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Canada needs policy
now to ensure future

Much of the world is currently consumed with agricultural 1ssues.

Foot and mouth disease along with mad cow disease 1s ravaging
Great Britain and it has now come to France and Argentina. The out-
break is threatening the livelihood of thousands of farmers and anyone
along the food delivery chain. And 1t’s a long chain indeed.

And on Wednesday across Canada, farmers clogged roads in a
national day of protest against a $500-million federal aid package they
have called inadequate. They argue that they’re fighting tough compe-
tition for their commodities thanks to higher subsidies being paid to
U.S. and other farmers.

[.ike most business people, farmers aren’t heard from when times are
good, only when there’s a downturn.

But the fact is that someone has to produce our food and unless the
federal government can produce an agricultural policy that benefits
both the farmer and the consumer, this circle of blame will continue.

Somehow Canada has got to have a cohesive farm policy that gives
our young people some hope that they can make a reasonable living off
the family farm. Information from farm groups says that’s not happen-
ing and that means a lot of trouble in the future.
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Couple upset by CN development says they feel their property
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