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Canada Day is the perfect time to get
patriotic about this big, beautiful nation of
ours.

And judging by the immoderate (get it
— it’s a beer commercial) success of the
Molson Canadian rant, we’ré sufficiently
primed.

Still, there’s nothing like the melding of
Canada’s birthday and an impending fed-
eral election to show just how wide and
deep the fault lines around the notion of a
united Canada are.

Even federalist to the bone former Prime
Minister Pierre Trudeau seems to have
stopped dragging his creaky self out of
retirement to sing its praises.

But political parochialism is threatening
to cap politeness as Canada’s top trait late-
ly and if I didn’t know better, I'd suspect
no one much likes anyone anymore.

The only party not seeming to grasp this
is the Canadian Alliance and the geo-
graphical data of these guys is being skew-
ered like a shish-kebob.

Two are too Alberta for Ontario. A third
is too Ontario for Alberta.

A fourth resides in British Columbia,
which thinks it’s part of California and
won’t be voting anyway.

According to barroom wisdom, you
can’t buy an elected prime minister these
days who isn’t from Quebec. Perhaps to
challenge the notion, those Alliance guys
have been accused of trying.

And this obsession with ‘it’s not what
you say, it’s where you’re from’ isn’t just
national.

True blue Torontonians speak with con-
tempt of the 905 regions.

The 905 regions are often happy to
return the sentiment.

And I once interviewed a pretty well-
known Alberta singer who wouldn’t warm
up to me until I assured him I wasn’t born
in Ontario and if I had been, it wouldn’t
really have been my fault.

But just ask and we’ll all say we love
Canada. Which we do. Just not the people
in it. Or something.

Federalism today reminds me of a fraz-
zled marriage counselor trying to rein in
the unruly resentments of a couple who
tired of each other long ago.

If they really wanted to be there, it
wouldn’t be such a hard slog to keep them
together.

Meanwhile, we’re so wary of our giant

Letters
welcome

The Canadian Champion
welcomes letters to the edi-
tor. We reserve the right to
edit, revise, and reject let-
ters.

Letters must be signed and
the address and the tele-
phone number of the writer
included.

Mail letters to:

The Canadian Champion

Box 248,
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or leave them at our
office, 191 Main St. E., or
fax to 878-4943.
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southern neighbour. Sure. Blame the big,
oblivious guy next door instead of all the
damage wrought by incessant in-fighting.

Personally, I adore where I live, and my
patriotism is perhaps bolstered by virtue of
being borrowed.

I was born in New York. I was raised
largely in Ontario, but lived for spells in
Boston, Florida and Califormia.

[ left the latter shortly before the eruption
of the race riot that made Rodney King
famous, and most of us ashamed.

I won’t denigrate my birthplace, but
there are aspects of 1t that scare me.
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All window-mount and
portable air conditioners
Kenmore and DeLonghi®
models. Sears reg.
349.99-1999.99. Each
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Kenmore smooth-top
range. Electronic timer.
#65293. Sears reg. 999.99.

799%

White or Black glass.
Self-clean and convection extra
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you will pay. Both offers: Reductions do n
installation charges. Offers apply to merc

tSears will deduct from the item price the same dollar amount as the GST you will pay.
maintenance agreement, delivery and installation charges. Offer applies to merchandise in
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with IRENE GENTLE

Borders are flexible, and there have been
a host of boundary changes around the
globe in my lifetime. One even in Canada.
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At Sears, we are big enough to
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persuasion

Maybe it’s time to revisit the entire
notion of nationhood in this country.

Actually, I kind of support the principle
of federalism.

But then, I support long, untroubled mar-
riages, happy childhoods and summer all
year long, too.

Or maybe we can use July 1 to call a
cease-fire on the internal potshots, open
the highest office in the land up to anyone
with the guts and gumption (not geograph-
ical background) to go for it, and look to
something other than a beer commercial
for patriotism.
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have what you want...

but small enough to care who you are.

.~ DON’T PAY FOR ONE FULL YEAR ON ALL MAJOR APPLIANCES

your Sears Card. Minimum $200 purchase. $35 deferral fee and all applicable taxes and charges are payable at time
of purchase. Our offer applies to merchandise in local Sears stores. Excludes Catalogue purchases. Offer ends Sunday, July

PLUS,
[T'S LIKE THERE'S

NO TAX
ADDED

ON ALL REG.-PRICED
KENMORE® MAJOR APPLIANCES

OR

[T'S LIKE THERE'S
NO GST ADDED"

ON ALL REG.-PRICED
NATIONAL BRAND MAJOR APPLIANCES

on team
Kenmore washer & dryer.
24" wide washer. #10852.
Sears reg. 669.99. 549.99
Dryer with Wrinkle Guard®
feature. #60882. Sears reg.
579.99. 499.99

Now 999

Kenmore 18-cu. fi.
refrigerator. 4 adjustable
door bins. #60972.
Sears reg. 1099.99.

Available in Black-on-White,
White-on-White and Almond
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Got a hot

We'd love
fo hear
your story
ideas.
Please
call the
news-
room at
878-
2341.
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2, 2000. Store closed Saturday, July 1.

Save *100

| CRAFTSMAN®

. 6-hp rear bag,
self-propelled
gas mower
Briggs and Stratton
Quantum engine.

#36029. Sears reg.
499.99. 399.99

6 speeds. #60005.
Sears reg. 1999.99.

1799.99

| Hydro/automatic model.
$60085. Sears reg. 2299.99.

2099.99

569

HOME ELECTRONICS

ON ALL REG.-PRICED TELEVISIONS, CAMCORDERS, VCR'S
DVD PLAYERS AND MINI STEREO SYSTEMS

it |1 S LIKE THERE'S NO GST ADDED
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ALL ALREADY-REDUCED CLEARANCE HOME ELECTRONICS

MKitchenAid

Locally

owned and
operated by
John Sampson
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SALE PRICES END SUNDAY, J
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AT THE STORE YOU TRUST®

KitchenAid is a registered trademark of KitchenAid USA. KitchenAid Canada licensee in Canada

STORE HOURS

Mon, Tues, Wed 3:30am-6pm

*‘It's like there’'s NO TAX ;DDED' offer: Sears will deduct from the item price the same dollar amount as the GST and PST you will pay, so your total purchase, including
the tax dollars, will be no more than the item price. **‘It's like there’s NO GST ADDED'’ offer: Sears will deduct from the item prrice the same dollar amount as the GST

ot apply to purchases made under tax-exempt status. Offers exclude deferral fees, maintenance agreement, delivery and
handise in local Sears stores. Exclude Catalogue purchases. Offer ends Sunday, July 2. Store closed Saturday, July 1.

Save *130
Kenmore Ultra Wash
dishwasher. 3 wash levels.

#15701. Sears reg. 699.99.

Also available in Black
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GST equivalent reduction does not apply to purchases made under tax-exempt status. Excludes deferral frees,
local Sears stores. Excludes Catalogue purchases. Offer ends Sunday, July 2. Store closed Saturday, July 1.

ULY 2. STORE CLOSED SATURDAY, JULY 1.

Brand

| 100 Nipissing Rd.

Thurs, Fri  9:30am-8:00pm

9:00am-5:00pm

Loblaws

12:00pm-4.00pm
905-878-4103

ONTARIO ST

NIPISSING RD.

Copyright 2000. Sears Canada Inc.




