S g— T W SO e eeee S TR

6 — The Canadian Champion, Friday, May 24, 2002

e s B e 0 TNy . W 6 it " S A

L e 1 (i S R B s Y e L= e TR T H b ' =F v TR - :
T N o e T T e T BRI AP 2ol i o T . " (1 8 0 R ol Lo
= lII = 1 _a_.l"-_._u__: b | 20 A l= J=E = 'I_'_.' _.__I =2l = |
¥ . s A b i BT e e Ch, T LEE ! R . TH ta o [ =
o T =5 L . 4 ':..:.. e
s ik s

VAT Tl

Box 248. 191 Main St. E.,
Milton, Ont. L9T 4N9Y

905) 878-2341

The Canadian Champion, published every Tuesday and Friday at 191
Main St E. Milton. Ont., L9T 4N9 (Box 248), is one of The Metroland
Printing, Publishing & Distributing Ltd. group of suburban companies which
includes: Ajax/Pickering News Advertiser, Aliiston Herald/Courier, Barrie
Advance. Barry's Bay This Week, Bolten Enterprise, Brampton Guardian,
Burlington Post, Burlington Shopping News, City Parent, City of York
Guardian. Collingwood/Wasaga Connection, East York Mirror, Erin
Advocate/Country Routes, Etobicoke Guardian, Flamborough Post, Forever
Young, Georgetown Independent/Acton Free Press, Halton Business Times,
Huronia Business Times, Kingston This Week, Lindsay This Week, Markham
Economist & Sun. Midland/Penetanguishene Mirror, Miton Shopping News,

e X 23
C]dh&lf[tﬂd. 90“ S-H ‘UU Mississauga Business Times, Mississauga News, Napanee Guide
Nassagaweya News, Newmarket/Aurora Era-Banner, Northumberland News,

S, L j— §-R78-5
Circulation: 905-878-. al North York Mirror, Oakville Beaver, Oakville Shopping News, Oldtimers

Ian Oliver Pubh'sher Hockey News, Orillia Today, Oshawa/Whitby/Clarington/Port Perry This
Week. Peterborough This Week, Picton County Guide, Richmond
Neil Oliver

Associate Publisher Hill/Thornhill/Vaughan Liberal, Scarborough Mirror, Stouffville/Uxbriage
. ‘ Tribune.

Jill Davis Advertising is accepted on the condition that, in the event of a typo-

Editor araphical error, that portion of the advertising space occupied by the erro-

neous item, together with a reasonable allowance for signature, will not be

charged for, but the balance of the advertisement will be paid for at the appli-

Circulation Manager cable rate. The publisher reserves the right to categorize advertisements or

e decline
Office Manager

Editorial Fax: 905-878-4943
Advertising Fax: 905-876-2364

Editor-in-Chief
Karen Smith
Wendy McNab

Steve Crozier

Advertising Manager

Teri Casas

The Milton Canadian Champion is a Recyclable Product ®

Tim Coles Production Manager

—

Some motorists just
shouldn’t be on road

The OPP’s annual Victoria Day crackdown on bad and aggressive
drivers resulted in more than 2,000 charges being laid during the four-
day blitz.

Among those charges laid were hundreds for speeding, numerous
seat belt infractions, a few hundred drivers ticketed for pulling unsafe
trailers and a handful of drivers stopped for Liquor Licence Act viola-
tions.

While officers laid a variety of charges, a wide assortment of excus-
es for speeding were also given.

One chap, doing 220 km/h — more than double the posted highway
limit — said he was “late for an appointment.”

Another driver, who just recently received his licence, admitted he
was a bit on the sleepy side and was simply speeding — at a rate of 185
km/h — in an effort to get home before he dozed off.

