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By RICHARD VIVIAN
The Champion

The recently-opened hydro market
means added risk for Milton Hydro and the
local distributor is looking for consumers
to shoulder the responsibility.

Recently, the Town-owned company dis-
tributed a letter to large volume consumers
in the area indicating they would be
required to pay a security deposit — some-
thing previously only required for those
with a poor payment history.

The deposits — which will equal
approximately two-and-a-half times the
business’ projected monthly bill — 1s
intended to cover the electricity distributor
in case the businesses go under.

“We make no returns on and really have
no provisions to deal with bad debts to do
with the wholesale market. We have to pay
the wholesale market whether we get paid
or not,” explained Don Thorne, president
of Milton Hydro.

Under the new market system, Milton
Hydro distributes electricity purchased by
consumers either through a contracted sup-
plier or at a fair market value determined
hourly. The company acts as a billing agent
for either method and is responsible for
collecting payment from customers.

Since the incorporation of Milton Hydro
in 2000, the company no longer has the
ability to recover losses through local taxa-

OPEN HOUSES THIS WEEKEND

Saturday & Sunday
1=-4p.m.
CHURCHILL ESTATES - BROOKVILLE
GUELPH LINE (5 MIN. N. OF 401)

$449,900
ALL 1 1/2 ACRE LOTS
GARY THOMAS in attendance
Re/max Blue Springs 905-878-7777
15 LOTS STILL AVAILABLE
- 50 HOUSES SOLD

Join me Sunday, June 23
for my Tour of Country Homes
12:30 - 1:00 2031 Kilbride St., Kilbride
Quaint village, 2 bdrm bung, Irg lot
$235,000
1:15 - 1:45 4402 Tremaine Rd..
S. of Lower Base Line
Escarpment view, 2+1 bdrm bung

$269,000
2:00 - 2:30 1343 Britannia Rd..
E of Hwy 25
Great 2 bdrm bung, on .44 acres
$259,000

HEATHER MEEHAN
in attendance
Re/max Blue Springs 905-878-7777
N ORG S  eee

Sunday June 23 2 - 4 pm
250 Satok, Unit #1
(Off Childs Dr.)
DONNA STARK in attendance
Prudential Town Centre Realty
905-878-9100

(10N. 1 hat Makes tne compail)
to cover any itselt,
Thome.

A request has already been filed with the
Ontario Energy Board (OEB) to investi-
gate the issue of losses, he continued.

“We're looking for clarity around this
whole issue, but that hasn’t happened yet,”
he said of the OEB request. “It’s really left
us with no choice but to do this (collect
deposits).

“Obviously, we’re willing to make

'€ Hi}{}i 1SN

losses added Mr.

e N
By o

SR i
R G WA
S

_____________

‘e
S

21-HP, 42" LAWN TRACTOR
Features OHV V-Twin,

Briggs & Stratton engine. #60218
Sears reg. 2199.99. 2099.99

Automatic/hvdrostatic model. #60288

Sears req. 309999. 2399.99

AIrangemenis (1o payiiciit).
whatever we can to mitigate any timing
issues people might have.”

New residents arriving in town will also
be asked to pay a security deposit, unless
they can prove they have a good payment
history with another utility for the previous
two vyears. Existing residents won't be
asked to pay a security deposit unless their
payment dependability is put into question.

Should the OEB regulate an alternative
method of recovering the losses — includ-

LOMCETrS

The Canadian Champion, Friday, June 21, 2002—9

' “Milton Hydro seeking security deposits from

businesses — two-and-a-half times monthly bill

deposits will be returned, he

said. Local businesses have expressed con-
cern over the deposits, and the Milton
Chamber of Commerce met Monday with
Milton Hydro to discuss the 1ssue.

According to Chamber Executive

Director Sandy Martin, the issue is still
being negotiated and the Chamber has no
comment at this time.

A Chamber meeting was scheduled for

last night for members to discuss the 1ssue.
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SALE PRICES END SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 2002, WHILE QUANTITIES LAST
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CRAFTSMAN® 18-HP, 42" LAWN TRACTOR
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Features pressure lubrication with spin-on oil filter.

#60217. Sears reg. 2399.99.1899.99

Also available: Automatic/Hydrostatic drive model.
#60287. Sears req. 2699.99. 2199.99
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CRAFTSMAN 15.5-HP,

42" LAWN TRACTOR
6-speed industrial/commercial
OHV engine. Sears req. 1699.99

Got a
hot
scoop?
caii oui
news-
room at
(905)
878-
2341,
ext. 234.
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#
now 299” 10 off | *150 off
$130 OFF CRAFTSMAN 6-HP, CRAFTSMAN 5.5-HP,
_— 6-HP, 21" GAS MOWER 21" SELF-PROPELLED 21" REAR BAGGING MOWER
| ‘ e Briggs & Stratton Quantum engine. REAR-BAGGING MOWER Honda engine.
™ \ S #36153. Sears reg. 429.99 i fFront gear drive. Sears reg. 599.99
(_ , 2, ;- ’ Rear high-wheel moae: k Sears reg. 499.99. 44999
¥ P .. NS 36154, Sears reg. 45999 389.99
T - 45 329.99
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h . mg&n g]’oans ;lggas 100 Nipissing Rd.
LOCB”Y ' Mon, Tues. Wed 9:30am-6pm | p—e
owned and Thurs. Fri 9-:30am-8-00pm | .,
operated by entra' gil * . e =
i John Sampson ===Z®' e
Y :h and Visit our website at | STORE HOURS
A% oan Wilfong THE BRANDS YOU WANT wwsearsca | LI
Phasa hkd® B 11 LN W1 L on. juves. we m-opm |
Joan Wiltong John Sampson AT THE STORE YOU TRUST Jurieew Thurs, Fri 9:30am-9:00pm |
Dealer vealer GEORGETOWN Sa 9-00am-5-00pm |
— — | 905-877-5172 [ e ||




