Cancer Society workers up |

In arms over office closure

By CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Special to The Champion

Prepare for change. That’s the message
Canadian Cancer Society’s (CCS) head
office representatives had for more than
200 residents protesting the imminent clo-
sure of the Georgetown office at a public

meeting August 10 in Halton Hills.

“In anticipation of the board changing their minds,
my advice to you is no — start the change,” said Brent
Chambers, an Ontario division board of directors vice-
president.

Barry Timleck, Georgetown campaign treasurer,
said the north Halton unit has the unique distinction of
raising the most money per unit for many years run-
ning — although that assertion was challenged by the
regional reps.

In 1999, the unit raised $450,000 — $189,000
(Georgetown), $203,000 (Milton) and $57,000
(Acton). Mr. Timleck estimated the Georgetown
branch alone raised about $250,000 in this year’s cam-
paign. Statistically, the north Halton unit raises $6.11
per capita (compared to Toronto’s 18 cents per capi-
ta). The cost of running the Georgetown office 1s
$17,000, he said, but that doesn’t include the salary of
the part-time staff person.

“This is not a cost-cutting exercise, this is a service
improvement exercise,” Mr. Chambers said to sus-
tained jeers.

The Ontario division board ordered all part-time
offices to close by November 30 and be consolidated
into bigger regional offices to provide full-time week-
day service. The north Halton unit will be amalgamat-
ed with Oakville. The decision-makers looked at
geography, population growth and transportation
routes and consulted 100,000 Ontario volunteers.

However, none seemed to be from the north Halton
unit. “We’re insulted that we were not even consid-
ered in this ‘wise’ decision,” said Lorrie Kelly-Quinn,
Georgetown Cancer Society patient and community

services co-ordinator. “Our ‘wise’ local decision 1s to

stay just as we are.”

Dianne Penrice, Georgetown branch president, said

1,100 people have signed a petition requesting a deci-

sion reversal and they expect that number to grow to

9,000.
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“It comes down to this, the Canadian Cancer
Society is withdrawing our support staff, angering our
volunteers and demoralizing our community and we
will not accept this decision quietly,” said Ms Penrice.

That attitude angered Peter Vaudry, who chaired the
Single Staffed Unit Task Force. Expecting to meet
with only a few volunteers to discuss details of the
closure, he and the four other reps were shocked to
face an angry capacity crowd.

Self-described as “the villain of the piece,” Mr.
Vaudry antagonized the audience by stating the local
community was ‘“‘close-minded.”

“You formed your opinion before I even got here,”
he shouted. “If you're not close-minded, than neither
am L.

Ms. Vaudry said in 1997 the CCS placed four staff
members in single-staffed offices for a two-year pilot
program. “We came out of that with the realization
that a single-staffed unit doesn’t deliver the quality
service that a double-staffed unit can,” he said.

“If we are going with our mission to eradicate can-
cer and enhance the quality of life, do we have to have
a building for three days a week to do that?”

He got a deafening yes from the audience. “But you
haven’t proven that to me,” he responded. Many audi-
ence members left after that comment.

“The unit is not just a building. It is the first place
patients and family members look to for reassurance
and information when faced with a cancer diagnosis,”
said Cathy Gerrow, Acton branch president.

“It provides an important place for patients, volun-
teers and staff to meet in order to access information
and provide support. An office in Oakville will not be
visible or accessible to the 70,000 residents of north
Halton.”

Volunteer driver Rita Bairstow pointed out there’s
no public transportation to and from Oakville.

“If the office is closed in Georgetown, what person-
al contact will the patients have,” asked Ms Bairstow.
“This is really the big fear that this whole meeting is
about tonight is the lack of personal contact for the
patients.”

However, regional director Sharie Mulkewich point-
ed out provincially more people are using the 1-800
telephone services rather than support groups.

“Maybe the culture of Georgetown is a little differ-
ent. We need to look at that,” Ms Mulkewich.
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’99 SATURN SLI 4 DR

one owner, plum on grey
cloth, A/C, 5 spd manual,
cassette, spoiler, real clean,
only 37,914 kms.

ONLY

*13,888

57 CADILLAG CATERA

Black on black leather, fully loaded
w. moonroof, bal. of GM Warranty
to 80,000 kms and Cadillac mainte-
nance, only 67,800 kms

ONLY

SaMS

‘94 FORD ESCORT

silver on grey in excellent
condition, 4 dr w. air and
automatic only 112,000 kms

’95 DODGE STRATUS

4 dr., air, 1 owner, only
89,000 km.
st# 538377A

ONLY

*9, 995

ONLY

*6, 995

‘97 GRAND AM GT

black on black, 3.1 L V6, 1
owner, fully loaded w. pWr.
moonroof well maintained,
only 72, 000 km.

ONLY

*716, 995

2 avail. 1- green, 1- white, 4 dr.,
p/l, air, automatic with only 30,000
kms, bal. of GM Warranty.

| St# P1581, P1597

REDUCED

*13, 995
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1 owner, champagne on neutral
leather, fully loaded, dual power
seats, power moonroof, chrome
wheels, only 75,000 km.

ONLY

'97 OLDS ACHIEVA
2 owners, white on graphite
cloth, fully loaded V6, w/
power pkge, only 41,000
KmS.

ONLY

12,985

98 MERCURYEMYSTlﬂUE'GS

1 owner, steel blue on grey
cloth, A/C, auto, power win-
dows, locks, anti-theft system,
only 58,000 kms.

ONLY

'95 DODGE AVENGER

1 owner, red on grey leather, fully
loaded w/ pwr. seat, auto, A/C. 2.5L,
alarm system & remote starter.

ONLY

Al optimum used vehicles are 36 month/72,000 km leases with 3 000 down, taxes, 1st month payment,
sec deposit, lic. due on delwery Lease payrnents are plus taxes.

MAIN ST. E.
MILTON

9:00 AM - 8:00 PM
FRI. & SAT.
9:00 Am - 6:00 Pm
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