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Olympic committee refusal |

the bid committee and six weeks
later she received a reply which she
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bad news. JANET MANBERT While examining the criteria for e
¢ Janet Manbert first heard they R ARG the games, Ms Manbert said she

were snubbed back in May while
attending a show at the North
i Caledon Equestrian Centre
| (NCEC) in Palgrave, Ont. She
wasn’t informed by letter or e-mail,
» but by a public announcement on
s the loud speaker that NCEC was
named to potentially host 2008
Olympic equestrian events.
“That was not well-received.
: Everyone asked why,” said Ms
Manbert. “I would have chosen
' York well ahead of them. If they
had, I wouldn’t have said a word.”
To back up her contention that
Hendervale is far more suitable
than NCEC, Ms Manbert prepared
an exhaustive comparison of the
two sites which she included in a
letter to Ontario Premier Mike
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Especially important, said Ms
Manbert, is the legacy of whichev-
er site hosts the equestrian events.
Hendervale, she said, would have
continued to be a major attraction
while NCEC will not.

“When this is all over with, no

one will go near Palgrave,” said
Ms Manbert.
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You’re invited to attend the...
Milton Seniors”

Since 1996 the $7.5 millhion
Hendervale site has hosted major
international equestrian events,
some of the largest staged in the
Ontario in fact. In 1996, three
members of the Toronto Bid
Committee came to the site —
located at the crossroads of
Oakville, Milton and Burlingten —
and looked over the property.

“They said it would be absolute-
ly fabulous for the 2008 equestrian
events,” said Ms Manbert, who
explained that five or six other
venues planned to bid:

Countless volunteer hours and
$25,000 later, Ms Manbert also
submitted a proposal. Then in May
came the bad news.

or four times the amount to build
the equestrian facility in Palgrave
as it would here at Hendervale.”

If Toronto wants to host a prof-
itable games, Ms Manbert contin-
ued, more emphasis should be
placed on facilitating spectator par-
ticipation and holding down costs.

Ms Manbert fired off her letter to

THE CORPORATION OF THE
TOWN OF MILTON

878-1657

878-7211

believed that her site already pos-
sessed 75 per cent of the physical
grounds and buildings and 90 per
cent of the necessary infrastructure
for everything but the cross-coun-
try events. She was also willing to
spend the dollars to bring it up to
the necessary standards.

“Really, it’s not a great deal of
work to get it ready,” said Ms
Manbert.

For example, 400 stalls are need-
ed. Hendervale already has 350
with plans to add many more
before 2008.

Ms Manbert said Hendervale 1s
25 minutes from Toronto on major
highways instead of an hour
through heavy traffic on a two-lane
road like Palgrave. Public trans-

minutes away. In Palgrave, a hos-
pital 1s 35 minutes away.
Hendervale has 35-minute access
to Guelph Agricultural College —
the best veterinarian facility in
eastern Canada — while the near-
est such facility to NCEC i1s 90
minutes away. “I just feel we didn’t
get a fair shake,” said Ms Manbert.
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ON-LINE

hitp://www.lown.milton.on.ca
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Power moonroof, V6, auto, air w
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4dr, auto, air, pw, pl, tilt, cruise,
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11:00 am - 1:30 pm

Join us for “FREE hotdogs and refreshments, tour the Centre,

register for upcoming Fall programs, presenluhons by com-
* munity groups, find out more about our services, and enter

your name in our “FREE” draws!

Please call 875-1681 for more information

MAIN ST. E.
MILTON

MON. - THURS, |
9:00 am - 9:00 pu
FRI. & sAT,
9:00 am - 6:00 Pw
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Much more to choose from
Certified & Ready To Go!
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