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Tuesday, January 15, 2002

By RICHARD VIVIAN

+‘ The Champion

With a looming $2.8 million
é deficit, Halton  Healthcare
E Services (HHS) is looking to
recover some of its expenses.
“This is an unusual circumstance for us,”
g said HHS CEO John Oliver, adding this is
i the first deficit in five years.

¢ v 0 n e “We knew going into the year that if we
; were going to provide the same level of
: services as last year, that we would be run-

ning a deficit.”

In an effort to reduce the projected short-
fall, HHS has increased the cost of parking
at its facilities, sought increased provincial
funding and altered where sampling for
laboratory testing 1s taken.

Rather than outpatient samples being
taken at HHS facilities — which would
forward samples to a private laboratory for
testing — patients are being sent directly to

the private labs.
OHIP pays for testing
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Little Sobine
Giguere, 4, navigates
the ice surface with a
little help as the
novice skater takes in
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But that doesn’t mean the individuals are
now paying for a service HHS would have
prewously provided, Mr. Oliver stressed.
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a public skating ses- Testing is paid for either through OHIP or
sion with mom Lezli insurance coverage.

Several factors have contributed to the

(above) at John
Tonelli Sports Centre projected deficit, Mr. Oliver said, including
Saturday. The Town of “fairly significant” inflationary pressures

| Milton offers public
. skating at local rinks
every weekend. See

and the addition of several new programs

over the past year.
Timing also played a part.

GRAHAM PAINE Term Care).

E‘.Wm P o S R

TR R T e L S AT T w0 I S L B AT R D g SETE I I

fmﬁ?ﬂ'{wnﬂhf"' STl BEa E e S e

I.eom how to draw so you can learn how to pomt

905-854-4439

Formorelnformatonpleosecoll

36 Pages

— which cost HHS about $2.5 mullion —

more photos on page | 1 1
10. e | el | “We were about six months into the year
gl — w1 | before we knew what our final funding was

Photos by (from the Ministry of Health and Long-

“A lot of that deficit occurred in the first
six. seven months of the year and we can't
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trying to

' bounce back from
$2 8 million defici

“This is an unusual
circumstance for us.”
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recover the first part of this year.”

Without knowing how much funding
will be received, it’s difficult to set an
appropriate budget, Mr. Oliver added.

“We're facing the same problem going
into next year. We know we will have fair-
ly significant inflationary and annualiza-
tion pressures and we aren't anticipating
final ministry funding for some period of
time into the year.

“If we knew what our Ministry of Health
funding was going in at the start of the
year, it would take much of this uncertain-
ty away from us.”
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o Smitty's * Fortinos* * Bing Ming*
» Pizza Hut* * Business Depot” * Sears*
e Friends of Chavdiere* * Future Shop
*Selected areas only




