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Photo by GRAHAM PAINE

Signs like this one illustrate the opposition of some Guelph Line residents to a proposed road
renovation that would destroy up to 300 trees between Hwy. 401 and No. 15 Sideroad.

"Region surprised by outcry
against Guelph Line plan

IRENE GENTLE
The Champion

A small group of residents
are hoping Halton Region
will kill a $4 million plan to
straighten out a knoll-rd-
den stretch of Guelph Line
between Hwy. 401 and No.
15 Sideroad.

But the Region believes the road
improvements are a safety issue
and seemed surprised at the 11th-
hour opposition to an undertaking
that has been in the works for
years.

“We’ve been working on this
project since 1994,” said Tony
Finelli, design supervisor for
Halton’s planning department.
“We thought there was a positive
reaction until just recently.”

That was when the objections of
the Guelph Line Preservation
Committee, or GULP, became
known.

GULP is a citizen’s group spear-
headed by eight Guelph Line and
area residents who believe road
improvements won’t make the area
safer.

But controlling speed through
road design will, said GULP mem-
ber Tami-Anne Dams.

“The major problem on this road
is speed and traffic management,”
she said. “The design they have
(planned) doesn’t facilitate lower
speeds.”

Currently, the Guelph Line strip
has an 80-km speed limut.

And despite poor sightlines,

improper drainage and a lack of

shoulders, that’s what the road is
now built for, said Mr. Finelli.

Work long overdue: Lee

In the opinion of Ward 3 and
Regional Councillor Barry Lee, the
reconstruction is long overdue.

“It’s deficient, it’s dangerous,
and it has been established as a pri-
ority for many years,” he said “The
safety issue is a big factor. In the
past two years there have been 29
accidents on that stretch of road.”

He said this is the last phase of

an ongoing plan to refine Guelph
Line. Stretches through Lowville
and Campbellville have already
been tackled.

Ms Dams admitted some work

needs to be done on the road. But a
flat, clear street will just encourage
speed demons to drive faster.

“We’re still a rural area. We still
have wildlife,” she said.

“The project needs to be scaled
down in design.”

The location may be rural, but
the road isn’t, noted Mr. Finell.

“Guelph Line is an arterial road,”
he said. “It’s not a local road.”

A key issue for the Region is a
hazardous blind spot known as
Hutchinson’s Hill.

But the hill would be fine if dri-
ver’s took their time, said Ms
Dams.

“Speed kills, it’s not the hill,” she
said.

And drivers are becoming
increasingly impatient, a situation
that will likely worsen if the road is
improved, she added.

But a better road with superior
sightlines will help police catch
lead-footed drivers, said Mr. Lee.

“A properly constructed road
certainly gives you more opportu-
nity to control speed,” he argued.

According to Ms Dams, Guelph

Line has become increasingly well
e see HIGH on page 4
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Your Local Supplier
for all your Home
Heating Needs

7 Automatic computerized fuel delivery

7 Competitive Prices on Heating Oil,
Diesels and Gasoline

7 Furnace & Air Conditioner Sales,
Service and Installations

7 Hot Water Heater Rentals
) Experts in Electric-to-0il Conversions
7 24-Hour Emergency Burner Service

Earn one AIR MILE reward mile for every $25 of furnace oil

(905) 878-6380

32 Steeles Ave. Unit 15. MILTON
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Prime Optimum Used Vehicles

ONLY 51 000 DOWN ON 36 MONTH LEASE OR 60 MONTH FINANCE.
(G.M. 6 MONTH POWERTRAIN WARRANTY WITH ALL VEHICLES.)

If You're Looking For The Optimum Prime 3 Yr. Olq,

Well-Maintained,
One-Owner Then Take Your Pick.

';,997 LESABRI-:

3.8L, V6,

m— 3.8L, V6, full pwr.
el package, green on
graphite, alloy
g1 ] rims, only 38,000
kms, G.M. ext.
warranty to
120,000 kms.

T 1eather seats,
Rsd gl full pwr. pkge.

P w/pwr. seat,
=~ g shale on neu-
et Bl tral leather,
st 89,600 kms,
like new.

I997 Slnlrlm-: 6T's

‘m-n!b-«-m Grey on grey Both are black

Tty i 7. g A _:\ N cloth. 3.8L. V6. on black, full
L G b, "--'--.i'-'i:"-”-"'i*ii."--':-" ﬂj“}l‘; loaded ﬁfgbefﬂﬂ(?}?:f
G ] w/alloy rims, '
e AN, o < . s pwr. seat and muqnmai. alloy
gran touring i 68 m'sz on
oo e prge. _ fﬁ, both.

Silver on grey
cloth, 3.1L, V6,
. :  full pwr. options

P S w/ pwr. seat,

Black on
black leather,
o il 3.4, Ve, full

‘_ pwr. pkge., N dual zone, A/C
Nl | 16’ alloy rims, P T and CD, alloy
s #r . 4 o SQO“ET, CD. 'I: B I'IIT'IS. Dnl.y

ol TR Bl 83,500 km. 50,000 km's

......... Black on black

............................

e’ B8 standard Cadillac o g E | leather, alithe
options, plus Bose csomeinconsennt | | S power options

sound system w/ Xy 2 W gl
12 pack CD e & | incl. moonroof,

hanger, chrome M pwr. seat, and

TR DK alloy rims,
dition, only _
97,4000 km's. 90,500 km’s

BUY l-EASE FINANCE

Green on grey

cloth, 8 passen-
ger, power

i package, dutch
doors, only
74,000 km.

BUY  LEASE  FINANCE
S7995  $386°. SAI7

wd., Ext-a- cab
50L, V8

$19995  $399.%.. $467"

| Like new, only
o R 2800 km &
ports deg
V8, 4x4,
5L, pwr.
seats. CALL
FOR
DETAILS.

Loaded
w/pwr. seat
only 36,000

kms..

BUY  LEASE FINANCE

$17.995  §318.%,. AI"
LOTS MORE USED VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM

All optimum used vehicles are 36 month/72,000 km leases with $1,000 down, taxes, 1st month payment,
security deposit, licence due on delivery. Finance deal is for 60 months with $1,000 down OAC.

| MAIN ST. E.
MILTON

| MON. - THURS.
11 9:00 Am - 8:00 Pm
| FRI, & SAT.

9 UU AM - B O{J PM

WALLACE PONTIAC
BUICK CADILLAC LTD

« PONTIAC « BUICK * CADILLAC « GMC ¢« PONTIAC « BUICK »




