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Paying more for better
water will be worth it

Long-time Milton residents know it doesn’t take a tragedy to show
people are passionate about their drinking water.

In the past, residents pitched a bitter fight against adding chlorine to
well water. To the chagrin of some, the tragedy in Walkerton proved
the right decision had been made. .

But wounds from that battle were just begmmng to scab over when
residents banded together again, this time to prevent a blend of lake
and well water from flowing out of local taps. |

Now Halton Region has proposed improving lake-water service by
adding ozone to it.
This powerful, naturally-occurring agent disinfects while reducing

the bad taste and smell that can plague lake water in the summer
months.

It’s an expensive process, but one likely to be gladly borne by [}

ratepayers in return for sparkling, clear water straight from the tap.
Eventually, the same treatment may be given to well water.

If not, how ironic it will be if current residents start the fight anew --
this time in hopes of bringing lake water to their homes.
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When educators fail, the children lose

Milton couple gets great service locally

Dear Editor:

In response to a letter to the editor last
month about the lack of assistance pro-
vided by local businesses, we feel the
need to briefly detail our experience
with a local business, Halton Hills Place,
which provided us with exceptional ser-

vice.

We were faced with a situation in
which only 10 days before our wedding,
we determined our caterer would be
unable to honour a commitment to us.
Ezio and Adrian Angelucci of Halton
Hills Place stepped in and finalized a
complete dinner menu, arranged for a

professional catering staff and made
helpful suggestions for the set-up of our
banquet facility.

Most importantly, they approached
this pressure situation with a positive,
caring attitude, offering to do anything
they could to help us pull our wedding
reception together at a more than reason-
able cost. Their professionalism and out-
standing cuisine was second to none.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to both
Ezio and Adrian as well as the staff at
Halton Hills Place.

Scott and Debbie Prior
Milton
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Dear Editor:

It’s always a little sad when a
player scores against his own team.
However, education is not a sport,
and when educators fail, the chil-
dren lose. A letter from teacher
Jodi Cross (June 20) exemplifies
the unprincipled nature of the
thinking I routinely observe among
modern teachers. My intention is
not to harm Ms Cross specifically,
but to demonstrate how she
resoundingly proves my point.

My primary argument in my
June 13 letter was that the teachers’
handling of Bill 74 is utterly wrong
due to a widespread lack of princi-
pled thinking. To start her response
to my letter, Ms Cross tells us that
it “would be futile” to try “to con-
vince readers of the lack of logic
behind Bill 74.” She’s plainly say-
ing that reason is useless or inap-
propriate for readers of The
Champion’s letters. To say this so
publicly, Ms Cross would have to
believe that our intellectual culture
is a safe environment for a person
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to reject reason as a “waste” of
time. This is precisely the point
stated in my letter -- in general, our
intellectuals don’t care about logic.

If well-reasoned logic 1s useless
against bad ideas, what 1s reason
for? Without reason, what are our
children to use to make decisions?
Do we want our children taught by
educators who initiate a debate by
abandoning reason’

In opposing my letter, Ms Cross
made great use of the "ad
hominem” argument, a logical
error that’s easy for grade 9 stu-
denits to grasp. One simply avoids
the actual argument made, by find-
ing real or perceived fault with the
speaker, hoping the fault is suffi-
cient to destroy his argument. Ms.
Cross avoided my argument, pre-
ferring to accuse me of being “asi-
nine”’, of using “flowery language”,
of presenting ““a display of shallow,
linear thinking”, and numerous,
similar attacks. Anyone holding a
high school diploma ought to rec-
ognize and meticulously avoid the

E YOU WON'T BE NEEDII NG
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ad hominem argument, yet our
educational professionals use it
freely.

Ms Cross resents the fact that I
reserve “‘the right to comment on
what (she does) for a living
and...why.” Well, I do have a right
to make general comment on such
issues, and I certainly did not hint
as to why individual teachers teach.
She ignored the general nature of
my point, twisted it into a personal
attack on her motivation for teach-
ing, and then argued against the lat-
ter. This method is another elemen-
tary error of logic known as the
Straw Man fallacy. One creates a
parallel issue and then argues
against it, to create the semblance
of having beaten the original argu-
ment.

Worse, the unstated function of
Ms Cross’s Straw argument was to
reject my right to comment on the
moral positions she supports, while
retraining for herself a right to
insult me pubdicly for my moral
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by Steve Nease

ARE You SURE You
DON'T WANT TO
\),.\ SIT ON YOUR

BOOSTER SEAT?

No/ TMA
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