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Funding doesn’t

cut it, say public
school officials

By DENNIS SMITH
Special to The Champion

The budget clock is ticking and some Halton District School
Board officials are alarmed at the provincial grant numbers they’re
seeing.

“T'hey’re robbing Peter to pay Paul,” said Burlington trustee
Debbie Downs. “A number of things that have been given are
being taken back.”

The Province has increased the Halton board’s funding by an
estimated $4.8 million for the upcoming school year.

But public school officials, who must finalize their budget by the
end of June, say increases amount to $100 per pupil spread over
several areas.

“We will not be able to fulfill our obligations to students,” said
Ms Downs. “We will not even have enough to pay for all our
needs.”

The trustee said it’s unclear how much new provincial funding
Is coming in. Ms Downs noted a recent provincial subsidy to help
with rising fuel costs hasn’t been included in 2001-02 grants.

Another concern is high school curriculum funding. There will
be $325,000 for the new grade 11 timetable, half of what was pro-
vided earlier when new grade 9 and 10 courses were introduced.

“There’ll be no funding for textbooks when the new year is
introduced,” said Ms Downs. “It’s a difficult pill to swallow.
There’s no clear funding for them.”

The trustee said some grants weren’t announced until mid-May,
making it difficult to obtain public input before the budget is
approved. “That’s a pretty fast turnaround.”

The board’s business services superintendent Carla Kisko also
expressed concern about provincial funding levels.

“It’s going to be awfully hard to set a budget with so much nd-
ing on the $100 per pupil,” Ms Kisko said. “It is difficult to bal-
ance a budget of that kind.”

She said additional pupil funding represents a 1.6 per cent hike,
half the increase of the Consumer Price Index.

Of the $360 million extra the Province is providing to school
boards, $120 million will address enrolment growth, she noted.

The superintendent was still awaiting regulations for spending
of increased funding on local programs like remedial help.

Burlington MPP Cam Jackson noted the combined funding
increase for Halton’s public and Catholic boards is $12.3 million.

“The government is keeping its promise to invest in quality edu-
cation,” he said. ‘“Education continues to be a priority and we've
increased funding yet again to help Halton schools ensure our chil-
dren receive the education they need to succeed.”

He noted the Province has increased spending each year since
introducing student-focused funding in 1998. Last year, Halton’s
public school board received an extra $10.9 million, while the
Catholic school board received an additional $11.8 million.

This year’s province-wide increase represents a 2.8 per cent hike
over last year’s education spending, said Mr. Jackson.

The MPP also cited $50 million announced recently for boards
to address local priorities. He said this will provide greater flexi-
bility and resources, providing students with better access (0 sup-
port programs, such as remedial help.

“We continue to move forward with improvements to the edu-
cation system, including a rigorous curriculum, clear and under-
standable report cards, standardized testing and an emphasis on
performance-based accountability.”

A WATER CONDITIONER
WITH A MIND OF ITS OWN. J

Culligan Soft-Minder Water Conditionérs have a good mind to save you money.
By recharging only when needed, they save on water, salt and electricity. Call your Culligan Man. u
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expect from
your car this

T T P B R
r:;_:r w r ;:-‘.'-'r'_a",l:nz.' e u B O o S L il d W e e
e et = fom = e -~ A |, g A * o
i 1.,!"_': e " ——— b - I oy
r ¢ o s =2 B i - -~
i o ~ S : : v i . el e

""""" Standard Features Include: * 3.0L OHV V6 Engine » Automatic
i e Power Adjustable Pedals ® Air Conditioning ® Power Driver's
o . e . Seat with Lumbar Support « AM/FM with CD Player ® ABS

i el e Dual-Stage Front Air Bags ® Crash Severity Sensors
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R — - R " The Taurus has earned five stars — the highest possible U.S.

