I honestly just couldn ’t help myself

It said very clearly that if you didn’t want to
know who was going to get booted off the island
that night, as well as the possible eventual winner,
then don’t read any further.

I couldn’t help it. I had to read 1t.

I’m so stupid.

Survivor is one of only four shows I watch regu-
larly. The others are Blind Date, Ally McBeal and
Fraser. But, now it may be ruined for me, and I
did it to myself. Why did I have to keep reading?

[ should have known better. Sometimes, on
videos, during the prewcws they will advertise the
soundtrack for the movie you’re just about to
watch, and will show highlights. I hate that. I stick
my fingers in my ears, squint my eyes, and hum.

I don’t like to know things ahead of time, which
is why in my early thirties I stopped watching
Roadrunner cartoons. Even as a kid, I cheered for
the coyote to catch the roadrunner and eat him up,
and I honestly thought it was going to happen one
day. The same with that rascally rabbit, Bugs
Bunny. Nothing was ever going to happen to that
long-eared, carrot-chomping pest. Even when
Elmer Fudd blasted him in the face with a shot-
gun, nothing bad happened. There was just no
point watching anymore. :

In the majority of movies or television pro-
grams, it’s not difficult to predict the outcome, but

I think we force ourselves not to think about it. We

enter the fantasy and accept it, at least until some-
thing jumps up and reminds us that it’s not real
life.

I used to watch a soap opera, Santa Barbara,
every single day. I admit it. I got caught up and
couldn’t bear to miss an episode. Then one day,
one of the main characters was switched and
played by somebody else. Just like that.

[ said, “Helllooooo?”

That was the last time I ever watched it. I must

People of all ages attend healing circles
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have known all along that it wasn’t real life, but 1
just didn’t want to be reminded of it.

Some celebrated prime time shows have done
similar transitions out of necessity. Remember
when they changed Darrin on Bewitched? That
was a shocker. I could never get into the show
after that because I couldn’t look at the new Darrin
without being reminded of the original Darrin.

Incidentally, I watch reruns of that show now
and it drives me nuts. How come sometimes
Samantha has to only wiggle her nose for some-
thing to happen, and other times she has to say a
spell? And who in their right mind is going to
spend hours cleaning the house when all they have
to do is zap it clean. Also, believe me, if my wife
is a witch, one with magical powers that is, I'm
going to take full advantage. “Zap us to Hawaii to
watch the sunset, honey.”

Sometimes, they’ll switch actors in a series and
it won’t matter. Seinfeld’s father at the end was
not the original one. It didn’t affect the show, so it
was no big deal. When they switched a main actor
in MASH it was okay too, because the new one
was as good or better than the old one.

In Rosanne, however, they switched Becky, and
it did matter, partly because the new Becky was
such a lousy actor, and partly because Becky was
no longer Becky.

said. “To find the balance.”
Healing circles, she said she believes, can help.
Everyone from grandmothers to children attend.
The circle features deep breathing, relaxation and
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Sometimes a show will ruin itself for me, usual-
ly in its latter stages as they try to do something to
pump the ratings. In the Flintstones, for example,
they added Kazoo, the alien. What was that all
about? Talking prehistoric animals weren't
enough?

Television shows have been known to shoot
themselves in the foot for different reasons, often
because they’re not sure of an actor’s availability.
Dallas was never the same after a new season
started with Bobby having just dreamed the previ-
ous season. Okay. Whatever.

I’m a little worried about two of my other
favourite shows now.

Who is going to want to go on Blind Date now
when they know that virtually everyone is made
fun of? Maybe only the same types that eventually
went on Jerry Springer, knowing there was going
to be a big fight. In other words, morons.

And on Fraser, on last season’s finale, Niles and
Daphne ran away together. Part of the attraction of
that show is that somehow those two never quite
seem to connect. Is this going to ruin 1t?

It’s an interesting bit of sideshow on some series
when they don’t allow us to see certain things. It
keeps us interested because there’s a mystery
about it. We will probably never see Nile’s ex-
wife, Maris, although we’d all love to, and we
never saw Norm’s wife, Vera, on Cheers, or all of
Wilson’s face on Home Improvement.

As for Survivor, I'll still watch, but 1t’s not
going to be the same, and I won’t have to make 1t
the number one priority in my life as it’s been for
the first month of the show.

If only I hadn’t read that article. I wish 1 was
married to Samantha, so I could have her zap my
memory banks, and everything would be okay
again.

dance.

“Everybody does it differently,” said Ms
Heisler. “I incorporate shamanistic teachings.”

The circle generally meets monthly on the night

“I'm interested in finding what’s needed,” she grounding techniques, prayer, song and sacred of a full moon. For further details, call 875-2408.
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MINUTES OR FREE
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Father’s Day Brunch
Take Out Fish ‘n’ Chips
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Champagne at midnight
550 Ontario St. IN.

" TAP & EATERY

W YEARS EVE

9 pm - Close

878 6697

Whooee!
| just love a good twister.

We do chicken right:

k&?‘ — .
| Try the New Twister Sandwich - Just $297°

The Twister’s two Crispy Chicken Strips, lettuce, tomato and special sauce,
all twisted up in a warm flour tortilla.

276 Main St.

878-4171

TRAVEL AGENT -
YOUR FRIEND!

DESPITE ALL THE CLAMOUR
OF TRAVEL BOOKING
OPPORTUNITIES ON THE ‘NET
and the many ads coming your way
about the wonderful ‘deals’ you read
about by booking with a far-off
agency, your local home town agent
is still your best friend. The travel
industry has changed so much,
especially over the past three years,
with all the technological advances,
that the quality of service provided
by agencies on behalf of their
suppliers products has escalated
accordingly. TRAVEL AGENCIES
MAKE VERY GOOD USE OF THE
INTERNET for information sourcing -

to add to the reams of data already at
their fingertips, for inquiries via e-mail,
for bookings - a multitude of uses - all
in the interests of that new higher level
of service available to you, the traveller
by these travel professionals.

SALES THROUGH TRAVEL
AGENCIES have continued at their
same level, despite the many other
sources of information and booking of
space which confront the travelling
public each day. The indication by
the Internet booking folks of their
increasing numbers has had little
effect on the day-to-day servicing of
you, the client, by your local agents for
more than a couple of reasons. First of
all, IT IS A WONDERFUL FEELING
TO HAVE THAT LOCAL PERSON
AVAILABLE you can identify with
when you need additional info,
thoughts, ideas before you leave on
your junket. Then when you return
home, it is so nice to have that same
someone there for any and al of your
follow-up needs - a real live person!

®* * %

PEOPLE LIVING IN ONTARIO
HAVE AN ADVANTAGE when
booking travel - THEY ARE
‘PROTECTED’! The Travel Industry
Council of Ontario (TICO), a self
management body of folks set up
to manage travel under the auspices
of your Ontario government, 1S
responsible for a ‘COMPENSATION
FUND’ which 1is available to
travellers who may run into problems
with their booking in specific
situations. BUT - ONLY WHEN
BOOKED THROUGH AN ONTARIO
REGISTERED TRAVEL AGENCY,
including booking via their Website on
the ‘Net. So - YOU'RE ON YOUR
OWN if you choose to book from those
many ‘opportunities’ advertised and
posted from around the world.

878-2886

16 Martin Street

(downtown)
Also in Halton Hills and Oakville

www.brucehood.com
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