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bounced: fraud trial

By FANNIE SUNSHINE
The Champion

The owner of a furniture manufacturing
business told Oakville court November 22
his store is out in excess of $25,000 after
numerous cheques from the Village Pine
Shoppe failed to clear.

Larry Vokes testified in the ongoing
fraud trial of Charles Currie, 43, of
Campbellville.

Mr. Vokes, co-owner of Frontier
Furniture in Owen Sound, testified he dealt
with Mr. Currie from 1996 to 1999 regard-
ing manufacturing furniture for the Village
Pine Shoppe in Campbellville.

Toward the middle of 1998, he told the
court, Frontier Furniture began to receive
bad cheques from the store.

“Most of the time I dealt with Charlie,
sometimes I dealt with Oriena (Currie, Mr.
Currie’s mother),” Mr. Vokes said.

“At the end of 1998 I told Charlie he had
to pay down the account before we deliv-
ered him more furniture. He told-me 1f 1
sent him more furniture, he would be able
to get the down payments from customers
and would be able to pay. I was surprised
— most people would be apologetic, but
he said to send more furniture.”

In 1999, Mr. Vokes testified, his store
received several returned cheques from the
bank for lack of sufficient funds from the
Village Pine Shoppe.

He continued his testimony In
Burlington court last Friday and told the
court throughout 1999 his business contin-
ued to accept cheques from the Village
Pine Shoppe and continued to deliver to
the store because operators wanted the
money to pay down the account.

“It was important to us to collect the
funds,” he said.

A Name You’ve Grown To Trust.

AN EXTRA

$200 ¢

WHEN YOU INSTALL

Mr. Vokes continued his testimony In
Burlington court Tuesday and testified the
last time he spoke to Mr. Currie was over
the phone this past January.

“He seemed 1n a panic. He said he want-
ed as much furniture as we could give him
but he didn’t push hard. Normally he was
assertive but this time he seemed distant. I
asked 1f he could pay and he said he had no
money. So basically I told him no money,
no furniture.”

During cross examination, defence
lawyer Anthony Bryant suggested a line of
credit had been established between
Frontier Furniture and the Village Pine
Shoppe, to which Mr. Vokes disagreed.

“It was our understanding that our driver
would receive a cheque from the Village
Pine Shoppe upon delivery or we wouldn't
deliver.”

Mr. Bryant pointed out no where on any
document did it say furnmiture wouldn’t be
delivered until the amount owing was paid.

He also suggested a delivery time of one
month from Frontier Furniture to the
Village Pine Shoppe wouldn’t be unrea-
sonable.

“As our business was expanding, the
prediction of a delivery date was less cer-
tain,” Mr. Vokes said. “But the only recol-
lection I have of an extended delivery time
was in July of 2000, when it took 10 or 11
weeks for us to deliver. Prior to that, I don’t
recall any period of an extraordinary deliv-
ery time.”

Charles Currie 1s charged with 25 counts
of fraud under $5,000 and one count of
fraud over $5,000.

He remains in custody.

The trial will continue January 11 in
Burlington court.
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Visit our website at: www.unionenergy.com

«Limited time offer applies to specific residential furnace and/or furnace Air Conditioning packages instalied by Union Energy.

Energy cost s

savings are based upon a comparison of a new high efficiency furnace and existing 60% efficiency furnace. Cannot

be combined with any other offer. Subject to approved credlt Instailatmn extra Terms and uunﬂnmns apph_.r E. 0. & E.

“We wish to point out that a
printing error appears in
The Canadian Champion Phone
Book regarding the location of
the place of practice of
Dr. Debbie Hawkins. Please be
aware that Dr. Hawkins ONLY
operates from her own Veterinary
Hospital, located at
S50 Ontario Street South
(the Pizza Hut Plaza).

(905) 875-6888
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GEOFIG ETOWN

CINEMAS
235 GUELPH STFIEET 873 1999

0 HARRY POTTER

Daily 6:45 & 9:30 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 2:00 p.m.

© MonsTERS INC.

Daily 6:45 & 9:00 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 2:00 p.m.

© BEHIND ENEMY LINES (22

Dﬂﬂ)’ 6:45 & 9:00 p.m. (Mature Theme)
Sﬂt & SUH 2 00 p.m. (Violence)

Frightening
Scenes

—y =

F & = L] L
,rtrrrl—l FeseE) P PP PL -
# b gpg m a pd de g sSSP reTregwre- -

. e ——— —
#

The Canadian Champion, Friday, November 30, 2001—9
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Presents a FREE
“Lifestyle Presentation Workshop”

TOPICS:
« Pay the Penalty &

Renew the Mortgage
» Borrow Money for Investments?

GUEST SPEAKERS:
Chris Carney & John dePass

Wednesday, Dec?th

Hugh Foster Hall

43 Brown St.
(beside Town Hall, Milton)

CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SEATS
905-875-1771
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While supplies last. On advertised items we reserve the right to limit quantities. No dealers please.
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