Government crash test rating — for front impact for both driver
and front passenger — three years in a row.##

2001 Focus SE Sedan

Standard Features Include: » 2.0L Split Port Induction Engine e Air
Conditioning ® 5-Speed Transmission ® Power Door Locks with
Remote Keyless Entry e Dual-Stage Front Air Bags ® Height
Adjustable Driver's Seat ® SecuriLock™ Anti-Theft System

36 month lease for only
down, $250 security
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per month with $2,595
Or lease for $229/month with $1,500 down
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2001 Windstar LX

Standard Features Include: » 3.8L 200hp V6 Engine ® Automatic
e Air Conditioning ® Power Windows/Locks/Mirrors @ ABS e Dual
Sliding Doors ® Over 40 Standard Safety Features Includes Value

i Group: * Speed Control # Tilt Steering e Privacy Glass
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With personal
safety system’

per month with $4,745down, 48 month purchase financing on
$300 security & $955 freight.  ALL new in-stock 2001 Windstar.

Or lease for $352/month with $1,500 down
' 8.0 6 & ¢
» . Windstar is the only minivan to earn a Five Star Crash
Z (?—- \ Hurry. le |ted EID’Enéﬂ ! Test Rating seven years in a row for front impact for both driver

and front passenger in U.S. Government testing.?#

time Oﬁer- A———— www.ford.ca/offers
YOUR ONTARIO FORD DEALERS.

WISE BUYERS READ THE LEGAL COPY: 10.9% purchase financing on all new - stock 2001 Taurus for a maximum of 48 months 10 retail customers, on approved credit. £.g. $20,000 financed at 0.9% annual percentage rate for 48 months,

monthly payment is $424 38, cost of bomowing is $370.24 and total to be repaid is $20,370.24. Down payment or equivalent trade may be required based on approved credit. “Lease a new 2501 Focus SE Sedan for $199/$229 per month
based on an annual lease rate of 2.9% and a 36 month laase from Ford Credit to qualified retail lessees, on approved credit. Total lease obligation is $9,759/89,744 with $2,595/81,500 down payment or equivalent trade required. Hirst month's
payment and $250/$275 security deposit required. *Laase a new 2001 Windstar LX with Value/Utility Group for $259/$352 per month based on an annual lease rate of 1.9% and a 36 month lease from Ford Credit to qualified retail lessees,
on approved credit. Total lease obligation is $14 069/814,172 with a $4,745/$1,500 down payment of equivalent trade required. First month's payment and $300/$425 security deposit required. 110% purchase financing on all new in-stock
2001 Windstar for a maximum of 48 months to retail customers, on approved credit. £.g. $20,000 financed at 0% annual percentage rate for 48 months, monthly payment is $416.67, cost of borrowing is $0 and total to be repaid is $20,000.
Down payment or equivalent trade may be required based on approved credit. OPersonal Safety System includes: dual-stage front air bags, crash severity Sensor, safety belt pretensioners, salety belt energy management retractors, safety belt usage sensors and driver seat
position sensor. Some conditions and a mileage restriction of 60,000 km over 36 months apply to all lease offers. A charge of 8 cents per km over mileage restriction apphes, plus applicable taxes. Lease offers exclude freight ($730/$955), licence, insurance, administration
fees and all applicable taxes. Dealer may lease for less. Limited time offers. Offers may be cancelied at any time without notice. All offers are mutually exclusive and cannot be combined. Purchase financing not available with any other offer. Some conditions may apply to
the Graduate Recognition program. Dealer may not have vehicie in stock. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery See Dealer for details. ¥ No charge 5-year/100,000 km Powertrain Protection Program is available only on all new 2001 and new in-stock prior model year Focus and
Windstar. To be eligble delivery must ocour between May 14 and September 30, 2001. Offer available 1o retail customers only Any purchasers/lessees of fleet, govemment or daily rental vehicles are ineligible. See your Ford of Canada dealer for additional details.
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£ The highest front impact rating for both the driver and front passenger in U.5. Govemment National Highway Traffic Safety Administration testing (www.NHT5A.com). Ontario FDA, P.O. Box 2000, Oakwille, Ontanio L6J S5E4
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