By FANNIE SUNSHINE

The Champion
alvador ‘Mexican
Joe’ Castaneda’s

dying wish was to

see his family one last time.

And thanks to Gabriele Pelusi,
his wish was fulfilled.

When Mr. Castaneda was diag-
nosed with liver cancer at the
beginning of the new year, doctors
gave him a maximum of four
months to live.

In mid-January, Mr. Castaneda,
who had worked at Quality Greens
on Main Street for the past 18
years, asked Mr. Pelusi, fellow
employee and produce manager, to
take him to his homeland in
Mexico City so he could see his
family and give his final farewell.

“He had no friends or family
here,” Mr. Pelusi said.

“He begged me to take him
home. He said he knew it was a lot
of money but he wanted to see his
two sisters and their families one
last time.”

Two weeks later, Mr. Pelusi and
Mr. Castaneda boarded a plane and
travelled to the village of
Quetzaltenango, in Guatemala
City.

“I managed to find some money
in his account and people here
would give money here and there,
but I mostly paid for the trip out of
my own pocket,” said Mr. Pelusi,
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Salvador Castaneda was
able to see his family in Mexico
before he passed away thanks
to a sympathetic co-worker.

adding the trip cost close to $2,000.
“He kept saying ‘thank you very
much’ over and over, like a thou-
sand times.”

He said Mr. Castaneda’s family
was grateful he arranged to have
Mr. Castaneda come back for one
final visit.

“They were really happy. All the
villagers and the priest thanked
me.”

Mr. Pelusi said Mr. Castaneda
was in good spirits the day they
arrived and told story after story to
his family, who never left his side.

But three days later, Mr.
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Cheese Tortellini w/garden salad
*sit down in our café or take out! 53 49min

Vienn
Cooked S

$2 Ib or Bﬁclwllg

tmf Delicatessen

: £rEiE, o Ll i A ST e
B ' L "'_.-'\-.I'.' J" pa A P . i O} .
4 Faet gy by A7 gyl A fdeal o aF ¥
: G T - ; r :
) o e ey ey T . e s
“H i) 2 !
. e - L = . i A e
. - - | i :.. = ] -
o e o o] ] = T, "
| IF e g oy L e B
g - T e ORI R =l
- . L figa 2, Pl =
-|.| L s e ¥ -"’_l""-- =
ol Ly P - Lo o 3 :
. o, e Rl ey~ e
n T Tl s b e g b e L e -
_,:‘_u__!_ ‘;\.__J-. L e _-.“ Lo i e ::_-“ e o ik
=, - -I.'-I_ ' i ' el .-._- .\. 1 ™ " -. a . -
e AAaFr -_-__‘_ ; Ty
! T 1% e i 1
L = Ay -1 P, o
]

RUM BABA -

Castaneda slipped into a coma and
never regained consciousness.

He died surrounded by his fami-
ly February 6 at the age of 62.

“His family had a (head) stone
and plot prepared just in case,” Mr.
Pelusi said. “They didn’t think he
would die there but they made
arrangements just in case. He told
me he wanted to die in his coun-

Mr. Pelusi said he didn’t think

. twice when his dying friend asked

to be taken to Mexico.

“I feel really good because 1 did
a good deed, emotionally and spir-
itually. My pastor said it was good
mission work.”

Mr. Castaneda will be remem-
bered as a dedicated, hard working
employee, who rarely missed a
day’s work.

“I had a lot of respect for Joe,”
Mr. Pelusi said.

“He was very well educated and
didn’t care about material things.
He was a real gentleman who loved
photography, books, and the
Mexican cha-cha. He was like part
of the furniture around here.”

Although Mr. Castaneda had a
relatively short visit with his fami-
ly, it was time well spent, Mr.
Pelusi said.

“This story has a beautiful end-
ing.”

ALL OUR BAKED™a
GOODS BAKED -
FRESH DAILY
ON PREWNISES,

Store Hours
® Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am-7 pm
Friday 8:30 am-8 pm &
Saturday 8:30 am-6 pm g
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vehicles

» Manufacturer’s
warranty

» 30-day/2500 km
no hassle
exchange privilege

» 150 + point
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4dr, v6, pw, pl, cruise, p/seal 2wd, V6, Sspd, cd, air, tonneau

loaded. Green. 163628A
$13,922.

QUALITY PRE-
OWNED VEHICLES

1999 Buick

Century U uastom
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4dr, pw, pl, tilt, cruise, moon-
roof, loaded. Silver P1931A
$19.982.

4dr, V6, pw, pl, tilt.
Gray. 123329A
$12,954.

1 OWNER
VEHICLES

2000 Pontiac 2000 Ch

Geand Am Malibu LS
idr. \t pw. pl., tilf

4dr, V6, pw, pl, tilt, an aie ledblar e

crse, loaded. 113682A

$14,794

cover fender side. Black. 10675/7A |

$17,983.

4dr, auto, air, pw, pl,
tlt, crse, loaded, p/seat.
P1937

$23,992
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$1 9,995

1999 Pontiac 1999 Pontiac 1999 Buick 1999 Cadillac
Sunfire Seville STS

TR Regal LS
Hn_{iitirt ;" B 4dr, V8, pw, pl, tit, |
leather seats, roof,

chrome, loaded. P1927Ai

Air, auto, certified no
warranty. 1922A
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$20

$10,987

$8,992 995 $36,822
1999 Pontiac 1997 Pontiac 1998 Pontiac 1999 Pontiac
Sunfire Sunfire Sunfire G'1T

Sunfire
4 dr, auto, air P1857A

$8,981

5spd, air, certified no
warranty. 117338A

$8,987

$13.995

$8,972

1997 Buick LeSabre 2000 GMC 1997 Chevrolet 1999 GMC
Custom Sonoma SLS Lumina LS Jimmy 2dr
4cyl, 5spd, air, fender 6, pw, pl, tilt, crse, air.
4 led P10 side. P1912 - vaded | P1944
$14,977 $15,987 $9.,984 $19,878 |
- 1999 Chevrolet 1999 GMC 1999 GMC 1[ YYN tl‘mi
| . { -~ :
| 1/2 Ton Pickup i Sheuva But. BE | S N
! auto, air. P1965 'm e % e B4 ] V8, auto, air. P1921A ! i {f\, .
: e & ] B
$18,996 ‘%21 995 $21 985 $27,976

MAIN ST. E.
. MILTON

MON. - THURS.
0:00 Am - 9:00 Pm
FRI. & SAT.
9:00 am - 6:00 Pm |

BLSE pONTIAC » BUICK ¢ CADILLAC
WALLACE PONTIAC
BUICK CADILLAC LTD.

« PONTIAC * BUICK * CADILLAC * GMC * PONTIAC * BUICK -
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