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with agriculture facility’s dramatic turn-around

: :

Museum revenues have almost tripled over the past three years

File photo by GRAHAM PAINE

Country Heritage Park has seen a
significant increase in facility rentals
for events like the Milton rodeo last
August.

/Park board

has a new
president

David Pelletterio was elected president
of the board of directors of Country
Heritage Experience Inc. at the associa-
tion’s annual general meeting April 6.

Country Heritage Experience Inc. 1s the
non-profit association that operates
Country Heritage Park, the former Ontario
Agricultural Museum/Farm Museum on
Tremaine Road.

Mr. Pelletterio served on the board of
directors since 1997 and replaces retiring
president Dr. Rob McLaughlin.  Dr.
McLaughlin, who served two years as
president, will remain on the board as past
president.

“The first year (1997) was very diffi-
cult.” Mr. Pelletterio said, reflecting on the
five years he has served on the board.

“It was a ‘stop and get control of the
operation’ year after the government of
Ontario ceased operating the site. Since
then. however, significant progress has
been made towards the goals of self-sufti-
ciency and financial sustainability. We
have steadily increased revenues from
events. admissions, school programs,
group tours and facility rentals while main-
taining the historical collection of over
20,000 artifacts.”

Interesting year ahead

The year ahead promises to be interest-
ing, he added.

“Bookings of events and facihty rentals
are ahead of last year. Corporate partners
such as the Dairy Farmers of Ontanio, the
Ontario Cattlemen’s Association, and UPI
, *see NATTRESS on page 20
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A solid year of progress was recorded by
Country Heritage Experience Inc., the non-profit
association that operates Country Heritage Park
(formerly the Farm Museum) on Tremaine Road.

At the association’s annual general meeting
April 6, members were gratified with the dramatic
turn-around since 1998 and were excited with the
outlook for next year.

“In 2000 we delivered what we promised,” said
Reg Cressman, general manager of the park.
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Shopping Hours: Mon. to Fri. 9:30 a.m. -9:00 p.m. Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Sunday Noon to 5:00 p.m.
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“Our repeat and new business says it all.
Revenues from operations have almost tripled
since 1998. We've come a long way since 1t was
announced in 1997 that the Ontario Agricultural
Museum was to close.

“And, we’re doing it with four full-time statf, 10
part-time historical interpreters and a great group
of collector clubs and rural associations that last
year donated more than 597 volunteer days of
service.”
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no place like home
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High“ghl‘n of 2000 include:

« A $71,000 grant from the Ontano Tnilum
Foundation that funded: The installation of natural
gas heat in the 8,000-square-foot Gambrel Bam
(the largest meeting and event centre at the sie);
the creation and implementation of the Countr)
Heritage Park name and logo, including new site
signage; and the launch of a themed horticultural
program, including 131 varieties of ins, 36 var-
eties of lilacs, 32 varneties of lilies and 22 vaneties
of flowering shrubs

» Sponsorship of the education program by the

» see DAIRY on page 20

HOME SHOW

APRIL 25 - 29

Get your homework
started by seeing the
latest and greatest
home improvement
roducts and services.
Presented Dy
Regional Shows Inc.

friendly & familiar

Escarpment Country™ Tournsm Partner

Corner of Main & Ontarnio
905-878-3900




