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I'm the type of person who wishes things
were the way they used to be.

Well, except for computers. .. and televi-
sion ... and, well anything technological,
for that matter,

Okay, so I'm the type of person who
wishes a few things were the way they
used to be.

These nostalgic thoughts came to me on
the recent American Thanksgiving, my
favourite holiday other than Christmas.
Americans don’t do everything better than
us, but they know how to celebrate holi-
days, and being part of the television gen-
eration, I got hooked at an early age.

with MURRAY TOWNSEND

I loved that day when I was a kid. |
saved up all my pretend sick days for that
one occasion each year. My mom’s rule
was the same as most mom’s at that time -
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At Sears, we are big enough to have what you want...
but small enough to care who you are.

SHARP® 1

COMPACT STEREO SYSTEM

Our lowest price of the year!

A
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Sale price ends
Saturday, December 9, 2000

Save
50

% 3 CD changer
4 Digital AM/FM tuner

#28020. ¥ 3-way speakers

Sears reqg. 249.99.

| KenmorcFEE
KENMORE
super capacity team
Washer. #47662.
Sears reg. 729.99. $99.99
Dryer. #88662.

Sears req. 579.99. 479.99

$198

Now

KENMORE
4.3-cu. ft.
compact

refrigerator

on team

liner. Covered
Crisper. #98472.
Sears reg.

CRAFTSMAN®

KENMORE

1-hp food waste
disposer
Continuous feed.
#50912.
Sears reg. 399.99.

UJSE YOUR

sears carD AND DON’T PAY "TIL JANUARY 2002 ON ALL MAJOR APPLIANCES

% Twin-drive speaker system

¥ Unique powered rolling panel

‘CanStor’ door |

S-hp single-stage
snowblower
Tecumseh
Snow King®
engine. #52935. i
Sears reg. 749.99. | pre

699.99

PREWIEW
Sale price ends
Saturday, December 16, 2000

Save
4180

#29985.
Sears reg. 339.99.

KENMORE Ultra Wash
built-in dishwasher
#15522. Sears reg. 649.99.

Installation not included

$159 X

CRAFTSMAN ;
9-hp, 24" dual-stage |
self-propelled

ES

if you don’t have a temperature, you're not
sick, so get to school.

But, I would do anything to stay home
on Thanksgiving. I once tried sticking the
thermometer against a light bulb, so I
knew that didn’t work, but I could fake a
cough with the best of them, and 1t’s not
that difficult to stick your fingers down
your throat and gag.

My monmrworked at home, typing up
court transcripts for the Supreme Court of
Canada, but in the afternoon, she would
watch at least one soap opera while she
had her lunch.

But on American Thanksgiving, they

21
CONSOLE HUMIDIFIER

Our lowest price of the year!

¢ Humidifies up to 2,700 sq. ft.
¥ 3-speed fan

¢ Adjustable humidistat
4 Twin water bottles
Automatic shutoff

KENMORE |

Whispertone® |
12-amp
canister
vacuum

Save $300
#20600.
Sears reg.

snowblower

Tecumseh

Snow King
engine. #52009.
Sears reg. 1249.99. |
1149.99
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Don't pay until January 2002, on approved credit, only with your Sears Card. Minimum $200 purchase. $35 deferral fee and all applicable taxes
and charges are payable at time of purchase. Offer applies to major appliances in local Sears dealer stores. Excludes Catalogue purchases.
Offer ends Saturday, December 30, 2000. Ask for details. Offer excludes vacuums and sewing machines

Locally

owned and
operated by
John Sampson

THE
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AT THE STORE YOU TRUST®

Brand

BRANDS YOU WANT "

STORE HOURS

Mon, Tues, Wed 9:30am-6pm
Thurs, Fri

905-878-4103

100 Nipissing Rd.

MAIN ST

Loblaws |
|
NIPISSING RD

9:30am-8:00pm
9:00am-5:00pm
12:00pm-4:00pm

IHOVLIH

ONTARIO ST
Milton Mall

THOMPSON RD

KitchenAid is a registered trademark of KitchenAid USA. KitchenAid Canada licensee in Canada.

Copyright 2000. Sears Canada Inc.
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weren’t on, so that was something I could
use.

Back to bed, if you’re so sick, my mom
would say. So, I'd go to my room, bide my
time, and then about an hour later drag a
pillow and-a blanket up to the living room
and plop myself down on the couch.

There’s no way you’re lying there all
day, my mom would say. That’s when I
would inform her that her soap operas
weren’t on anyway, because 1t was
American Thanksgiving. That seemed to
disappoint her, every single year, but it got
me a stay on the couch for the entire day.

First up was the Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day parade. I'd get caught up in the
excitement and anticipation as we all wait-
ed for the first big balloon cartoon charac-
ter to come Into view.

Then there would be the floats, the
clowns, the marching bands and cut-ins to
a couple other parades, including taped
coverage of the Santa Claus Parade from
Toronto. The big balloon characters were
the highlights, but everything that passed
the camera was an event in itself.

And all this was just the preliminary to
two football games, one right after the
other.

I would have to get off the couch to
change channels maybe once all day. It
was like heaven.

Around lunchtime, I would inform my
mother that maybe, just maybe, I could try
to eat something because | was feeling
slightly better.

Whatever she made me was a welcome
change to the squashed peanut butter and
jam sandwich I would have had at school.

[ kept up my Thanksgiving tradition In
high school and even as an adult I'd call in
sick that day or take a day of my holidays.
Since I've been working at home, I always

try to find time for the football games, if

not for the parade.

One year, I even cooked a turkey for
dinner, which isn’t easy if you've never
cooked a turkey before.

So, anyway, this year, I decide that I'm
going to enjoy this Thanksgiving the
whole day, since I've missed too many
parades in recent years. A traditional fake
Thanksgiving.

So, now we get to the point where i1t
made me wish things had remained the
same. It’s taken a while to get here, yes.

[ sit down to watch the parades and learn
immediately that they’ve ruined every-
thing.

Instead of letting us just watch what’s
going on, and maybe giving a few facts
about certain things, they now have some
“bla bla recording artist’” who lip syncs a
song in front of the camera while standing
on the float, and while others dance around
It. |

Hello? I can watch that on Much Music.
The floats are hardly mentioned, while we
have to wait for the singer to finish their
dumb song, which I could hear on the
radio, and then wait for the next float and
the next singers and dancers.

The whole parade coverage now
revolves around the television audience
and the ability to stop in front of the cam-
eras and put-on a show.

[ turned off the TV 1n disgust.

The football games weren’t so great later
either, so my whole Thanksgiving was
ruined.

So, like I said, I'm the type of person
who wishes things were the way they used
to be.

['ll keep my computer and VCR and
microwave, thank you, but give me back
my parade.
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