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‘Strawberry season just around the corner

Pick-your-own berries should
be ready this weekend

By RICHARD VIVIAN
The Champion

ocal strawberry producers are busy prepar-
Ing for the rush to the fields as the season

draws near. Patches throughout the Milton

area are expected to be ready in mid-June.

“The pace around the farm really picks up as soon as strawber-
ry season hits. It’s one of our two busiest times of the year — the
other being October with the pumpkins,” said Bert Andrews of
Andrews Scenic Acres.

“We have a few ripe berries now, but not many. It’ll all depend
on the weather (as to when the rest ripen).”

Though the mid-June opening prediction is fairly standard for
the savoured berries, Laura Hughes of Springridge Farm said the
long winter has slowed things down a bit.

“Sometimes 1t’s a little earlier and sometimes it’s a little later
(than mid-June). This year it’s a little later than usual,” she said. o e b P T UL B A Y I R 7 |
“If we get some nice, warm sun like we had (Wednesday) and [FESEEEEE . _ Sy W e T R
(Thursday) it won’t be too long (before they’re ready for pick- | o P L i i o e A T R e P Y s P B o)

Even with the long winter, this year’s crops are looking tobe top  f=tia St RS Fesrss T R A A s S MR I A2 T,
of the line, agree the two area producers. Both the quantity and PRl RSl SR i i ) et e i g
quality of the favoured fruit have given farmers reason for opti- e e R AR s 8 e R A iAo A I T g - L |
mism.

“It looks like a lovely crop. They’re sizing up nicely with the
rain. We didn’t have any trouble with frost this year and there was
enough sun for the bees to pollinate them,” said Ms Hughes.

Picking strawberries 1s a popular event at area farms as people
welcome the summer with a stroll through the berry patch. The w4 * A s Jr TNy T - PR T R R SR RS R e
the growing process and get a little fresh air while they stock up S JuEaENERN & » N el T e
on the jamming favourite. ST T e -, : R .

But increasingly, people don’t have the time to spend in the e B e NG Ny b T . A As pick-your-own strawberry sea-
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field, opting instead to snatch up a basket of pre-picked berries, o e e A N i S . b WG B SOI"I' . approaches, Wilton's
Mr. Andrews said g oL ALY Rl 5 i . W .| Springridge Farm on Bell School
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“When members of the family are all working, they might pre- TRE B i e T S e DS Heree (';:ci,ae)e: v::r on loade ofy:i:
fer to just buy them already picked. On the other hand, we also B Ll L Sl ann . : 9
‘ ‘ _ ‘ T irey Ll Rt TN . P o e : @ > g tors makes its way back to the park-
have a lot of people come out for the farm experience of picking i R A ANPGRS i 1ot area while emblovee Erinn
strawberries. We sell a lot both ways,” he said. N G, v T R B Dt el R g , P
. _ . . o g R TR e e NUEERE PR E Nl Walsh picks some of the early
While most bernes are still a little green, Springridge Farm has Bt Ll o berries out in the field. Those
a select few that are ready for enjoyment. The farm grows a half T ol ke b, YRGS G looking to pick their own 'berries
acre of berries with the assistance of a black biodegradable plastic b~ a . N RN ah ouldg be able to do so as early as
e »at the ground, creating a greenhouse-type affect. e Aot AL BN e TS 2T | & :
i 1P PRS00 FR— wllis s Eah | NS et W e B § SR P this weekend. Strawberry season,
“The sun on the black (plastic) heats the soil and the plants come S oy | - S e Mg,
out earlier. We’ve just done a small area that way so that we would
have a few berries to pick early,” Ms Hughes said. “John (her hus-
band and farm grower) i1s doing a bit of an experiment with them
and 1t’s been quite successful.”

always a big hit among local resi-
The strawberry patch at Andrews Scenic Acres 1s expected to < S el PP TR W £ W M T TR R
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dents young and old, runs until

R b T e g ]  about mid-July.
open June 15. The farm 1s already open with several other attrac- iy (- 38 s T . N ey AT . Y e S Photos b y
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WA COGECO 14 Programming Schedule = June 12th - June 18th 2001.
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v .ﬁ ._ %% 1 ﬁé‘f i %«% ﬁ”*’“ | 9am, 10am, 11am, Noon Plugged In! 9am, 10am, 11am, Noon Plugged In! 9am, 10am, 11am, Noon Plugged In! 9am, 10am, 11am, Noon Plugged In! 9am, 10am, 11am, Noon Plugged In!
s S on oy it Encore Encore Encore Encore Encore
: 4 ' Spm, 6pm & 7:30pm  Plugged In! Spm, 6pm & 7:30pm  Plugged In! Spm, 6pm & 7:30pm  Plugged In! Spm, 6pm & 7:30pm  Plugged In! Spm & 6pm Plugged In!
ﬁé&”} 10“/ 5:30pm Seniors 5:30pm Quick & Easy 5:30pm The Issue Is... Week in Review | 5:30pm Living on the
Showcase Ways to Healthy | 6:30pm Money Week 5:30pm The Issue Is... Edge
6:30pm Optimist TV Eating 7:00pm Osler Health 6:30pm Semiors Showcase | 6:30pm Money Week
WwWw.cogeco.ca Bingo 6:30pm Swap Talk Comoction | 7:00pm Osler Health | 7:00pm The lssue Is.. I
8:00pm - Juno Beachto | 8:00pm Juno Beach to | 8:00pm Halton Regional Connection 7:30pm Quick & Easy
NORTH HALTON STUDIO Caen, Part 1 Caen, Part 2 Council - June Ways to |
21 Main Street North, 13th Healthy Eating |

Acton, ON L7J 1V9 f 8:00pm SportsZONE |
(519) 853-4700 Feature this week: The Season Finale of “TV Bingo & Swap Talk” - Tuesday & Wednesday, 6:30 pm. Live A

Thursday, June 14th
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