T'hree birds in region
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By HOWARD MOZEL
Special to The Champion

The number of Halton birds
bearing the West Nile Virus
(WNYV) continues to mount, with
confirmation that two more in
Oakville were carrying the dis-

Casc.

In fact, evidence of WNV spreading
through southern Ontario keeps growing as
health officials test for the virus in birds
and begin trapping mosquitoes to also
track 1ts progress.
~ The three WNV-infected birds found in
Oakville — first a blue jay, then two crows
— were Halton’s only confirmed reports at
press time.

In Windsor, the first Canadian location to
confirm WNV 1n a dead crow, has found
the presence of WNV in seven dead birds.
In Toronto, one crow presumed to have the
disease 1s undergoing further testing.

WNV is transmitted by mosquitoes after
they become infected by feeding on the
blood of birds carrying the virus.

According to Julie Davis, environmental

health specialist with Halton Region, 10
special traps provided by the Ministry of
Health and Long-Term Care were
deployed Monday evening to help deter-
mine whether mosquitoes in the area are
harbouring the WNYV,

Ms Davis explained the traps will be set
out at dusk in likely mosquito breeding
areas in Oakville by public health inspec-
tors, then picked up in the morning. The
insects will then be taken to Brock
University for counting and to determine
their species.

From there, the now-frozen mosquitoes
will be shipped to a federal virology labo-
ratory in Winnipeg to be tested for the pres-
ence of WNYV.

According to Health Canada, most peo-
ple infected with WNV don’t get sick.
Those most at risk include people over age
50, the very young and those with weak-
ened immune systems.

Halton’s Medical Officer of Health Dr.
Robert Nosal is still encouraging residents
to continue their vigilance by protecting
themselves from bites and ridding their
properties of mosquito breeding sites.
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155 Nipissing Rd., Milton
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EMS TREATMENTS & BODY SCULPTING

CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

550 Ontano St. S. Unit #18

905-875-2889
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Need a Continuing
Education Calendar"

PICK one up at the

WWW. shendanc on.ca

Davis Campus, !
905-456-1191
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- EVERYTHING IS ON SALE AT
LA-Z-BOY FURNITURE GALLERIES”®
IN BURLINGTON."

Tratalgar Road Campus
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*Offer does not apply to Dotted/Flyer/Clearance merchandise. See store for: details. On approved credit only on
your La-Z-Boy Charge Card. Aﬁﬁc:hlrmmdmdwgsdwdmdmh Limited time offer.
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90 DAYS SAME AS CASH We Make THe Rooms THAT Make A HoME.



