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/Fit to be tied

Gemma Aguba (left) and Laura Gibson put the finish-
ing touches on a Christmas parcel as part of the Milton

vice at Milton Mall._Proceeds go to the hospital founda-
tion.
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- CRIMINAL
LAWYER

192 Main Street East,
Milton,

875-0869
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First Consultation Free
Legal Aid Accepted

e-mail: lenwalker@lawyer.com

Was it a blast? or a bore?

What did it mean to you,
your friends, family, workmates?’

Be part of the history of the year.

Submit your photos, mementos and
rememberances to
Milton Millennium
Scrapbook & Time Capsule Committee.
¢/o Milton Public Library

For more information, call
Bruce Carlin at 875-4588
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e Ultra-premium winter tire

* Ultimate ice traction

* 30-day satisfaction
warranty

» Meets the R.A.C.”
snow traction
performance
requirements

* Rubber Association of Canada
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DRIVING DEPENDABILITY

BFGoodrich

TAKE CONTROL
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TIRE PROFESSIOMALS

District Hospital Auxiliary’s ongoing gift-wrapping ser- ~ ¢

Because so much is riding on your tires.
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‘Hospital ready
for the crunch

Emergency room busy over Xmas

By IRENE GENTLE
The Champion
‘Twas the week before Christmas and all through

the town, not a creature was stirring — except
Milton District Hospital (MDH) staff, who are
poised to tackle the annual holiday emergency room

crush if it takes place again this year.

The seasonal closing of most family physicians’ offices as well
as area walk-in clinics during the height of the flu season typically
has emergency rooms hopping as madly as a shopping mall on
Christmas Eve.

And even facilities able to handle its own population can be
flooded with patients from others that have gone over capacity.

So in the hopes of avoiding the seasonal slam, Halton
Healthcare Services, which operates MDH as well as Oakville-
Trafalgar Memorial Hospital, has taken preventative measures.

Elective surgeries, for example, will be barred during the busy
holiday weeks, freeing up beds for bustling emergency depart-
ment traffic, said MDH Associate Chief of Staff Dr. Marion King.

And a 24-hour emergency department physician, along with an
on-call back-up, has been scheduled.

Additional nursing staff is also set to work through the holidays.

“We're staffing to expect it’ll be a heavy use time. We're using
people where they’re most needed,” said Dr. King. “We anticipate
the crush will begin the weekend before Christmas.”

An increase in emergency department health care funding may
g0 some way in easing the crunch.
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But for now it’s basically a wait-and-see situation, said Dr.
King.

“We’ve planned as much as we can to give us the maximum
amount of capacity,” she said.

“If the volumes aren’t significantly different from last year then

and
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[ think we’ve got it well planned.”

An increase in the flu vaccine of the general population should
stave off some of the emergency department pressure.

“So it doesn’t spread like wildfire,” said Dr. King.




