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By KIM ARNOTT
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fusing religion class -

In February, the board refused his request, stating that he

remained a Catholic in their eyes. It also told him that he must

Special to The Champion
attend his religion course or be suspended.

A Halton student who declared he was no longer . :
( R Catholic i d ' o ~a the point where enough is enough.” Over the last two months, according to his father Don
oman Catholic 1in order to avoid Compulsory ) b OO S S S i SRR SN R o PR Dagenais, Marcus has been attending the course, but refusing to

gious education has been suspended for refusing to FRED SWEENEY do any work. “We’ve instructed him not to. It’s a protest.”
participate in his religion class. The matter came to a head last week when Marcus, who has a

_ . . : in his religi : t field
Marcus Dagenais, a grade 11 student at Bishop Reding asked the Halton Catholic District School Board to exempt him mark of 26 per-cenit in hus religion course, refused to go on a fie

: Sragr I . . . . s : trip to a synagogue with the class.
Second :
condary School, renounced his religion earlier this year and from a required religious studies course. As a result, the school suspended him for 10 days.

“That was sort of the last straw,” said Fred Sweeney, director of

:\ {, education for the board. “We got to the poml where enough is
! ‘ bie enough.”
Z Mr. Dagenais said Marcus refused because he has recently

“That was sort of the last straw. We got to

Come home for specials
and exciting events during
the nutrition house
“Come Home to Wellness” event.

_Look for our Ad m todays
'. -'“".::_..' o 33

' . : . ’
—————— missed a month of school due to illness and couldn’t afford any

more time away from class.
He also said he believes the school board 1s trying to make a

political point at the expense of his son’s education. “You get
suspended for five days for having dope in school. They’re
absolutely rabid (at the board office).”

Mr. Sweeney admitted that most suspensions are only for three
to five days, but said drug infractions would result in either a 20-
day suspension or an expulsion.

He added that Marcus’ unwillingness to take part in the
required course was disruptive to other students and could set a
dangerous precedent if ignored by the board.

Mr. Sweeney said the suspension will be lifted if the student
agrees to return to class, catch up on all of his assignments and
participate fully in the course.

“If the parents are prepared to cooperate and (Marcus) 1s pre-
pared to cooperate, we’re prepared to lift the suspension,” he said.

The board and the family had plans to meet over the issue.

Marcus, 17, had originally asked for an exemption from the

’ religion class in order to take an advanced weight training course,
which he said he required for his interest in competitive downhill

(. & o h mountain biking. When the board refused his request, the
r why nur mam‘esses e Georgetown resident renounced his religion and requested an

= B exemption on the basis that he wasn’t Catholic.
REGULAR | ' l While the Education Act gives Catholic school boards the right
al'e a dl'eam cnme U‘ue. to compel Catholic students to take part in religious studies, it

SUPPORT . _
also states non-Catholic students who request exemptions shall
not be required to take the courses.

In February, school board Chair Jim Sherlock told Mr. .
Dagenais that Marcus was originally enrolled as a Roman |
Catholic student, so the board would not accept his renunciation
of his religion. He added that it is the board’s position that all
Catholic secondary students must take religious education class-

nutntlon house
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?ngle Mattress

Vanessa Daybed _ L Futon iron Futon B

" Set #369

* E 269 SET 439
QUEEN 329 SET 499
KING 509 SET 799

CS.

DOUBLE 209 SET 379
QUEEN 269 SET 469
KING 459 SET 769

‘i 4 6 Years o.:f“?""’a dua tmg

EXTRA FIRM | INDIVIDUAL

SUPPORT SUPPORT
_ POCKET COIL S/E
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QUEEN 389 SET 549 | [E="QUEEN"" 599 SET 749
KING 539 SET 869 CKING 689 SET 1069
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» Pinow'-s.:wp {

at Mijfon Helﬁ*"’"ﬂif_:_:';;ampbellwlle location
May 8" 13 10.00_ am - 3:00 pm
June 5-10 - 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
. 905-875-2119
_____ o or 875-1140 1
ins :,;,:1,;; ,,,,, .:5.__:555.:,___225 401 exit, 7 mins to Guelph Line)
| 7 am - 6 pm year round
""" infants to school age
(lnfants, toddlers, pre-school, 3
kindergarten, school age.)

* Unique country settmg convenient location

| ] usm
b gy L gy . -

: - ’F_ RRY THE LARGEST SELECTION OF

' cuulczs XM \WE CARRY THE LAR .

o lomIDehvely
« Pillow Cases

o e G| [ CANADIAN MADE WOOD BUNKGS.

s

. NO PAYMENTS ¢ NO INTEREST
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actory Outlet Factory Outlet

FOR 1 YEAR. O.A.C. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

o serve you

- 875-2119 a/9-1990 :
North Sollﬂ]i Milton '-

» FREE Layaway » We make any size of matiress BRZFTIEINS 490 Speers Road,
» Disposal of old matiress available * Delivery and set-up available MILTON OAKVILLE

» We accept all forms of payment  * Over 25,000 sq. ft. of factory
» Senior Citizen Discount * Financing Available

SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 21 YEARS Saturday 96 p.m., Sunday 115 p.m.

Please visit our website at Please visit our website at

mdendoncom Remember, we are the factory.  “\oseepiadorycom

Hours: Mon.-Wed. 10-6 p.m.,muls.-FrI. 10-9p.m.,
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