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to 878-4943 in plenty of
time before the event.
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First Star's Famous

Metroland

Psychic Readers, Aura Photos, Vendors.
- Free Lectures, Door Prizes & More. Don't Miss It

March 1, 2, 2
Fri: 1-10 — Sat: 11-10 - Sun: 11-7

¢ Ytolidoy Hvn’ Burlington

3063 South Service Rd., (From QEW, Exit 102,
South on Guelph Line, Left on Harvester Rd.)

Admission °5 — Valid All Weekend
Free Parking — Children Under 12 Free With Adult
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‘Consumer Conﬁden.ce has remained hi gh deSpite economic downturn

By RICHARD VIVIAN
The Champion

The Canadian recession is coming to an
end, attendees at the Milton Chamber of
Commerce breakfast seminar heard Friday.

“Don’t be surprised i1f a month or two
from now statistics show we’re out of
recession,  said Rob Rubino, an economist
for RBC Dominion Securities. “All the
ingredients of a recovery are there.”

The biggest influences over the economy
are unemployment, consumer confidence
and corporate profits - all of which are
looking to gain strength as 2002 continues,
Mr. Rubino explained.

“We've heard a lot about big company
layofts lately, but unemployment is only up
about 1.5 per cent (to about 8 per cent).

Recession coming t0 an end says

That’s pretty good for a recession.
Unemployment may get a little worse in
the next months and drop again in 2003."

Even with the downturn in the economy,
consumer confidence has remained high,
with people spending in the face of poor
economic predictions, the economist con-
tinued.

Many companies have also fought to
keep their businesses stable, selling off
inventories and reorganizing to remain
competitive.

Without doubt, the leaders of the eco-
nomic downturn were technology compa-
nies who drove stock prices continually up
while still not turning a profit, Mr. Rubino
said.

“It created a bubble that eventually burst.

Learn the basics in garden design
Join the Experts at Sheridan Nurseries on

Sherldan

Nurseries

Gather some fnmds aﬂd hcad to an Alexander Keith's chhcn b

evening of live, foot—stompmg Celuc music, Sodables! and a few choruses af
“Barrett’s Privateers”. So dust off your kilt and get ready for 2 Nova Scatm

Good Time celebration. Thme who like it, Iilm ﬂ abt.

C L *TM/MC Keith's Brewery

Saturday, March 9 & Saturday, March 23
from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm

Following this informative seminar you are invited to meet with
one of our design consultants to create a preliminary landscape
design for your own garden. Limited appointment times are available.

Reserve your space today!
Contact D1n1 at 905-873-0522, ext. 243.

12302 Tenth Line

(1/2 km south of 22nd Sideroad) -
Georgetown, Ontario
www.sheridannurseries.com

Under Your Hood

4 cyl......$6495
6 Cylveers® 14°°
8 cyI......$8495

We Put What'’s Good

This bubble affect isn’t new - 1t happens
repeatedly in the stock market. But this
type of bubble won’t happen again because
we, as investors, recognize how 1t hap-
pened,” he told the crowd of about 30 peo-
ple. “There will be other kinds of bubbles
and it’s impossible to say what the next one
will be.”

As economists paint a brighter picture of
the coming months than previously expect-
ed, many of the major manufacturers will
again increase production and rebuild
inventories, Mr. Rubino predicted.

“Sooner or later, corporations are going
to have to get the cheque books out and
build their inventories.”

With economic strength building n the
national economy, be prepared for a slow,
but steady recovery, he cautioned.

“When this (economic downturn) start-
ed, we didn’t expect a dramatic recession.
Now that it’s turning around, don’t expect
a big boom either.”

It’s maple
syrup time

If you love pancakes and maple syrup,
then head on out to Mountsberg Wildlife
Centre Saturday.

The official opening of Maple Syrup at
the Mapletowne sugar camp runs from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. The first tapping 1s at 2 p.m.

Kids can enjoy horse-drawn wagon rides,
maple candy samples and puppet shows.

Pancakes will be served all day and fresh
maple syrup will be available for purchase.

Special guests include Sparky from the
Milton Fire Department, fiddler Marty
Pullin and Professor T. Vulture from
Conservation Halton. And for the first time
in Mapletowne, guests can participate 1n
the Family Flapjack Olympics.

Events include the Pancake Stack, the
Highest Flip competition and the Obstacle
Course.
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cars & light trucks

* Brake Service

» Steering & Suspension

* MOT Safety Inspection

» Computer diagnostics

* Tires

* Auto Electric &
Charging Systems

* General Repairs

e Conveniently located within walking distance to GO station
e 25 years automotive experience
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