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Fax your team reports and

sports story ideas to Steve

Royals strike early and often on
way to lopsided quarterfinal win

“Watch For The Milton
Choice Awards Winner's
Section Coming Soon!

By STEVE LeBLANC
The Champion

Bishop Reding didn’t so much advance 1o semifinal baseball
play as bulldoze its way in.

Exploiting ripe-to-fall opposition at Brian Best Park Thursday,
BR booked passage to the final four by dismantling Oakville’s
Iroquois Ridge Trailblazers 12-3.

Having battled back to edge E.C. Drury 4-3 the previous after-
noon, the ‘Ridge offered little resistance past the second 1nning
against the Royals — collecting just three hits over the final five
frames en route to a humbling playoftf exit.

The Trailblazers’ quarterfinal efforts were particularly hindered
by shaky relief pitching and poor defense from their first-baseman.
A blatant mental collapse didn’t help matters either.

“They (Iroquois Ridge) fell apart, it’s that simple,” said Joe
Jurus, BR’s longtime skipper who's now officially delivered the
best baseball season in school history.

That acknowledgment was an encouraging sign heading 1nto
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yesterday afternoon’s semifinal crossover gamc with the power-
house Notre Dame Irish.

Thursday’s lopsided score could have easily opened the door 1o
overconfidence, but Jurus knows it’ll take a whole lot more just to
give Halton’s top squad a respectable run, much less pull off the
upset.

He stressed, “If we play like that against Notre Dame, we're not
going to win.”

Jurus was no doubt referring to a few mental miscues - which to
those concentrating on the big picture Thursday, may have gone
unnoticed.

Among the more visible cracks in the hosts’ quarterfinal cam-
paign were some overzealous base-running — that would have
been costly against a stronger fielding opponent — and sub-par
defense from third-baseman Dan Digirolamo.

Otherwise, BR was quite sturdy — and certainly dominant —
on the way to reaching the semifinals.

Great extra effort by Tennant

The winning run was scored by offensive standout Liam
Tennant.

With two outs in the second and the game deadlocked 3-3, BR's
10th grade shortstop belted out a deep single before stealing sec-
ond and darting home on a hit by Conan ( )’Brien.

That effort - which highlighted a three-hit, two-run afternoon for
the talented young infielder — set the stage for what would be a
mismatch the rest of the way, as BR scored half-a-dozen runs In
the fifth plus two more for good measure In 1ts last at-bat.

Meanwhile, starting pitcher Chris Dumencu recovered from a
less-than-stellar second to finish out his allotted four innings and
pick up the victory.

He closed out his stretch with a quick three-up, three-down
fourth.

O'Brien worked relief and held the visitors scoreless with three
hits over as many innings. He also drove in three runs 1o continue
a thoroughly productive hitting campaign this spring.

Results from yesterday afternoon's semifinal clash with Notre
Dame were not available at press time.

If able to stage an upset win, Bishop Reding would advance to
tomorrow’s regional championship final against either Loyola of
Lester B. Pearson.

The Royals went 6-2 in the regular season and earned a couple
of honourable mentions in the Greater Toronto Area high school

rankings — the second following their quarterfinal win Thursday.

From feast to famine.

: Two days after an explosive quarterfinal
performance to outdistance the heavily-
favoured Loyola Hawks 4-3, BR’s junior
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Barb O’Connor. “We had some good
chances in the second half, but we just
couldn’t capitalize.”

Cassandra Berghammer was solid
between the pipes — turning back about
half-a-dozen shots to fend off a potential
blowout — while also offering spirited
play were Stephanie Douglas, Mia Fazio,
Kelsy Orpen and Kayla Osborne.
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