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By TIM WHITNELL
Special to The Champion

Parents of many public
school children taking spe-
cialized classes around
Halton will be relieved to
know cuts to their trans-
portation funding have
been removed from the

ongoing school board
budget deliberations.
Proposed budget cuts of

$410,000 for the busing of French
immersion students, $168,500 for
the transportation of English as a
Second Language pupils and
$162,900 for gifted students had
been on the chopping block up
until just before Wednesday's
school board meeting, when a
revised list of budget cuts was
unveiled.

While parents of students 1n the
specialized classes are likely happy
for now, final budget decisions will
be made by the 11 trustees in late
June. There are still $233,900 1n
cuts proposed related to transporta-

tion.

Board Chair Ethel Gardiner said
she will suggest busing remain in
place for students in her hometown

of Georgetown, citing longer, more
dangerous and more arduous walks
for pupils there, particularly 1n
winter. Halton's Catholic board has
granted a similar busing exception
to its students in the same area, she
said.

Beyond the busing issue, the
Halton public board still has many
difficult decisions to make before it
can achieve a balanced budget.

The new list of items under con-
sideration for reduction amounts to
$4.05 million, down from the $4.2
million proposed at the last meet-
Ing.

Board staff say they’re working
on the assumption of receiving
$285.44 million from the Ontario
Ministry of Education for the
2002-03 school year, based on the
latest student enrolment projec-
tions.

Another $200,000 was added
from the Halton board's reserve
fund leaving it seeking $4.05 mul-

lion in reductions.

There were several other major
changes made to the proposed
budget including decreasing the
number of new education assis-
tants (EAs) to be placed in elemen-
tary schools next year, particularly
for special education students.

The initial plan for 63 new full-

time equivalent EAs was down-
graded to 37 recently and has been
further reduced to 27 additions,
resulting in a saving of $970,000 1n
proposed spending.

The drastic dilution of the
incoming EA complement doesn’t
sit well with many trustees.

"You are doing a great job,” Ms
Gardiner told board staff, "but 1t 1s
evident the kids will suffer greatly.
[ am going to have huge, huge dif-
ficulty passing a balanced budget.

"We can talk about fiduciary
duty until the cows come home but
we have a greater duty to serve the
children of Halton.”

Two areas where $1 million In
savings were found were comput-
ers and retirement gratuities.

A proposed chop of $565,000 to
the computer budget i1s now just
$65,000.

A half-million dollars has been
chopped as well from the retire-
ment gratuities fund for 2002-03. A
$6.2 million cost two years ago
will be about $4.5 million for the
current year but is being estimated
at just $3 million for next year.

The savings next year couldn’t
be estimated or announced until
those employees confirmed their
intention to retire this year, which
doesn’t usually happen until June.
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LA ROSE HOMEMADE

6” VANILLA OR CHOCOLATE BUTTERCREAM

5 o Lo Ty
o i
<
o O
T iy -
T T
TR G
g s
e el
w L
| | L
s el q
T "
| Fou] =k
o P | E
LT i
3 .
| ey T B T
g 14,
Ly’ =l
R el
-."-r. —
BT Lt ‘.
L [
’ £
P b - —
e s
i )
B e
T P e B
Y ek =
o '._' 5 E
P g el
e -y
e Pt o
+ R B s
e ;
=i |
_..‘}:_-\.-- s |
o e e
b s A
C e e
e a BT
L, el
R ]
it LR, TR
Ryt L
Miriel s
-
e
]
.
£t
L Irl'
f

Dell Speclals

MACARONI SALAD  MAPLE HAM. ———

MAPLE HAM
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« 2.2 5 Speed * ABS ¢ Passlock Theft Deterrent
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2 5% / 48 months |

+ frelght & taxes
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e 2 2L « DOHC » Air Cond. » Auto » ABS » Power Locks
e Tilt Wheels = CD with 6 Speakers

/ 48 months

GRAND ¢

« 3.8L V6 * 16" Alloy Rims * Full Power Package * Keyless Remote
e Rear Pass Thru « Rear Spoiler

Cash Purchase Price 37 8
328 098 lEASE %/ 48 mon:htsxes |

+ freight & taxes

e 6 Way Pwr. Seat « Split Folding Rear Seat » Keyless Entry

Cash Purchase Price oA
‘24,498 I.EASE 318 e

+ freight & taxes 1.4% / 48 months

Aldampmes plus frt and all are for 48 months and 80,000 Km's
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MON. - THURS.
9:00 am - 9:00 PMm
FRI. & SAT.
9:00 Am - 6:00 PM

BUICK CADILLAC LTD.
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