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Province grants Halton Children’s Aid Soctety
an extra $548,000 toward operating budget

By ANGELA BLACKBURN
Special to The Champion

The Halton Children’s Aid
Society (CAS) will receive an

~extra $548,000 in funding from

the Province this year.

The money 1s part of the Province's
recent announcement of $123 million n
extra funding for 53 Ontario children’s aid

>

societies. *

The extra $548,000 will be applied to the
$9.7 million operating budget of the
Halton CAS.

“That amount of public dollars 1s signif-
icant,” said Roy Walsh, executive director
of the Halton CAS.

About $180,000 will go toward operat-
INg COSLS.

Mr. Walsh said this would reduce the
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et much-needed funding boost

percentage of the budget (from 6.7 per cent
to 4.9 per cent) that the agency must raise
itself.

The remaining $368,000 will go into
group home care.

Mr. Walsh said the extra money is good
news.

Children’s aid societies aren’t tied to a
strict operating budget, but are funded
according to provincial “benchmarks™ or
rules which govern how much they receive
per child.

For example, Mr. Walsh said this year's
budget was estimated at $9.4 million.

Instead, it now sits at $9.7 milhion
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' SURVIVE AND WIN :100,000 |

Enter the Ontario Slots at Racetracks SLOT SURVIVOR TOURNAMENT
starting Monday March 5th and you could win  100,000. On Mondays, Tuesdays
and Wednesdays until March 28th there will be 8 sessions a day where you can rack up
tournament points. Earn the most points and become one of the 21 finalists fo make it
to the Grand Finale in Ottawa on March 31st. Third place gets $10,000. Second place
gets $25,000. But go all the way and win the SLOT SURVIVOR TOURNAMENT
and you get the 100,000 grand prize. You may now commence daydreaming!
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Complete contest detals available at the Slots at Mohawk Raceway, 9430 Guelph Line or call (905) 854-4053. Must be 19 years
of age or oider. Space s imited. Pour renseignements en frangais, veullez vous rendre au comptoir du Cercle des
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because the number of chents has
increased.

The budget is revised four times annual-
ly.

The Halton CAS cares for 210 children
and last year it launched 2,000 investiga-
tions —30 per cent more than the previous
year, said Mr. Walsh, who attributed the
hike to increased awareness.

Meanwhile, the Ontario Association of
Children’s Aid Societies has asked the
Province to review funding benchmarks,
five of which it said are critical.

The recent funding announcement was
based on a provincial review of two of the
benchmarks, said Mr. Walsh.

“Obviously the Province did recogmze
that these needed adjustment. They’ ve also
committed to a comprehensive review ol
all benchmarks within the next 13
months,” he said.

Among the most important to the CAS 15
“the staffing required to do the job as to the
standards, which are good standards, set

out by the ministry,” said Mr. Walsh.
Caseload has increased

The local CAS added eight statf mem-
bers when the ministry increased annual
funding by $114 million for children’s aid
societies across the province last May.

However, the caseload has increased.
“We're still running three to four staff
members in excess of the provincial fund-
ing formula,” said Mr. Walsh.

Other benchmarks considered critical by
the CAS are program support (administra-
tion) and legal services.

John Baird, the minister responsible for
children, said the Province has improved
standards and accountability, increased
funding to hire more front-line workers,
boosted foster parent rates and better
trained staft.

In 1998, the Province announced $170
million over three years for children’s aid
societies to hire more staff, and improve
training and foster care.

Minimum basic daily rates for foster par-
ents were bumped from $14 to $25.71 and
foster parent training is being standardized.

Front-line workers also use a common
“risk assessment” system and a province-
wide database helps them track high-risk
families.

Evergreen Cemetery
Board

nvites

Rights Holders and
Neighbours

to an informal
Information Session
al
Milton Evergreen
Cemetery

Works Garage

Sat. Mar. 10, 2001,
3 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Information will be available
on planned changes at the
existing Works Garage site to
accommodate a crematorium.

Members of the Board and
experts on the facilities will be
present to answer questions.




