~Town’s poverty level ranks

SECOoM

By FANNIE SUNSHINE
The Champion

Five years ago, Lynne
Russell put together a
report focusing on poverty

in Halton.

She didn’t receive the reaction
she was hoping for.

“People don’t seem to relate well
to reports filled with statistics,”
said the social planner from the
Halton Social Planning Council
and Volunteer Centre.

In May, the council produced a
video that tells the real-life stories
of five people who struggle with
living in poverty.

“People want to see real people
behind the numbers (statistics),”
she said. .

A report was also published by
the council that contains informa-
tion on facts about poverty iIn
Halton and life experiences of peo-
ple living in poverty. The report is
broken down into three sections —

““‘Seniors are the
largest group living in
poverty because it all

relates to income.”
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an extensive profile of those living
in poverty, 15 testimonies of those
living in poverty including infor-
mation on the quality of their lives
and survival strategies, and recom-
mendations for the community to
develop strategies to reduce pover-
ty.

The video is 30 minutes and the
faces of the people are blacked out
for anonymity, Ms Russell said.

Forty-ﬁve per cent of the poverty
rate in Halton Region is in
Burlington, follwed by Oakville at
40 per cent.

Milton has the second lowest

lowest in the region |

poverty rate in the region at 8 per
cent (2,000 people), just 1 per cent
higher than Halton Hills.

All statistics are according to the
1996 Census, Ms Russell added.

““The message we’re trying to get
across (through the video and
report) i1s this can happen to any-
body. There can be a death in the
family or a layoff or something else
that’s unexpected.”

Seniors are at the head of the
poverty chain, followed by chil-
dren and youths.

“Seniors are the largest group
living in poverty because it all
relates to income,” Ms Russell
said.

“Most are living on a fixed
income.”

The Halton Social Planning
Council and Volunteer Centre is
planning to present its report and
video to regional council in the fall.

To obtain a copy of the report or

video for a fee of $25 each, call
(905) 878-0955.

GOOD SERVICE
KES TIME.

GREAT

SAVES

SUMMER MAINTENANCE PACKAGE

* Lube, oil and filter « 15 point inspection
including battery, coolant, tires, wipers, hoses
and belts ¢ Tire rotation « Brake inspection
* Top up fluids  Set tire pressure
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SUMMER BRAKE PACKAGE
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ico® DuraStop® parts » Brake fluid top up 95
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e |1 year or 20,000 km labowr warranty e g
Machining of rotors aad drums extrs, if required. '

OUR COMPUTERIZED ALIGNMENT SERVICE WILL HELP
YOUR VEHICLE PERFORM BETTER AND) LAST LONGER.

Goodwrench Service
______Right. On time.

Al your GM Dealership. nu.unnmencn.nmamua.cm 1-800-GM-DRIVE

Particpalng GM Dulorlhpu may set individual prices. Plus tax. LOF includes up to 5L of GM premium motor oil. Offers valid on most GM vehicles. Offers available to retail customers only,
See Service Advisor for more details or call 1-800-GM-DRIVE. Limited time only. “DuraStop is a registered trademark of ACDelco. "An ofiicial trademark of the Province of Ontario used with permission.
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2001 SUNFIRES

* 4 door * CD player * Air » Auto » Keyless
Remote * Spoiler -
* Power Locks

2001 GRAND AMS

* 4 Cylinder * RR Spoiler
* CD Player » Power Lgg
* Air » Auto

CASH PURCHASE PRICE

17,445

* Full Power ¢ Alloy Rims « CD
Player « 3.8L VB _ Bucket Seats ¢
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ONLY 1 TO CHOOSE FROM
CASH PURCHASE PRICE
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2001 MONTANA VANS

* SWB « Power Windows ¢ Air » Auto
* 7 Passenger ¢ Tinted Glass
* Power Locks
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PONTIAC ¢ BUICK ¢ CADILLAC

MILTON

MON. - THURS.
9:00 aM - 9:00 PM
FRI, & SAT.
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WALLACE PONTIAC
~ BUICK CADILLACLTD.
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