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By TIM WHITNELL
® Special to The Champion

Halton public school trustees have
accepted the resignation of one of their
o own and decided to fill the vacancy via
appointment.

' In a 9-0 vote trustees agreed to accept a
| letter of resignation from Burlington’s

=2 Ward 1 representative, Michael Ellis, at
. Wednesday’s Halton District School Board

‘Irustee’s replacement
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Appointment route approved by 8-2 vote

The audit was performed after allega-
tions by Mr. Ellis of improper procedures
by the board relating to several policy and
public issues. The board was later cleared
of any wrongdoing.

Those legal fees, plus a looming $2-mil-
lion-plus board deficit this year, and the
cost of a byelection to be footed by the
board, was enough to convince most

. Milton Chamber ‘of Commerce Community Awards
Your 2001 CITIZEN OF THE YEAR NOMINEES

Got a hot scoop? If so, call us at 878-2341.

BARBARA SINGLETON

Barb has made a difference in this community on a personal as well as professional level. Best

known as the principal of Milton District High School (currently on leave) where she focused
on innovative programs for her students. Regionally, she is known as past president of Haiton
Women's Place, where she took a lead role in awareness-raising and fund-raising for the newly

approved facillities in Burlington and Milton.

KATHY POWELL

The Canadian Champion, Tuesday, February 26, 2002 — 8

trustees to appoint Mr. Ellis’ replacement.
“With $81,000 wasted and a needs budg-

et coming out next week (at public meet-

ings around the region) we cannot afford a

Kathy Is a tireless servant of our community. She has devoted years to bringing comfort in so
many ways to so many people. Her volunteer involvement includes hospital, church, long
term care facllities, nursing homes and individuals. Kathy is responsible for training lay pastoral care
workers from various churches and coordinate their visiting in hospital settings. Kathy is recognized

| meeting.
Burlington trustee Peggy Russell wasn’t
in the room at the time of the vote.

Whether or not Mr. Ellis’ departure was
palatable to the majority of the board was
' not in question — he’s been absent from
| most board meetings for the past five
months, for medical reasons — but the
i mechanism to be used to replace him was-

n’'t so clear cut.

. A philosophical debate ensued about the
| merits of appointing his replacement or
ordering a byelection within the 60 days
allotted under the Education Act to fill a
' trustee vacancy.

In the end, the appointment route was
accepted in an 8-2 vote with only Ms
Russell and Oakville’s Drew Currah dis-
senting.

mer board chair Dave Whiting, said a cou-
ple of factors, including lack of money and
poor voter turnout for the last trustee
byelection, convinced her an appointment
is the way to go this time.

On an inquiry from Milton trustee Erica
- Andrew, Education Director Dusty Papke
. told the board about $81,000 had been
spent on an independent investigation and

legal fees last year.
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byelection,” said Burlington trustee
Debbie Downs.

Mr. Papke estimated the cost of a byelec-
tion at $50,000-$60,000 and noted the
board doesn’t have that much in its reserve
fund. Mr. Currah, though, reminded his
colleagues that, “The board voted for a
forensic audit.”

Ms Russell disagreed with the appoint-
ment decision on principle.

“How do we put a price on democracy?
This board has a history of byelections,”
said Ms Russell, alluding to board chair
Ms Gardiner and former Oakville trustee
Lynn Roberts, both of whom came to the

an example by some trustees as a reason
why not to hold a byelection this time. Mr.
Papke said only four per cent of voters par-
ticipated in the mid-1998 byelection won
by Ms Roberts to replace the outgoing
Mary Dempster.

“Summer may have contributed to that
(low turnout) but, historically, there’s been
small numbers for byelections”, Ms
Gardiner later said.

Professional Liability Insured

In many organizations as their " guiding light”.

SCOTT SCHLOTZHAUER

Scoftt is dedicated to the Milton community. Through his quiet giving and generous spirit he

supports many charities including MCRC, United Way, Rose Cherry’s Home, local schools and
Milton Hospital. An active member of the Optimist Club of Milton, Scott served as past president and
continues to work with the following committees Santa Claus Parade, Canada Day Celebrations
and Optimist Soccer skills program. M & M’s corporate charity is the Crohns & Colitis Foundation.
which is supported locally by Scott’s Charity barbecue.
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Ontario Lottery & Gaming Corporation - Platinum Sponsor

¢ SKD Company
* Dufferin Aggregates
® Roxul Inc.

& Financial Services

: - Owtarie Lottery and * Miltowne Insurance Agency Inc.
Board chair Ethel Gardiner, herself a board via that route. O * The Donaldson Financial Group Inc.  ® Milton Canadian Champion
byelection winner in 1995 to replace for- However, Ms Roberts’ case was used as PR * Kwik Kopy Printing * Rideout Auto Parts IncC.

. * Prosperity One - Community Banking

* Page One Services
* Dorland-Haight Galleries
¢ .S, Die & Design

* Robert (Pie) Lee Life Insurance Agency

Please choose one nominee and mail, fax or deliver to the Milton Chamber of Commerce by
February 28, 2002. One ballot per person. Open to all Milton & area residents and businesses.
Must be 18 years of age. All incomplete ballots will be disregarded. Please indicate one nominee.

Name:

Milton Company/Resident: _

Mail to:

251 Main St. E., Suite 104,

Milton Address:

Milton, ON L9T 1P1

R.R.S.P. DEADLINE

The R.R.S.P. Advantages
offered by Bob Lee & Kim Mitchell

A Retirement Financial Specialist office with 27 years
of experience and the cottee’s never been better!

Security of investments (up to 100% fund guarantees)
Competitive segregated and mutual funds. (Lic. MSIL.)
Competitive G.1.C. interest rates.
Personalized ongoing consultations.

e R.R.S.P. loans available with deferred payments.
Appointments available Saturdays beginning in February.

covract: Kim Mitchell & Bob "Pie" Lee

kim@robertleeinsurance.com

Postal Code:

OR
Fax to: 905-878-4972

Bob “Pie” Lee

bob@robertleeinsurance.com

Robert “Pie” Lee Insurance Agency

Tel: 905 878-5786

Fax: 905 878-3692

CALL FOR NO OBLIGATION CONFIDENTIAL CONSULTATION

245 COMMERCIAL ST.
Celebrating 27 Years of F riendly Hometown Service

Milton Chamber of Commerce |




