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Milton’s woeful powerplay
leads to winless weekend

By STEVE LeBLANC
The Champion

The Merchants’ hopes of securing a top
four finish — and the extra first-round

home game that goes with it — are fading
fast.

And they’ll all but completely disappear with anoth-
er winless weekend like the one that just passed.

A 1-for-15 powerplay campaign, spotty goaltending
and careless breakout passing conspired against the
defending conference champs during a surprisingly
unsuccessful home-and-home series against the sec-
ond-last place Burlington Cougars. |

It ended in especially lacklustre fashion at Central
Arena Sunday.

Milton botched three two-man advantages and were
uninspired through lengthy stretches of the night on the
way to losing 4-1.

The Merchants’ blueline unit offered their hosts a
number of breakaway chances — one of which was
converted for a backbreaking shorthanded goal late in
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the second period.
Trevor Battaglia was flawless over the balance of the
contest to keep his team within
striking distance, but a
lack of cohesion and
physical presence
prevented even the
faintest trance of a
comeback bid. A SN g
Rick  Carriere AN ol
made the lone deposit
— fimishing a goal- .. =%
mouth scramble midway
through the evening. Assisting on the play was dynam-
ic newcomer Tristan Senior and rookie Rich Meloche,
who picked up his first point in four games.
Burlington’s goals were delivered by Jamie Bigger,
Steven Johnston, James Maida and Patrick Rowan.
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Huge comeback needed

At Memorial Arena Friday, Milton needed a little of
its dependable home-ice drama to stave off defeat.
Down 5-0 late in the first due to a horrendous start by
Battaglia, the Merchants rallied to tie 5-5 — punctuat-
ing their comeback with a penalty shot deposit 1n the
dying moments of regulation.

-Jett Haydar makes smooth

transition to semi-pro ranks

By STEVE LeBLANC
- The Champion

Jeff Haydar spent most of his junior and univer-
sity hockey career at the top of the standings.

And that trend has continued — thus far anyway |
 — with a jump up to the semi-pro ranks this year. | | =
The Merchants’ former captain is now toiling |

- with the Odessa Jackalopes — who currently sit
first in their south west division and tied for fourth
overall in the Central Hockey League.

in all types of situations.”

- That's been the former
provincial  junior champ’s
strong suit in many years —
including this one, where he’s
being called on for most impor-
tant penalty kills and face-uﬁ’s |
in Odessa’s end.

~ Haydar has also earned some

R powerplay time and been a reg-

The West Texas team has been particularly tough - denr

to beat on home ice and boast a season record of
14-7-4. |
Milton’s 24-year-old centre has had a significant
hand in that success — averaging about a point a
game following a rather qmet first manth with the
Jackalopes.
"It took me about clght or nine games to really
- break in, but since then I’ve adapted pretty well,”
-~ said Hayda -

and
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zone as well. He's lit the lamp
eight times — once for a game winner earlier this
month against state rival Amarillo — and sits with
13 points.
He had an offensively quiet weekend that ended
with a 3-1 loss to former Merchant Luch Nasato’s

Memphis Rweergs Sy Ttns snapped the

decision over San Angelo.
here’s certainly a lot of teams here (in Texas)
bmﬂmasnatmuchtodo(m)’mwm) We
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FREE SALT (Five 36kg bags)
' |FREE INSTALLATION

When you buy a Culligan Water Softener
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Merchants falter against lowly Couegars

Providing the heroics with an impressive backhand
fake was Senior, who also initiated the reversal of for-
tune before first intermission. Milton’s other goals
were posted by Michel Bond, Shawn Mole and David
Ovcjak. Vinee Guiducci and Rick Janco each drew two
assists.

Leading for the Cougars with a hat-trick was Shane
Jooris.

Merchant notes: Senior has figured in nine of
Milton’s 11 goals since his arrival two weeks ago ...
The Merchants are undefeated in their last seven home
games but have scored just one goal in their last two
road trips ... Miltonian Frank Fazio picked up an assist
for Burlington Friday ... Captain Kevin Arruda’s return
from a broken ankle is taking longer than expected.
He’ll likely be out until the Newmarket Showcase ...
Goaltender Ryan McManus received a five-game sus-
pension for inadvertently shooting the puck into the
mesh in Hamilton December 8. However, since the
puck didn’t actually enter the stands, team manage-
ment 1s appealing the call and looking to have his sus-
pension shortened ... Milton will look to end a three-
game winless streak tonight at home against second-
place Bramalea. Game time is 8 p.m. The Merchants
host Mississauga Friday and are in Georgetown
Saturday.
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COMING TO MILTON!!

THE FASTEST INDOOR SPORT IN NORTH AMERICA IS ROLUING INTO

TOWN IN 2002/

THE MILTON ROLLER HOCKEY LEAGUE IS
_ PRESENTING THE “MILTON MISSION

ISEYS, COOL MUSIC
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ER HOCKEY ADVENTURE

%4-18)AND ADULT LEAGUES " |
FROM LATE APRIL TO-MY

LI SAMES AT MILTON MEMORIAL 3

«REP PF 5RAM (4 OR 5 AWESOME TOUBNEYSJ'

2001 ($175 AFTER)

i ONLY $160 IF YOU REGISTERFRIOR fm

REGISTRATION FORMS AVAILABLE AT SPORTCHEK, JOHN
TONELLI ARENA AND MILTON MEMORIAL ARENA

For more information call Dale Conacher @ 905-464-6683

or email: dconacherl@cogeco.ca




