Grandfather on

nada
trek to promote

DARE program

By WILMA BLOKHUIS

Special to The Champion

Why would a 60-year-old
grandfather who has cycled
across Canada twice cross this
country again on two wheels?

It can be said Stan
Wawzonek 1s cycling across
Canada on a dare. Not only 1is
the father of four and grandfa-
ther of eight crossing the coun-
try by bicycle as “his way of
seeing Canada,” he’s doing it
for the Drug Awareness
Resistance Education (DARE)
program.

He will travel 8,935 km
across Canada, cycling a com-
bination of roads and trails and
stopping at more than 90 com-
munities along the way.

He stopped at the Milton
police station Saturday morn-
ing and was headed Sunday to
Brantford, his hometown.
There Mr. Wawzonek, known
as ‘“The Chip Man’, has been 1n
the French fry business for 52
years.

Cycling across Canada for
DARE is his way of saying
thank you to the uniformed
officers who teach grade 6 chil-
dren in 14,000 schools across
Canada "about the evils of
drugs, tobacco, alcohol and
bullying.

"My oldest grandson went
through DARE and I attended
five DARE graduations,” said
Mr. Wawzonek. "I'm com-
pletely sold on it, and you meet
the nicest officers in DARE."

The 17-week DARE course
is the largest and most widely-
implemented drug and violence
prevention program world-
wide, stated a release from
DARE Canada to promote Mr.
Wawzonek'’s ride.

DARE was launched in the
United States about 20 years
ago and is currently taught in
26 languages by some 50,000
police officers in 51 countries.

Mr. Wawzonek 1mtially
hoped to raise $1 million for
DARE, however the fundrais-
ing aspect of his trek has given
way to creating awareness.

In Halton, seven officers are
assigned to DARE. About
5,000 grade 6 children in 105
elementary schools graduate
from the DARE program each
year in the region. The DARE
program is reinforced in grade
8.

"We owe it to our children to
give them help in resisting the
temptation to experiment with
cigarettes, drugs and alcohol,”
said the marathon man who's
cycling about 100 km a day. On
"good days" he rides up to 160
km.

"My experience of bringing
up four children and watching
them raise my eight grandchil-
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Stan Wawzonek made a
stop in Milton Saturday.

dren tells me we have to make
sure the program is made avail-
able in more schools across
Canada.

"l feel very fortunate,” con-
tinued Mr. Wawzonek. "My
kids never did the drug thing
and I hope my eight grandchil-
dren won’t. On my ride across
the country, I want to increase
awareness of the benefits the
program can bring. 1 plan to
meet with volunteer groups and
dare them to set up DARE pro-
grams in their communities fol-
lowing my visit. DARE 1s a
great program. Nothing com-
pares to it.”

Mr. Wawzonek said he hopes
to complete his ride in Victona,
BC July 31. He began the trek
in St. John’s, Nfld. April 30.

His well-worn 27-speed
mountain bike has stood up
well, said Mr. Wawzonek.

"I had only three flats on the
road, and on Thursday (last
week), my day off, 1 got new
tires and four new brake shoes
put on.”

The weather hasn’t been as
favourable. "I’ve had miserable
weather — snow, ice and cold
winds," said Mr. Wawzonek.

"But, I don’t complain about
the weather because nobody’s
making me cycle across
Canada.”

He cycled solo through
Oakuville, Milton and
Burlington, having given his
crew a break.

Long-time friends George
and Mildred Markle, who will
both celebrate their 69th birth-
days on the road, have been
following Mr. Wawzonek 1n
their motorhome. "They just
celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary."

In 1997 and 1999, he cycled
across Canada to promote his
Thank-a-Vet program, and per-
sonally thanked veterans for
their war-time contributions.

"And, in between my Cross-
Canada rides, I’ve been on my
bike only six times,” he said.
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(905) 878-5664

For kids entering Sr. Kindergarten up to Gr. 6 in the fall.

August 12th - August 16th
9 a.m. to noon

oney °35

Register now! %4
Space is limited! ¥

INCLUDED ARE: Soccer Ball, T-Shirt & Photo (yours to keep!)
Snacks, Soccer Skills, Songs & Action Bible Stories
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The Board of Directors and Staft
are pleased to
INVITE YOU TO ATTEND OUR
48th ANNUAL MEETING
Wednesday, June 19, 2002
at 7:30 p.m. at
Oakville Public Library
120 Navy St., Oakville

Guest Speaker:
Rick Tobias
Yonge St. Mission

What will you do with the money you save?

TDI Manual L/100 km

5.6 44

City Highway

Annual fuel savings for Jetta TDI Automatic compared to:

oo | | o | o

Chrysler Sebring
(2.4L Automatic)

Honda Accord
(2.3L Automatic)

Mazda Protégé
(1.6L Automatic)

$757.11 | $1,009.48 | $1,261.85

TDI Automatic L/100 km

Oldsmobile Alero

- $636.50 $848.66 $1,060.83

(2.21 Automatic)

Subaru Impreza AWD

$1,022.71 | $1,363.61 | $1,704.51
Toyota Cam

$636.50 | $848.66 | $1,060.83

Along with improvements in diesel science that include quieter engines and more power, Volkswagen's
advanced TDI engine can cover more than 1,000 kilometres on a tank of fuel. With special finance and

lease rates available through the end of May, you can save today, while your new Jetta TDI will ensure
that you save on fuel for years to come.

6.9 49

ity Highway

Georgetown
Volkswagen

199 Guelph Street - 905.877.5285

Drivers wanted. % ﬁ

Mon - Thurs 9:00 am - 8:30 pm; Fri 9:00 am - 6:00 pm; Sat 9:00 am - 5:30 pm

Informed consumers always read the fine print. Fuel economy ratings for the Jetta TDI, Chrysler Sebring, Honda Accord, Mazdo Protégé, Nissan Alima, Olsmobile Alero, Subaru Impreza AWD, and Toyota Camry trom the EnerGuide 2002 Fuel Consumption Guide produced by Naturol Resources

Canada. Fuel savings based on fuel required 1o trovel the Daily Commute distance 260 times per year, assuming the commute is 15% city driving and 85% highway driving. Cost of fuel based on April 30, 2002, average gasoline price of $0.658 per litre and overoge diese! price o 30.620 per
litre as published by MJ Ervin & Associates Inc. for the Toronto area. Actual mileage may vary.