While the overall number of charges laid indicates there are far too
many poor drivers on Ontario highways, individual cases confirm there
are some drivers who have no business being on the road at all and that
perhaps 1t’s time our lawmakers look at ways of getting these people

off the road — permanently.
As OPP Sgt. Cam Woolley said, “"There are some people who just

shouldn’t drive.
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Y OUR READERS WRITE

Dear Editor:

I’1] probably never experience the
self-righteous indignation that
many holier-than-thou non-smok-
ers all too often expound.

| know of absolutely no smokers
who ‘choose’ to smoke, nor do |
know of any who haven’t tried to
quit. Some suggest that tobacco is
more addictive than cocaine. Who
knows”

What has not been mentioned in
any letter or editorial that I've read
has been the matter of choice.

Only a fool would argue that
smoking isn’t harming one’s health,
but then there are many vices in hife
that affect our well-being and for
each and every vice there’s some

government-sponsored entity trying
to tell you how to live your life.
U.S. groups are approaching state
legislatures to put a higher tax on
fatty foods using all the same argu-
ments of the non-smokers’ alliance.
Anti-alcohol groups would bring
back prohibition. The Region is
already working on pesticide con-
trol for private residences and mon-
itoring of air quality. Geez, why do
we even need the feds and the
provincial government? Why do we
need four levels of government?
Many, if not all, believed that this
bylaw was just about restaurants
and bars, but it goes much further
than that. Any workplace, which
could include vyour residential

Milton’s new smoking bylaw has brought out
many opinionated viewpoints, reader believes

office, is now off-limits for smok-
ing if anyone at all 1s likely to stop
by for a visit.

You have now made it a public
place and you must comply with a
bylaw officer’s request to inspect
your premises and of course, you
must have the appropriate “No
Smoking’ sign clearly displayed.

The fine for non-compliance
could be as much as $5,000.

Just like this bylaw, which 1s a
standard Milton council half-assed
job, we have too many people both
in and out of government who feel
the need to tell everyone else how
to run their lives.

Patrick Kelly
Milton

I just can’t resist the convenience of bank cards

Have I become a victim of convenience’

That question is usually one of a philosophical
nature. but it took on a more literal meaning for
yours truly during an eventful trip to my bank
over the Easter long weekend.

As many of you probably know, Milton was the
base of a rather large bank card scam recently
involving a gas station cashier — now long gone
from these parts, or at least no longer employed
there — who allegedly skimmed 300 debit cards
on the side and made off with half a million dol-
lars.

While not out any money personally, 1 was
among those affected by the scam. A $5,000
deposit — no doubt made with an empty enve-
lope — was made Into my account before these
crafty culprits made three separale withdrawals

totalling roughly $2,000.
Perhaps my entire balance would have been

wiped clean had I not found and reported the sit- y . ™

uation so quickly after it happened.

As it turmed out, all that was stolen from me
was about an hour of my time to clear the matter
up with two visits to my bank.

So unlike many who discovered fraudulent
activity on their cards, I can’t exactly consider
myself a victim — at least not of anything crimi-
nal.

Of convenience, well that’s another matter.

It’s not like I have any lingering frustration
over the matter, and I certainly don’t feel like |
had it coming.

However, let’s be honest here =—sthe wide-
spread introduction of retail debit card machines
has definitely heightened the potential for this
type of thett.

After all, any time you hand over your card to
be swiped there’s a chance — however miniscule
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it might be — to get ripped off.

And judging by details from the story that
appeared in our paper earlier this month, skim-
ming debit cards doesn’t seem to take too much
effort or know-how.

So is this risk (not to mention the annoying
service charge) really worth a little added con-
venience in our lives — just to avoid a trip to the

front

bank to get money before shopping? Is it such a
hassle to actually go to the bank or make a stop at
a bank machine, available in just about every
mall or plaza in the western hemisphere’

Apparently yes, because besides gas stations —
where, in my opinion, the potential for this type
of criminal activity is particularly high — 1 con-
tinue to find myself at the supermarket, conven-
ience store or other retail markets without any
cash.

Perhaps I'm making a big deal over nothing,
but I find it a little discouraging that I can’t make
that tiny bit of effort when 1t comes to something
as important as my finances — even after what
should have been a learning experience.

On another note, I’d just like to say thanks to
the bank employees who straightened out my
account in a quick and courteous fashion.

Your help was very much appreciated.




