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By WILMA BLOKHUIS
Special to The Champion

The Women’s Centre in
Oakville has lost its $45,000
in annual core funding from
the Ontario Women’'s
Directorate effective tomor-

row,

“We’'re shocked,” said co-execu-
tive director Melvina Walter. “The
Ontario Women’s Directorate
changed its funding formula last
year, but we still meet most of the
new criteria of promoting violence
prevention and economic indepen-
dence.” |

The centre, officially known as the
Women’s Support and Information
Centre of Halton, learned the bad
news September 21 “and we’re still
in shock,” said Ms Walter.

She vowed the centre will continue
to operate with funding it receives
from the Trillium Foundation, the
Oakville United Way and the Halton
Healthy Community Fund and its
own fundraising.

“But the $45,000 we received from
the Ontario Women’s Directorate is
our core funding, which pays our
rent, utilities, administration costs
and our part-time staff,” said Ms
Walter, adding the centre has
between 35 and 40 volunteers, a
number of them trained facilitators.

“We’ve had several calls from peo-
ple who have heard about this, and
they're in shock.”

The centre 1s contacted, by phone
and in person, by between 200 and
300 Halton women per month who
need counselling for such things as
abuse and job loss.

The funding cut was contained in a
confidential fax sent to the centre,
said Ms Walter.

The centre’s board of directors met
Monday night and has drafted a letter
to the Ontario Women’s Directorate
asking for an explanation.

Ms Walter is seeking community
support in hopes of reversing the
Ontario Women’s Directorate’s
funding decision.

Have You
Always
Wanted to
5 Enhance Your
o, Appearance?

Now is the perfect time.

We have the solution with state-of-the-art laser technology in
a quiet, comfortable and private office setting.

We offer treatment for:
¢ Spider Veins

* Facial Veins

* Birthmarks

* Facial Pigmentation

* Age & Brown Spots
* Sun & Red Spots

* Tattoo Removal

* Warts

* Surgery for Varicose Veins * Injection Sclerotherapy

 NEW Skin Care Products for Varicose Veins
For a free consultation call:

Dr. A Malik, MD., FRCS.C.

Peel Laser & Vein Vascular Centre
145 Queen St. E.. Suite 407, Brampton

& 1-888-833-VEIN 905-456-9309
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By IRENE GENTLE
The Champion

Once Ward 2 Councillor Art
Melanson gets a taste for a thing,

he hates to let 1t go.

Take Milton, for example, which he
travelled to from the Maritimes to play on
local sports teams in the late 1940s. Fifty-
two years later, he’s still here.

And take public life. Mr. Melanson ran
for the first time 1n the late 1960s as a
trustee for the separate school board. In
1970, he decided he liked it so well he was going to aim for town
council. He won a place at the table, but retired in 1978 to run his
own Main Street clothing store, Knight’s Menswear.

“I was out until 1986,” said Mr. Melanson, who places his age
at somewhere 1n the seventies. “But the interest was always there.
I was always a community-minded person.”

He still 1s, and to prove it is running for another council term.

[f he succeeds, he plans to fight for the building of more arenas,
parks, playing fields and ball diamonds in town. “We have to
have places for children to play. Lit diamonds, since most of the
activities take place in the evening.”

It he gets re-elected, Mr. Melanson will also push for a beefed-
up transit system.

“I don’t think the dial-a-bus system is working at all,”” he said.
“I'd like to scrap it right now. I think we have to bite the bullet
and provide that service.”

Art Melanson
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NGTON POWE
Q.EW. & BRANT STREET

(905) 331-7600

Mon.~Fri. 9:30 am—9 pm,
Sat. 9:30 am—6 pm,
Sun. 10 am—5 pm
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The former merchant also has a keen interest in the durability
of the downtown core, especially with growth peeking around the
corner. ““The downtown 1s very near and dear to me. There’s
going to be great things happening in the Main Street in the next
year or so.”

One difficulty faced by downtown merchants is the tendency of

time-strapped people to shop where they work. Mr. Melanson
learned that while toiling in menswear stores in Brampton and
Oakville. *“T've seen a lot of local clients and customers come to
those stores. It’s very difficult to keep that loyalty in the down-
town core.”

In his years around the council table, Mr. Melanson has helped
shape the growth that will soon be busting down Milton’s doors.
And he wants to stay on board to keep it manageable. That means
pushing developers to front-end growth and supply necessary
recreational opportunities through parks and arenas, he said.

scoop?
We’'d
love to
hear your
story
ideas.
Call
878-
2341,
ext. 234.

BUYER BEWARE: 13 Extra

Costs to Be Aware of Before

Buying a Home

MILTON - Whether you’re looking

small but important details, not to men-

to buy your first home, or trading up to tion stress and excitment, to deal with

a larger one, there are many costs - on
top of the purchase price - that you
must figure into your calculation of
affordability. These extra fees, such as
taxes and other additional costs, could
surprise you with an unwanted finan-
cial nightmare on closing day if you’re
not infomred and prepared.

Some of these costs are one-time
fixed payments, while others represent
an ongoing monthly or yearly commit-
ment. While not all of these costs will
apply 1n every situation, it’s better to
know about them ahead of time so you
can budget properly.

Remember, buying a home is a

Buying a Home".

during the process. The last thing you
need are unbudgeted financial obliga-
tions 1n the hours before you take pos-
session of your new home.

1o help homebuyers understand
what these extra costs arc, and in what
situations they may apply, a free indus-
try report has been prepared called “/3
Extra Costs to Be Aware of Before

To hear a brief recorded message

about how to order your free copy of
this report, call 1-888-475-8645 and

enter ID# 1008. You can call any-
time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

major milestone, and whether, it’s your Call now to make sure you’re budget-

first, second or tenth, there are many
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Teachers!

it
Jim Sherlock
Chair of the Board

Halton Catholic

We commend you for the caring
and generous ways through
which you help our students
grow in their Catholic faith.
You expand their knowledge

and develop important life skills
and their love of learning.

You are an inspiration to all!
We salute and appreciate you on

Norld Teachers’ Day, |
_ October 5, 2000 ||

ing properly for your next move.

1 his report 1s courtesy of Chris Newell, Sales Rep.. Remax, Blue Springs Realtv (Halton) Corp

g (9

U

Fred Sweeney
~ Director of Education




