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4—The Canadian Champion, Friday, December 21, 2001

Council approves Re

laxpayers will see 3.1 per cent rise in regional taxes next year

By RICHARD VIVIAN
The Champion

Halton residents can expect a 3.1 per cent jump on

their regional tax bills next year.
Regional council approved the increase during budget finaliza-
tion discussions Wednesday.

“This 1s a responsible budget,” Regional Chair Joyce Savoline
told The Champion.

“Nobody likes to see an increase in taxes, but staff and council
handled it (budget discussions) well. If there was anything else to
take out, it would have been done.”

However, support of the $276 million budget wasn’t unanimous.
Burlington Councillor Jack Dennison voted against it, suggesting
with a few changes the increase could be lessened or eliminated.

“With the difficult economic times, I think we should have taken

a harder line on trying to get those numbers (taxes) down,” he told

MILTON

ON-LINE

http://www.iown.milton.on.ca

,' - 00 e T s Gatice for e fire Department will be closed for the Hahday Season from Monday, December 24th, 2001

m::l Tuesday, January 1st, 2002. The administration for the Fire Department wﬂl

Far Fire Sen'ice Emrgmcies pkase call 911.

—Munday.DecemberESl atl 30pm
- Tuesday, Januaryl 2002

~ Closed - M(mday, December 24 at 4'00 p.m.
. -Tuesday, December 25, 2001

. - Wednesday, Decemher 26, 2001
o - Monday, December 31 at 4:00 p.m.
ool - Tuesday, January 1,2002

j fmha information, on programs and operational schedules during
Holiday Season, please contact the appmpnatc facility, noted below.

Leisure Centre at 905-878-7946

re-open on Wednesday, Jmuary 2nd, 2002 at 3 30

PR -

e
PpaT st
''''

" i
TR T
AT A
P

John Tonelli Arena 905-878-2671 !

 Pltse note that theSemors Aéciviy Conti el hoichined o s Ehulldey: Soomin e

y 1, 2002, The Centr
Cabout our  New
Wearsae8.

will re-open on Wedne
Years  Eve

event,

’ m the Town of Milton. iy . , .
~ Please apply in writing, ‘qualification: mdformtewst Apphcanms wnnheacceptod until 4:30 p.m. mlanuary wﬂzm
Fuﬂher detalls may be abtamed by camacnng the Clerk’s Department at 905-878-7211. -

sday, January 2nd, 2002 at 9: mna.m Fmﬁnﬂwr onnalwn or to find out more
please .

STrei st

S Ly ._l, A AT "'1' g T : . ;
i s O < iho2T] |." ] =

E TN : . o 1 b :
- T e R e L i, e

- . _!' it ..1: by el VT e -nh'_ﬁ. : =

e T el .T"_,';.-_,. A 2
S .;4 200 1 untnl "I‘l.lesday |
—— L

contact the Senmrs

Acnvtty ceﬁtrc at

"_ : M Menhm Gf CWR and the SW mmld like to take #ds pportu ' '

" Hisled Lisi, Town Clik
The Corporation of the Town of Milton

gion’s $276 million budget

council.

At the budget review committee meeting Monday, Mr.
Dennison recommended taking a private sector-style approach to
debenturing construction costs related to the Burlington long-
term-care facility budgeted for 2002.

Under the approved schedule, construction costs will be deben-
tured over 10 years, showing the facility to operate at a loss for the
first several years.

If the facility were privately owned/operated, the cost would be
debentured over 20 or 25 years, Mr. Dennison said, receiving the
support of fellow Burlington Councillor Mike Wallace.

“The private sector makes a profit on it (long-term-care facili-
ties). Why are we doing it and losing money?” he questioned
Regional staff.

Stretching the debenturing reduces flexibility for future projects,
said Dave Birkett, Halton’s director of budget and fiscal policy
services.

With the extended debt, there’s less money available to build
additional long-term care facilities — something that will likely be
needed because of the aging population, Mr. Birkett said.

Police get extra $4 million

Mr. Dennison’s recommendation aside, several contributing fac-
tors have lead to the tax increase — not the least of which is an
additional $4 million for Halton Regional Police.

With a budget of $56.6 million — which includes the $4 million
boost — the force will be able to hire 12 new officers, something
Chief Ean Algar said is “very necessary.”

The 2002 Regional budget also includes a contingency for more
than $2 million in subsidy shortfalls from the provincial govern-
ment.

Subsidies for several programs — most noticeably $1.6 million
for ambulance services — have yet to be collected from the
Province.

According to Mr. Birkett, the contingency is needed to ensure
adequate service levels are maintained.

A new waste collection contract is also a driving factor for
increased taxes.

Since the current contract was signed six years ago, collection
costs have risen 40 per cent.

The new contract will begin in February.

For the average homeowner — with a current value assessment
of $220,000 — the end result of the approved budget is a $34.88
boost in Regional taxes.

The Town of Milton is currently looking at maintaining a zero
Increase in municipal taxes.

Councillors are scheduled to formally address the matter
January 7.

GAMBLING
PROBLEM?

If you or someone you know needs help with a gambling

problem, please call the Ontario Problem Gambling Helpline

at 1-888-230-3505, or in your community:

ADAPT
Alcohol, Drug & Gambling
Assessment Prevention & Treatment Services

Burlington 905-639-6537
Halton Hills 905-873-2993
Milton 905-693-4250

Oakville 905-847-6547
All services are free and confidential
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