TR

e sy i 2 R R i

N L

Y

S e, W R 1 5%

|
e
Ei
h
|

f'i
k
}
3
s’s;

V/Burlmgton

By IRENE GENTLE
The Chﬂmpjon

On Saturday, Milton’s Victor Kovachik
received an emotional send-off that mimic-
Ked the way he had lived — hard, fast and
fervent.

He died July 19
from the complica-
tions of a stroke at
Mississauga
General Hospital.

His family paid
their respects with a
public memorial at
his beloved Bell
School Line business,
Airpark.

The memorial included several low-
ranging fly-bys, a tribute by rocker and
ptlot Tom Cochrane and the release of
more than a dozen dove-
to the heavens.

“He'd have loved this. He'd be thrilled
we're doing it up in such a way,” said his
daughter Patti McTavish. “He was a pri-
vate man but 1t was anything for flying.”

Prior to his death at age 76, Mr.
Kovachik carved out a life bursting with
tlove, starting with his wife Gwendolyn.

The pair met in Milton and shared 53
years of marriage along with eight chil-
dren, 14 grandchildren, two great-grand-
children and flying.

Born in the former Czechoslovakia, Mr.
Kovachik immigrated to Canada at age 3.

As an adult, he happily toiled as an air-
plane mechanic at Lester B. Pearson air-
port before deciding to go on his own with
the Burlington Airpark.

He and Gwendolyn shared in that enter-
prise, and today their children have a hand
in it as well.

Victor Kovachik

the Burlington
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Dual awrbags
24-hour roadside assistance™
5-year/ 100,000 km limited powertrain warranty™

exactly as shown. **Certain restrictions may apply. See dealer for details.
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ANNOUNCING THE ARRIVAL OF
THE NEW 2001 KIA RIO

+ 1.5-litre, 4-cylinder DOHC engine - Tinted glass
Rear window defroster « Steel side-door impact beams
« 3-year/60,000 km limited warranty™

*Starting MSRP of 2 MY2001 Rio G is $11,995 (model number 105412). License, taxes, freight, PDE and
insurance are extra. Dealer may sell for less. Price subject o change without nolice. Vehicle may nol be

2000 KIA SEPHM I.S
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It's about time everyone had a well-made car.

1239 PLAINS RD. E. |
BURLINGTON
639-2306

o A DivisioN OF BRETTONS IMPORTED CARS INC. * YOUR DEALER ALTERNATIVE FOR EUROPEAN IMPORTS,
» Factory TRAINED TECHNICIANS IN Jacuar, BMW, Vorvo, MERCEDES BENZ AND KIA.

For Mr. Kovachik, the high-flying busi-
ness was a dream come true.

“Aviation, aside from his family, was his
whole life,” said Ms McTavish. ““That was
his dream, to start the business and watch
It grow.”

Shortly before his death, Mr. Kovachik
was still plugging away at it, purchasing
more land to expand the runways.

“He would not retire, he pushed on
ahead,” said Ms McTavish.

“He had a great life. He did everything
he wanted to do. He lived the way he
wanted to hive.”

And he had a knack ot propelling those
who loved him to reach for the sky.

“Just go out and live your dream. Don't
deny yourself,” said Ms McTavish. “Just

o0 out and do what you want to do. If

you're in the wrong career,
what your heart tells you to.”

A private memorial for family also took
place.

But the public memorial was a splashier
affair, designed to capture the tender but
adventuresome spirit of the man who
inspired 1t.

It featured Mr. Cochrane, who has an
airplane at the airpark, singing the old Dan
Fogelberg song Leader of the Band.

“My dad didn’t understand the rock and
roll scene and used to tease Tom,” recalled
Ms McTavish. “He’d call him an “artist.
He didn’t understand i1t and didn’t want
to.”

Former deputy Minister of housing Milt
Farrow also made a speech at the event,
along with several family members.

“*He had no fear when it came to busi-
ness and taking risks. He had an enthusi-
asm,” said Ms McTavish of her father.
“We're very sad to lose him.”
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Introducing the

2001 Kia Rio.
Starting from

$11,995.

It's about time everyone had
a well-made car.
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Airpark owner’s zest for life remembered
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Photo by IAN ROSS

Carolyn Kovachik-MacNeil remembers her father, Victor Kovachik, who was the founder of the
Burlington Airpark.

Swipe & Save At

You Can Earn Your Membership

When You Swipe
And Save

Your CAR Card At
sSunoco!

Your CAA Membership Card provides Great
' *}, vValue. You earn 2% of purchases* in CAA
~ dollars every time you purchase gas. or other
specified products or services at participating

SUNOCcoO. UPI or FS stations across ontario.

Just be sure to present your CAA Card

to the attendant and 2% of your purchase

will be automatically credited to your

CAA Membership dues on an annual basis.

GO the smart way and present your

card each time you visit a Sunoco

" gration and watch your savings grow.
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call Today! 1-800-263-8389

or Visit Us On-line At www.caasco.on.ca

Dundas
University Plaza
12 Plaza Drive

Brantford
41 Charing Cross St.

Burlington
3416 Fairview St.
Oakuille
Town Centre Two,
230 North Service Rd. W.

Hamilton Downtown
393 Main St. East

Hamilton Mountain
990 Upper Wentworth St.

Stoney Greek
800 Queenston Rd.
Hwy. 20 & Queenston Rd.,




