“Many farmers think golf
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Some farmers fear restricting golf
courses will lower their land values

By IRENE GENTLE
The Champion

Halton farmers took some
swings at Halton’s draft
Golf Course Study at a
statutory public meeting
held at the Region earlier
this month.

The plan aims to prevent golf
courses from sprawling over prime
agricultural land below the escarp-
ment brow.

Instead, an amendment to the
Regional Official Plan could direct
new courses above the brow or to
degraded lands such as brown
fields, former landfill sites and
abandoned quarries.

But some farmers feared that
restricting golf courses would
lower the price should they opt to
sell their land upon retirement.

The farmers also blasted
Halton’s planning and public
works committee January 10 for
not sustaining local agriculture
through planning intiatives such as
adequate support services, includ-
ing road shoulders wide enough to
accommodate slow-moving farm
vehicles.

Selling his land will likely be

more lucrative than keeping it, said
Bob Merry of Merrybrooke Farms.

“It would make no sense for my
son to even think about farming
here,” he said. “lI feel you're saving
the cart here and not worrying
about the horse.”

Some farmers talked about a
future in which Canadians simply
imported their food.

“The amount of food being pro-
duced i1s almost unbelievable,” said
Don Rowntree of Halton Hills.
“We're more concerned with leav-
ing the land the freedom that it
has.”

And Milton’s Jack Proud said the
land deemed prime in the study
actually isn’t.

“Anything in Halton I would
have considered prime has been
covered over,” he said.

He objected to the report’s
endorsement by the Halton
Agricultural Advisory Committee
(HAAC).

“I'm here to tell you that HAAC
in no way shape or form speak for
me,” he said. “I have no 11l feelings
about a golf course one way or
another. People need recreation.”

Mr. Proud also hinted that
HAAC members rarely owned
their own land or farmed large

course study for the birds ‘

parcels. That raised the hackles of
HAAC Chair Jay Kitching, who
supported the staff plan.

“T"ve just been told I'm a farmer
of two or three acres who couldn’t

care less,” he said angnly.

Mr. Kitching said he has trouble
believing Halton could support an
estimated demand for up to 42 new
golf courses over the next 20 years,
and noted that only golf courses are
being restricted in the report.

“The only use it’s limiting is golf
courses in prime agricultural land,”
he said. “HAAC is of the belief we
have to protect this agricultural
land 1if we can.”

Milton’s Julie Barnes was anoth-
er HAAC member who came out
in support of the draft study.

“T think agricultural land should
be protected. We can’t rely on
other countries for food,” she told
the committee. “That’s all I have to
say. Hooray. Go for it.”

The meeting was for information
only, so councillors weren’t asked
to make any-decisions on what
transpired.

Currently, there are 28 golf

courses and five driving ranges 1n
Halton, split equally between the
rural and urban areas.

Of those, five are located above
the escarpment brow.

Another eight courses are cur-
rently proposed, six of which are
slated for prime agricultural land.

'99 Daewoo Lanos

2 dr. with air, 5 spd, CD, black,

#127524A. Only 16,000 kms. Bal. of 5 yr/

100,000 pwr train warranty.

'97 Grand Prix

3.8 litre, V6, auto, pw, pdi, air, tilt,p. moonroof, 1

owner, only 74,000 kms. Don’t miss
this great automobile. #135868A

'98 Chevy Malibu LS

4 dr., auto, V6, air, pw, pdl, tilt, cruise,
CD/cassette, 1 owner, only 58,000 kms.
#311881 0A
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'99 Regal LS |

4 door, V6, pw, pdl, tilt, cruise, one
owner, #179884A

'91 Olds 98 Elite

L 4 dr., pw, pdl, tilt, cruise, leather, only 99,000
kms. This car is pristine! Don't miss this
one - it won't last!. #144751A
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'97 Buick Riviera

Auto, V6, air, pw, pdl, tilt, cruise, p. moonroof,
chrome rims, fully loaded, champagne. Don't
miss this one! Only 79,000 kms. #P1627A
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3 door, pw, pdl, tilt, air, bedliner, 1 owner,
off lease. #P1653A. 67,000 kms.

'95 Dodge Stratus

4 door, air, 1 owner, only 89,000 kms.,
#538377A

'97 Safari SLT
Pw, pdl, tilt, cruise, air, aluminum rims, dual

power seats. Don't miss this exceptional
value. #133038A

'93 Olds Delta Eighty-Eight

4 door, 3.8 litre, V6, auto, pw, pdl, air,
#11708A

e 1993 Grand Am
e 2000 Montana

* 1999 Cadillac Catera (2)
1998 Cadillac Catera

_ * 1998 Monte Carlo * 1999 Transport

| e 1997 LeSabre * 1998 Transport

’ _ (4 dr, leather)

| » 1997 Seville STS » 1997 Tracker

g * 1996 Sable * 1995 4x4 1/2 ton

»'97 Safari and '93 Olds 3 month, 5000 km warranty ¢
* * Vehicle sold “as is”, not an Optimum vehicle. ¢

O \A \(I(' r(-‘gq

N
301
MAIN ST. E.
MILTON

MON. - THURS. |
9:00 am - B:00 P
FRI. & SAT.
9:00 aM - 6:00 Pm

= = e T

i -. = ;l-. Heat
L I"..: 15%.

: "a _|:' .:'}."-:..:I:'-g S'T‘dwt‘ :ﬁﬁ;‘; e R

T - .':'-.'k.:,;.'.il £ 2T -'.-.'ul-'.'-.l.‘-"' iy g O Ry L)
AT S RN T )

it ' [ = - g 3 - !
o 4 el 1 rl . L Ll ey - - v B s o - B . -
il e W 1 1 ] o g a ] 1% e B ! j y . g { AN |
MR §= 5 ¥ 493 - i o : N _ L L : e . L . - i -
L - = 3 X - ¥ 1 . It g . e, kL i i i e
e L_ - _'J:r- |___-__' .- - E i h rLF g . ¥ _lI 3 ..‘ B e | [ & B 3 1
‘.1'-:.-.”- », _:-]_E-ll N _I-I.l' ; T J ; = = o : ! . ] L‘
e T e S | RS 6 ; ] 3 o ] # our'] f
e ._.I T . . % < P E - = "
Tl B E g y ' 3 5e. 4 ap
el e T e | " e |
) '|- ] FI"!- — v - L J P 3 .
R o Arara e i P o b Tk B e T % w
.Il -. -. I. :.- ._ 5 i .I - T . { .. ._ L ! ® y ; . : I: ; 3 "t
g Il-'II' - i = : d i
Lr:':l:l 4 .. .- I. v { I i E T 9 % 3 'IL . = ‘- ’
e b . A : '-"!*:- SR o ;. -
M 3 : v 3 - - = e iy
= I = . T
. T i il . [ L
; . . ="
’ -ill-. E 1':-..- :.-".'-i"‘-'-_ Mmoo '.-- i .-.r:‘_-__ ":I | _ Rk : i Ft ki . e, 'I‘ ’ i b ™ :
. :1...l I.:. a0 -._ 't ¥ b a‘ : I . i :I. v ':::.I.l -_ k a LI T ; - B : :1 & ] o o i ”‘q L, 25 ! ’
—— < 1 - X __ e . s _ 85
.-lrl -.'r, = .
! il il ] . EE- 1 =4
. b B g .
1 @ - v [, i
: "
3 L s

Look for Super Value Coupons on our Website www.haltonhuts.on.ca
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« PONTIAC * BUICK * CADILLAC * GMC * PONTIAC * BUICK -
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