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to a new Strateglc Plan

By RICHARD VIVIAN
The Champion

Following a number of
wording changes to
strengthen its position and
allay public concerns,
regional council approved a
new Strategic Plan
Wednesday.

“A lot of time — staff’s and
council’s — has gone into develop-
ing this document. Though coun-
cillors do not all agree on every-
thing in it, this does represent the
consensus,”’ said Oakville
Councillor Keith Bird.

The plan provides regional staff
with a guideline of goals and prin-
ciples on which to base recommen-
dations to council, budgets and
management decisions.

Themes laid out in the plan
include smart growth and livability,
mobility and prosperity, services to
people, accountable and responsi-
ble government, and accessible and
resourceful government.

Before unanimous approval of
the plan was received, council
heard from a series of citizens’
groups expressing concern over the
wording of the document.

President of Protect Our Water
and Environmental Resources
Barbara Halsall said she wasn’t
satisfied with general terminology
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used under the smart growth and
livability theme. Her concern was
that exploring business opportuni-
ties by extracting “energy from
waste” at closed landfill sites could
lead to environmentally-damaging
Incineration practices.

“If your intent i1s to capture
methane, then we’re all for it. But
the terms used leave it open to
incineration,”’ she told council.

Suggesting the collection of
methane was the intent of the
wording, council amended the
action to exclude incineration from
possible energy sources.

Group complains plan
isn’t specific enough

Oakvillegreen, a non-profit con-
servation group, also challenged
the “lack of specifics” in the plan.

While each goal outlined con-
tains progress indicators, a starting
point 1S needed on which to base

.comparisons and draw conclu-

sions, said Mike Lansdown,
Oakvillegreen vice-president.
Specific timelines would also aid
iIn the measure of success, he
added.

“How do you know if you actu-
ally accomplish something unless
you say when you want to accom-
plish it by?” he asked. “The overall
timeline of this plan needs to be
addressed.”

But according to Karen
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Maxwell, the Region’s strategic
planning and policy director, time-
lines will be established through
discussions with department heads
as the 2002 annual budget 1s devel-
oped.

Milton group Residents Affected
by Intermodal Lines (RAIL) also
sought to see specific wording that
would express the Region’s disap-
proval of the proposed CN inter-
modal facility in Milton.

“Whether or not you can do any-
thing (to prevent the intermodal
facility), it’s important for people
to know you're opposed,” said Rita
Post, RAIL chair.

The creation of the proposed
intermodal facility, she suggested,
would go against goals in the plan
such as reducing smog, the inclu-
sion of citizens’ health in planning
1ssues, the protection of rural lands,
and reduction of traffic congestion.

“If CN comes 1n, this 1s a com-
plete waste of time,” she argued.

But council was reluctant to alter
the strategic plan to refer to the
intermodal facility because, as sug-
gested by Regional Chair Joyce
Savoline, it’s not something that
should be included. The most
appropriate place for such state-
ments, she added, would be the
Region’s Official Plan — sched-
uled for review in the near future.
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PONTIAC e BUICK ® CADILLAC o GMC TRUCKS

SALE ENDS

WED. OCT. 31ST 9:00pm
ALL REMAINING 2001°s

ROCK BOTTOM
PRICES!!
—rUuTUEOs-

2 DENALI's - Black (1 with roof) 1 SUNFIRE GT - Black, auto, roof
1 JIMMY SLT - Leather, blue & silver 1 BONNEVILLE SSEi - Taupe, fully loaded
2 REGAL LS - Leather, moonroof -2 MONTANA VANS - Ext'd, loaded

2001 GMC SIERRA
2WD EXTENDED CABS

ONLY
2T

.t !
-

e e
e S L
";-r.:.;.a:?,.- e e
R RGP lnt el s B R - f it
#E:*' § o e g - e
4 ..‘_.{:I ; o .._....- g o "ﬂ-'-:'l-,::-': -_1 : ‘l‘(’ L
- R -

* automatic s1 ’
e power windows ,

® power locks
e it & cruise

cisous  USED VEHICLE
PRIC‘E : !SQEE BI91 870-72

2001 MONTANA

=

® air conditioning

* automatic

e 48LV8

* deep tint

® (USIOm Seds (consoke)
® chrome wheels

* 4 door entry

e {ilt steering

'26,998

+ Freight + taxes

CAS

2001 BUIGI( REGAL LS

® 3ir conditioning
® automatic

® power locks

® power windows

® 4 door

e qutomatic

® power windows

® power locks ,

* finted glass e {iit
“ ?passanger + Fm t + taxes ® Cruise US ED ‘/EHICL E
e SWB. o |

CASH PRICE | | "skiPues

2001 SUNFIRE SLX 2000 LESABRE

® 4 door

*
V6 s
® power windows
® power locks
e ilt & cruise ,

® air conditioning
* jutomatic

® power locks

* keyless entry

s16 445

: t?l?steerin ® air conditioning
3 erp t + taves | |+t " USED VEHICLE
CAS PRICE ikt 506254
"As Is

* Sale prices are plus freight and taxes, license & gas extra. Cash rebates from GM have aiready been supplied.

Montana $3,400, Sunfire $3,000 & Sierra $3,000.

Wa llace

| QU{)AM 9:00 PM
'PONTIAC » BUICK » CADILLAC

| FRI. & SAT.
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