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Finally on its way

Public school board
will implement JK

she opposed junior kindergarten last
December, fearing it wouldn’t be imple-
mented in her community and would
mean reduced early learning grants.

“But northeast Oakville will see it now.
It has been promised in the capital strate-
gic plan,” she said. “And with the $70 mil-
lion in grants to improve grades 1 to 3
reading skills, losing early learning grants
is not as drastic an issue.”

Milton Trustee Erica Andrew said
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By DENNIS SMITH
Special to The Champion

Now is the time to start estab-
lishing junior kindergarten,
Halton District School Board

trustees have decided.’

The board voted 8-2 Wednesday night
to implement JK, which has been consid-
ered a few times 1n recent years.

Last December, the board rejected junior
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kindergarten, with many trustees support-
ing the concept but being concerned about
the timing.

Shifting circumstances prompted some
trustees to change their minds about JK,

there’s a strong demand for JK. She said
it’s useful in providing early identification
of learning difficulties and in promoting
literacy for young children.

“] gave the board a great deal of

which educates four-year-olds.
Oakville Trustee Debbie Marklew said

‘Fresh’ CH
 Foundation
board meets

By LISA CARTWRIGHT
The Champion

The new Conservation Halton
Foundation board of directors
met quietly for the first time
Wednesday at its annual general
meeting.

The group consisting of former board
members returning to the new board Sarah
Lowe, Dick Haas, Jack Arno and Don
Ford as well as the three Conservation
Halton (CH) appointees — chair Brian
Penman, vice-chair Dennis Gregor and
member-at-large Jean Williams — met for
a number of reasons including to fill sev-
eral positions on the new board.

CH’s Marnie Piggot nominated Mr.
Gregor for foundation board chair. While
he accepted the position, he told the CH
board of directors at a meeting the follow-
ing day that he wouldn’t retain the posi-
tion any longer than the one-year term.

“It allows the foundation to get back on
its feet,” he said. “Rightfully so, the (foun-
dation) chair should not be on the (CH)
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research from many sources and with each
report, the research strongly supports
junior kindergarten,” said Ms Andrew.

She added the board’s capital strategic
plan provides for equity of access to JK.
“The cost of retrofitting schools for the
program will be covered by new pupil
place grants obtained.”

The board offered JK classes for a year
in the mid-90s after it was mandated by
the former NDP provincial government.
But the program was dropped following a
government change and funding cuts.

The Halton District School Board is one
of only a few boards in Ontario currently
without JK.
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“Golden moment

Jockey Todd Kabel cheers in celebration of his Queen’s Plate victory with Scatter The
Gold — of Milton’s Sam-Son Farm — as he enters the winner’s circle following the 141st run-

. ning of the prestigious event Sunday at Woodbine Race Track. See story in Sports.

TIP OF THE MONTH:
Heartworm is the most serious of all the worm parasites. They can affect any
mmmmmmmw&ﬂnh&mmm.
mmuuudmm&ﬁmhmmymmmahqﬂldlS-:llmudbehnMIn
hhuﬂﬂwﬁhyﬂﬁmmdq’smd‘s%mmﬂmmmﬂe

!
f i ;'-' B e T Y S [
L _ - U'mg rlfaoelp n
§ _r - w - = :\-_:::1-.-_- i - .- :
s -'-f!-..ll'=h e i - = B g 5L ol A ]
- _, ‘ “

. Iue t'asmenl wih our pet’s pi'tent.
Both you and your pet will appreciate it.

o B g e

:r. &

o Pa) SRS

¥ T T e, S ] Fe : :
i: - ‘%' 5 od . .

. I 9 9 ] r o E & .
:E’". ‘i - '1":’;"..;-' - 4 3 ; 'h' 70 R

mmm:mmmmmm-mwuﬁmﬁmjmmmmm.
IT’S EASY TO PROTECT YOUR PET AND PREVENT THE SPREAD OF HEARTWORM DISEASE BY

SIMPLY GIVING A GOOD TASTING CHEWABLE TABLET ONCE A MONTH.
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