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By FANNIE SUNSHINE
The Champion

Scott Dumencu is one

brave nine-year-old boy.

After dozing off shortly after
midnight May 28, Scott woke up
around 2 a.m. to see smoke travel-
ling through an open window of his
Derry Road home. Moments later,
the smoke detector went off.

“At first I thought someone was
cooking,” he said. “We always
leave the window open and the fan
on. When I saw the curtain flashing
(flames) I knew I had to get my
parents and brothers.”

So he dashed to his parents’ room
and woke them up. Then they
woke the other two boys and head-
ed for safety outside.

“I watched TV and they told you
what to do (in case of a fire),” Scott
said. “‘I was thinking 1f 1 should get
my brothers up first or my parents.
[ got my parents up first because |
thought they would know what to
do.”

Asked if he thought of leaving
the house without alerting his par-
ents or brothers, he shook his head.

“l didn’t want to get out. 1've
thought about fires and what 1|
would do (in the situation) and |
thought I would get my parents
out.”

The fire travelled to the attic,
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Milton Professional Firefighters Local 3168 president Mark

Cross (left) and vice-president Don Stewart present Scott
Dumencu his Recogntion Award at Central Station.

causing $75,000 damage.

Because of his bravery, the
Milton Professional Fire Fighters
Association presented Scott with a
Recognition Award Wednesday
night at Central Station on Steeles
Avenue in front of 20 friends and
family members.

Scott said he was “very shocked™
to be recognized.

“We can’t stress enough the
importance of having working
smoke alarms on every floor (of
the home),” said Milton Fire
Captain Mark Cross, who present-
ed the award to Scott.
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Friday, Saturday and Sunday

September 14, 15, 16
“ONE OF THE BEST LITTLE FAIRS IN ONTARIO”
Come and Discover Why!

Captain Cross said this was the
first time the station handed out a
recognition award.

“We're going to be doing this
anytime a young person 1S
involved with alerting the family of
a fire,” he said. “It’s extraordinary
— he’s only nine years old. It’s dif-
ficult to know how to react. He was
quick on his feet and 1t’s worth the
recognition.”

Scott’s mother Sue said it was
exciting for her son to be recog-
nized by the fire department.

“It’s very emotional. It’s a fright-
ening thing to go through.”
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Optnnum
USED VEHICLES

e Manufacturer’s warranty
e 30-day/2500 km no hassle
exchange privilege

e 150 + point inspection

e 24-hour roadside as
tance
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Payments are based on 4 years, 24,000 km per year lease. |
Payments are plus taxes. Money down plus first payment, security deposit, license, and all applicable taxes | |
1D=%$1,000 down payment, 2D=$2,000 down payment
SD $3 000 down payment 5D $5 000 down paymem ?D $7, D{}O dc}wn payment
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