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By MELANIE CUMMINGS

Special to The Champion

High school graduates organiz-
ing year-end parties have liability
on their minds more so than what
to wear and how to get to the party
In style.

Investigating insurance policies
is the first order of business for
White Oaks Grad Committee
organizers Flynn Bevan, Ankita
Modi and Jordon Veschesler.

The trio’s eyes were opened to
the legal implications of their
party-planning at a workshop held
last Tuesday at Rattlesnake Point
Golf Club.

Organized by the Halton Region
Health Department, it was the third
year running for the workshop enti-
tled ‘Party in the Right Spirt’.

The morning information ses-
sions focused on decreasing risky
behaviours especially around alco-
hol use at much-hyped graduation
events,

The three students have planned
a graduation party for July 2 at the
Atlantis Pavilion in Ontario Place.
So far they have sold 145 tickets to
the event and because most of the
guests will be 19 years old, there
will be a cash bar.

“I think we’ll have to go back to
the owner of the hall and ask about

their responsibilities and ours for
ensuring there’s no drinking and
driving, or overuse,” said Ms
Bevan.

According to Halton’s substance
abuse program manager Kathy
Miller, many high schools have
pulled out of organizing festive
events for fear of lability. White
Oaks High School in Oakville 1s
one such example — which 1s why
its grad organizing committee has
booked the Ontario Place venue.

Potential for legal action

In Ms Miller’s presentation on
liability she provided existing court
cases to demonstrate the impact
such parties have had on some
hosts and organizers.

A 17-year-old who drank too
much alcohol at a home party,
vomited and then found a bed In
the house to sleep in. She was later
found dead from alcohol poison-
Ing.

The parents of the host were
found liable because despite their
best efforts in keeping the party
small — with only 50 invited
guests — and hiring a security

guard to take the graduates’ keys at
the door as a prevention for drink-
ing and driving, they did provide
alcohol to the partygoers.

It’s illegal to provide alcohol to
people under the age of 19 In
Ontario.

“A lot of people don’t realize
alcohol poisoning is a risk — 4,000
students die in the U.S. annually of
alcohol poisoning (there are no
Canadian statistics) which 1s more
than die of drunk driving,” said Ms
Miller.

In another case, a 17-year-old
was left a quadriplegic following a
fight he started while drunk at a
party at his best friend’s farm.
Neither the host nor his father pro-
vided alcohol at this party, but 300
people attended. The farmer was
found hable and ordered to pay
$700,000 simply because he was
deemed the “host” of the party.

Following Ms Miller’s presenta-
tion, the threesome from White
Oaks High School immediately
fished out a pamphlet on the sub-
ject of liability insurance that was
included in each of the packages
given to the 100 students who
attended the seminar. ““We’re think-
ing we may need to get legal
advice on this event we're putting

together,” said Ms Modi.
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Special Selection!

TRINKETS & TREASURES Bagged novelty craft assortments
of buttons, ribbon rosss, appliques, rhinestones. Assortment
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High schools thinking twice "CATC fundraiser Apr. 2
about graduation parties '
due to concerns of liability
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HWY. 25 S. AT DERRY RD., MILTON

GREAT BUYS FROM $1 AT FABRICLAND:

varies per store - 12 pieces or more per bag.
Our Reg. 1.99 bag NOW 2 bags/$1.00

Special Selection!
NYLON/SPANDEX BINDING Great for finishing edges

on polar fleece. Available in a large variety of colours.

Our Reg. 1.99 m NOW 1.00 m
Special Selection!

FLANNELETTE PRINTS 105cm Our Reg. 4.98 m NOW 2.00 m

Special Selection!

POLYESTER SOLIDS 115cm Our Reg. 9.98 m NOW 2.00 m

NOTIONS!
Special Selection!

DURA STITCH SERGING THREAD 1500 m wide.
100% polyester. Our Reg. 4.98 ea. NOW 2.00 ea.

Special Selection!

PKG’D CRAFT BATTS 36“ X 48” Reg. 3.49 ea. NOW 2.00 ea.

Special Selection!
W-1-D-E BROADCLOTH 150cm wide.

Polyester/cotton blend. Our Reg. 6.98 m NOW 3.00 m

Special Selection!

SWEET PRINTS 115cm Our Reg. 6.98 m NOW 3.00 m

Special Selection!
RAYON PRINTS 135-145 cm wide.
Assorted qualities. Our Reg. 12.98 m NOW 3.00 m

HOME DECOR!
Special Selection!

VIENNA VOILE SOLIDS 150cm Reg. 8.98 m NOW 2.00 m

Special Selection!
ODYSSEY PRINTED ORGANZA 150cm wide.
Our Reg. 14.98 m NOW 5.00 m

Special Selection — Managers Choice!
DRAPERY & UPHOLSTERY PRINTS & TEXTURES

Assortments will vary. Individually priced. NOW 6.00 m

547 Main St.E. MILTON  878-0931

For 24 hour info call 1-888-780-0333 or visit our website at www.fabricland.ca

FABULOUS

BUYS

FROM JUST A

LOONIE PATTERN GIVEAWAY!
EXCLUSIVE MEMBERS’ OFFER!
MARCH 12-16 ONLY!

Entire In-Store Stock!

SIMPLICITY PATTERNS

$1.00 cacH

Offer valid March 12-16/02 only, while quantities iast,
for Members only. Not valid with any other discounts.

Sale in effect March 4-24. 2002.
Most items available in most stores.
Look for the red sale tags. Sale
prices apply to in-stock merchandise
only. Sorry. no special orders. Dueto
advanced deadlines this flyer was
prepared weeks in advance: sqme
items may therefore be sold out. \_.




