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By IRENE GENTLE
The Champion

An Oakville stretch of the gridlocked
QEW could be untied in four years. But

only if Provincial funding is locked in first.

Preliminary design work is now underway on

the mainly logjammed highway just east of Third
Line to 1 km east of Trafalgar Road, Halton’s plan-
ning and public works committee heard November 22.

“The number one problem is clearly traffic conges-
tion,” acknowledged Paul Hudspith, a senior project
manager with URS Cole Sherman, the company con-
tracted by the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) to do
the design work.

“And we also have to consider safety and opera-
tional improvements.”

The intent is to widen the highway from six to eight
lanes of traffic. The current median would also be
widened to 7.7 metres.

Acceleration lanes would be increased, and retain-
ing walls built to decrease any impact on nearby prop-
erty values.

But a design difficulty comes in the form of a
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bridge over Sixteen Mile Creek near Kerr Street,
which can’t accommodate the widened highway as 1t
IS.

Three options have been put on the table. They
include twinning the current bridge with a new struc-
ture on the north side, which would displace about 15
homes currently on the site.

Placing it to the south, which is the second option,
would displace about 17 burials in the St. Mary’s
Cemetery.

The final alternative is to widen the bridge equally
on the north and south sides, which could lead to
structural durability issues.

Currently, neither option is favoured, said Mr.
Hudspith.

“We don’t have a technical preferred alternative
yet,” he told the committee. “That’ll be something
coming in the next few months.”

But in spite of all the design work, there’s no guar-
antee the project will get off the ground quickly, or at
all. “We're at the very early stage of the planning
process,” said Karen Law of the MTO. “We’re aiming
for completion of a detailed plan by summer 2002.
But that’s a best case scenario.”
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Lift tickets
on sale at

you a unmique selection of aiffware.

Christmas Hours
Thurs. 10-3pm
Fri. 10-9pm
Saf. 10-5pm
Sun. 12-5pm

Glen Eden

There’s one Christmas gift guaran-
teed to give its receiver a lift — or at
least chill them out.

It’s a season lift ticket for skiers and
snowboarders at Glen Eden — which
features a dozen slopes of varying dif-
ficulties, offering more than enough
excitement and recreation for outdoor

enthusiasts of all ages.

Glen Eden operates seven days a
week from 8 am. to 5 p.m.

For more information on prices and
lesson packages, call 878-8455 or
visit the  website at
‘www.gleneden.on.ca.
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Available For
Christmas
Delivery!

Decorest: The utmost in quality & design.
Platinum coil seating for comfort & durability.
Let us help you choose your custom fabric.

Many roll tops, flat top desks, book
cases, file cabinets & office chairs for
all your home office needs

== K
]00% AMISH MADE SOLID OAK FURNITURE

Visit Our Over 4,000 Sq. Ft. Showroom ¢ Areas Largest Selection of Oak Buffets, Hutches.
China Cabinets, Bookcases & Accessories
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