By KIM ARNOTT

Special to The Champion

The trial of a Campbellville man began
this week with testimony from four former
furniture store customers who told a Milton

court they paid for items they never
received.

Charles Currie, 43, is facing 17 charges of fraud
under $5,000 and one charge of fraud over $5,000 in
connection with dealings at the Village Pine Shoppe.

Hamilton resident Michael Giusto told the court that
in September 1997, he put down a $1,200 deposit on a
$3,898.50 order for bedroom and dining room furni-
ture.

Mr. Giusto testified that Mr. Currie told him the fur-
niture would be delivered in about a month, at which
time the remainder owing would be due.

However, a month later Mr. Currie called to ask for
more money.

“He explained to me that his suppliers needed more
funds so if I wanted my furniture it would be in my
best interest to give him more money,” testified Mr.
Giusto.

Mr. Giusto said he gave Mr. Currie an additional
$1,500 at that point, and then another $500 in
December 1997, when Mr. Currie said he needed more
money to obtain the furniture.

“At this point I was getting a little skeptical and a lit-
tle worried,” Mr. Giusto told provincial court Justice
J.D. Takach.

“But 1 wanted the furniture and I wanted the trans-
action to be closed.”

When he still hadn’t received his furniture by April
1998, Mr. Giusto called the Village Pine Shoppe and
cancelled his order, he testified.

Although he said Mr. Currie told him he would have
his money returned, Mr. Giusto told the court that no
refund ever matenalized despite regular phone calls to

Four people testify they never |
received furniture: fraud trial

the store.

“(Mr. Currie) kept on coming up with excuse after
excuse,  said Mr. Giusto. “On one occasion, he told
me the store was robbed and he was going through
insurance claims.”

Eventually, Mr. Giusto testified, Mr. Currie simply
stopped taking his phone calls.

A small claims court judgement against Mr. Currie’s
mother Ornena Currie — in connection with the
Village Pine Shoppe — eventually awarded money to
Mr. Giusto, but he testified he has never seen any of
the cash.

On cross-examination, Mr. Currie’s defense lawyer
Anthony Bryant suggested that Mr. Giusto had never
actually purchased the furniture but was simply put-
ting money down on a layaway basis.

He suggested Mr. Giusto had eventually cancelled
the order because he needed the money back.

Mr. Giusto disagreed, saying he had cancelled the
order because it was late and he no longer wanted the
furniture.

The court also heard from Debra and Ian Manson, a
Mississauga couple who paid in full for a bedroom
suite they testified they never received.

lan Manson told the court that Mr. Currie blamed the
delay in delivery of the furniture on the fact that an
employee responsible for staining furniture had broken
her hand twice.

Another former customer, Diane Pender, told the
court that she gave the store a $1,000 deposit against
an oak entertainment unit — which she never
recerved.

She told the court she was repeatedly told the unit
was simply not ready, and never received either the
furniture or her money back.

The trial has now been adjourned until June 4. It’s
expected to run another 16 days and continue into the
fall.

— With files from STEVE LeBLANC
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2-4 p.m.

sun. April 22/01
241 Woodward Ave.

Old? Yes, but charming showcase for
antiques, art, children, whatever. Quiet
established neighbourhood. $254,900.

See for yourself. -
Teresa Milis-Hall | g

Sales Representative
Re/Max Blue Springs Realty (Halton) Corp.

878-7777
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Georgetown District
Christian School

April 24th, 2001
9:00 - 10:30 a.m.
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Celebrating Christian
Education Week

11643 Trafalgar Rd.

Georgetown, ON
905-877-4221

*Serving the needs
of the Christian Community
for over 35 years”

In store specials on our

The Canadian Champion, Friday, April 20, 2001—5

range of athletic clothing.
Food Supplements

(Proteins & Fat Burners)

3537 Fairview St., #5
Burlington, ON L7N 2R4

(905) 632-4545

156 Main St. E

Milton, ON LO9T 1N6

(905) 876-1081

Mon-Wed 10-6, Thurs-Fri 10-9, Sat 10-5
www.awesomebodeez.com
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Arthritis - Painfree in 2 wee

After suffering
for years, this 1s
exactly what hap-
pened to me. |
spent $2,000 on
pills, creams, chi-
ropractors,
acupuncture, o m’

magnetic devices Nick A. Jerch

and physio-ther- |
apy. No relief Burlington, ON

until I took shark
cartilage capsules for 2 weeks and
all pain was gone.

MIRACULOUS says Eveline
Frigault, Losier, NB. Pain 1s 90%
less 1n 2 weeks. Suffered for 10
years. Tried all drugs. Thank you
very much. @ BEST HELP for
my arthntis | had in 20 years.
Tnied drugs. Could not sleep or get
out of the house. Was scheduled
for surgery. I bought 3 bottles Bell
shark cartilage at SEARS. My
pain 1s 99% gone. Thank you.
Helen Tutka, Saskatoon, SK @ 1|
DID A VERY SILLY THING |
tried another brand and my pain
came back. 2 weeks on Bell and
the pain 1s gone again. Gert
Dupuis, Hanmer ON. @ 1 CAN-
CELLED KNEE REPLACE-
MENT I was in pain and limp-
ing. Have no more pain now.
Can square dance for hours.
Anton Melnychuk, Porcupine
Plain, SK @ Dozens more on the
web at
www.BellDistributors.com/shark.
All honest and true. Many are
completely pain free. Others have
30% or 90% less pains. Some
have relief in 2 weeks. Others in
4-6 weeks. Draw your own con-
clusions from these letters. There
1Is no need to give advice or make
claims.

NO KNOWN SIDE EFFECTS.

ks!

Not a drug. A natural remedy.
Judging by the response, it helped
about 98% - almost everybody.
Customer letters are proof: Bell
shark cartilage 1s 10 times more
effective than glucosamine with
bovine (cow) chondroitin. Lots of
letters saying @ | can move my
fingers again and do my house-
work. @ | can sleep pain free for
the first time in 15 years. @ | can
l1ift my arms again. @ Rheumatoid
pain i my joints
1Is down 90%. @
Can chimb stairs
without hanging
on to the railing.
® Can walk now THeR
for hours. @ Fact SEEEE

IS by now thou- § b
sands of people
are oft Medicare,
saving us millions
of dollars in taxes
yearly and are
having their qual-
iy of life
restored. They write that they suf-
fered 10, 20 or 30 years. In stores
ask for bottles with this label:
MUST HELP OR MONEY

MR MUST HELP OR MONEY
AR [eI 0 don T accept any-
thing less. 100 capsules of 750mg
shark cartilage are only $24.90 per
bottle. Minimum 3 bottles (you
have to take it for 2-3 weeks 12
per day).

® For lower back pain arthritis
use Bell pepper cream: My lower
back pain and shoulder muscles
are 100% pain free. Milt Cooper,
Bobcaygeon, ON @ | work in
construction and my lower back
was killing me. After using pep-
per cream | can work again. | am
very pleased. Pierre-Luc Simard,
Chicoutimi, QC

AVAILABLE in MILTON at:

Health = DLS

I60A Main St. E. Ph: 878-2297

Nutntion House South Milton Mall Ph: 693-8942
Shoppers Drug Mart 265 Main St E. Ph: 878-3311
Call stores first, if out of stock, call 1-800-333.7995




