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If you
witness
news,
please

call us
at (905)

878-
2341.

Halton farmers rallymg to support Hay West
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By RICHARD VIVIAN
The Champion

LLocal support 1s growing for the Hay
West campaign to take hay to drought-
stricken farmers 1n Alberta.

Upward of 3,000 round bails have been
pledged from the Halton and Peel regions,
each of which carries a value of about $25.
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“It’s really blossomed in the space of

about a week,” said Norval United Church
Minister Paul Ivany. The church 1s over-
seeing donations for both the Halton and
Ontario federations of agriculture.

“If you talk to farmers, you’ll see they 're
a bit of a conservative group, but they’ll
tell you it’s been good for hay around here
the last few years. There’s a lot of farmers
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with a lot of hay that they're willing to
donate.”

Once collected, the hay will be taken to
Alberta via train and added to donations
from other areas of the country. Donations
are to be distributed through a lottery sys-
tem, which has already seen more than
10,000 farmers apply and about 250 farm-
ers take the hay home to their starving cat-
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tle.

While the bulk of local donations have
come from the Peel area, momentum 1S
building in Halton, said Beth Laidlaw, who
is taking pledges on behalf of the Halton
Federation of Agriculture.

“Halton is just getting the ball rolling.
Word is just getting out,” she said, adding
about 330 bails have been pledged from
area farms.

“People are great. Even some people
who are saying they can’t give hay are say-
ing they can help with loading or a number
of different ways. The response has been
really positive.”

No timeline has been established for
transporting the hay as of yet. It takes about
75 bails of hay to fill a rail car.

“It’s all really happening so quickly.
We’re connecting with the rail people and
the Hay West people to see when it might
go out, but there’s nothing definite yet,”
said Mr. lvany.

In addition to hay donations, the church
1s also seeking financial contributions. Any
money collected will be used to either pur-
chase more hay or cover transportation
costs, the minister said.

Anyone looking to contribute hay shouid
call Beth Laidlaw at (905) 455-8519. Cash
donations will be accepted at Norval
United Church. For more information, con-

We have to make
room for our new
shipments

tact Mr. Ivany at (905) 877-6122

Don’t miss out! Sale Ends August 31"
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arriving soon!

Our Door Crasher
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VENDORS
NEEDED
FOR THE

MOHAWK

FALL FAIR

FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 25, AND
SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 26, 2002

Come be a part of the fall fair

action at Mohawk Racetrack.

We welcome crafters,
floral designers, Christmas
craft makers, doll makers,
fine artists, woodworkers,

and makers of candy,
jam, and other handiwork.

If you are interested in

becoming a vendor at

the Mohawk Fall Fair,
please send samples

to the address below

by Friday, September 13, 2002.
Attention: Patricia Davis
Woodbine Entertainment (Group
555 Rexdale Blud.

P.O. Box 156
Toronto, Ontario MOW 5L.2.
For more information,
please call 1-888-675-RACE,
ext. 2210 or 2257%.
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(just behind KFC) (905) 878-2 901 - Sun. 12-4




