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By WILMA BLOKHUIS
Special to The Champion

The Women’s Centre has
received a $10,000 boost from the
Oakville Zonta Club.

That’s enough money to keep the doors
open until the end of March, 2001.

The centre, which lost its Ontario
Women’s Directorate core funding of
$45,000- — mostly to cover rent — at the
end of September, has been scrambling to
find enough funding to continue operating.

“We're desperate for money,” says
Melvina Walter, co-director.

“But I'm optimistic that money will be
found. I hope people will think about us at
Christmas time. The Ontario Women’s
Directorate cut our funding on only nine
days notice.”

In its quest for funding, the Women’s
Centre is circulating letters to be signed
and sent to local MPs and MPPs, and also
has a petition that can be signed at its
Hopedale Shopping Centre location in
suite 210.

To date, between 200 and 300 people
have signed the petition.

“We’ve had quite a good response from
the community,” said Ms Walter, adding
copies of the petitions and letters can also
be found in Oakville MPP Gary Carr’s and
Oakville MP Bonnie Brown'’s offices.

The 12 year-old centre serves approxi-
mately 250 women monthly, who are deal-
ing with everything from abuse, separation
and divorce to budgeting, career decisions
and re-entering the workforce — all at no
charge. -

Ms Walter said the centre was estab-
lished 12 years ago to help women coming
out of shelters, “but now we’re seeing a lot
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CALL TOLL FREE

1‘888 718 6466

’Tls The Season To

FICIENCY ANALYSIS. |
* Sales and expert installation of Furnaces, Flreplaces, Hot
Water Heaters & Air Conditioners. gy

l e LR EE 5
s ".-:;,-.: S
s S Sl e e AR e e a
. et o fqaes o ] -l‘l. e e Rt ettt i
e e g R o w e e o
ou ' e e e £ P e 1
e e e o vag e Qe e e i
.'.'.;.E:_, R ! Lot - et
I a 5 Vi, e e e . ._‘l!: S
-E o e T
e - it it B T e
e " Lo ey
Ir‘ = £F

esperate women’s centre

“We’re desperate for
money. But I’m optimistic
that money will be found. I

‘hope people will think
about us at Christmas time.
The Ontario Women’s
Directorate cut our funding
on only nine days notice.”
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MELVINA WALTER

of ethnic women, who because of their
background, won’t go into a shelter, and
women with a high profile in the commu-
nity who won’t go into a shelter.
According to statistics, only 13 per cent of
all abused women ever go to a shelter.

“And, we're seeing women with depres-
sion, who are coping with the loss of loved
ones, and women who are going through
separation and divorce, plus runaway
teens,” said Ms Walter.

“We’'re helping a wide range of
women.”

After hearing of the Women’s Centre’s
plight, the Oakville Zonta Club decided to
give $10,000 to the centre.-

“They do such a good job,” said Jean
Haynes of the Zonta Club, “yet they seem
to be always short of. money. They’re
always struggling, and now their major
funding has been cut.

“Their work fits in with Zonta’s mission
statement to help the well being of women,
to assist them socially, economically and
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with legal matters.

““The Women’s Centre falls under the
umbrella of the groups we’ve tried to help,
and they need it badly.”

The Zonta Club has always supported
the Women’s Centre, “but we’ve never
given them this much money at once.”

The club has given the proceeds from its
gift wrapping centre at Hopedale to the
Women’s Centre for the past several
years.

This year’s gift wrapping will start
Thursday and continue until December 24
during shopping centre hours. The gift
wrapping will be done in a vacant store-
front beside the elevator.

The Zonta Club donation came as the
seven older members of the group decided
to pass the gavel on to its younger mem-
bers, said Ms Haynes.

“Only two or three of us have been able
to do the work. All of us are getting older
and we felt 1t was time to move on (and let
the younger members take over).”

The club, for business and professional
women, 1S looking for more gift wrapping
volunteers and new members. Call Denise
Ertsinian at 844-2355.

The Women’s Centre can be reached at
847-9104 or 847-5520 for more informa-
tion.
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blanched, roasted,
salted or unsaited
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Christmas Bureau Fund for the
Salvation Army to ensure everyone
has a holiday with all the trimmings.

ALL HERBAL THE EASY WAY TO LOSE
NO SIDE EFFECTS g WEIGHT PERMANENTLY

VIRTUALLY = A S 4

W ocean kelp called
"""" arwrack makes

-Ilmmlng ifbto eat less and
patch in hy ' you from
combination G . " overeating.

with our healthy . A ¥t also speeds up your
eatingplanthatiets ~ T3gm . P metabolism and burns
you eat until you are full

and still lose weight - :.ff:‘ off stored fat.

THE ONLY NATURAL "V 4
and honest approach to
stay slim for the rest of

your life. Enjoy eating the

right foods that cause you
to lose weight. Fully
explained & supported.

NO STARVING
patch plan allows 3 meals
bladdamrradt has and 3 snacks a day
been proven effective BNV IR0t 1a CRAL N AT
& safe for more than avoid going hungry. It

100 years. Starts leads to eating binges
working same day and weight gain

NO restrictive torture diets

ills, NO calorie counting,

People say...
® "Very pleased - lost 13 pounds” @ “Lost many Inches and feel great!”
® "Will recommend It to all my friends” @ “Truly delighted with results”

® "Lost weight & kept it off” @ “Reached desired weight”
® “Simplicity of patch surprised me”

Same food plan as used by movie stars when they have to lose weight.
One month supply of patches $29.95.

AVAILABLE in MILTON at:
Health Equals DLS 160A Main St. E. Ph. 878-2297
Little Angels and Under the Stars 3 Mill St. Ph. 693-1219
Nutrition House (South Milton Mall) 55 Ontario St. Ph. 693-8942
Second Nature 190 Main St. E. Ph. 875-1342

Call stores first, if out of stock, call us at 1-800-333-7995

SPECIALS'

roasted, salted or unsalted, no peanuts




