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Correctlonal officer fears writing on the wall

By IRENE GENTLE
The Champion

Saving money could end up costing
lives if Ontario jails are privatized,
charged a Maplehurst correctional

officer.

“I think the community safety and staff securi-
ty is at risk,” said Mike Dakroub, vice-president
of the Ontario Public Service Employees Union,
local 234, and a correctional officer with 10
years experience. ‘“‘Someone is going to get hurt.
That’s my only concern.”

Currently, there are about 44 jails scattered
throughout Ontario. But that will soon be whit-
tled down to three superjails.

These whopping superjails are currently under
construction in Penetanguishene and Lindsay,
while Milton’s Maplehurst is being renovated to
become a supernjail.

All three will be iaunched at the same time,
and when they are, the Penetanguishene facility
will be run by a private company.

Recently, Mr. Dakroub took his fight against
privatization to town council in hopes of gaining
its endorsement.

immune to business.”
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Failing Your Home Inspection
Can Cost You the Sale of Your

Home: How to Prepare Before
You List Your Home

or, worse, turn prospective
buyers away altogether.

In most cases, you can
make a reasonable pre-
inspection yourself if you
know what you’re looking
for. And knowing what
prepared which identifies the you're looking for can help
you prevent little problems
from growing into costly and
unimaginable ones.

To help homesellers deal
with this issue before their
home 1s listed, a free report
entitled “/1 Things You Need
to Know to Pass Your Home
Inspection” has been
compiled which explains the
1ssues involved.

To hear a brief recorded
message about how to
order your FREE copy of
this report, call 1-888-475-
8645 and enter ID# 1003.
You can call anytime, 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.
Call NOW to learn how to
ensure a home inspection
doesn’t cost you the sale of

MILTON - According to
industry experts, there are
over 33 physical problems
that will come under scruti-
ny during a home inspection
when your home is for sale.
A new report has been

eleven most common of
these problems, and what
you should know about them
before you list your home
for sale.

Whether you own an old
home or a brand new one,
there are a number of things
that can fall short of require-
ments during a home inspec-
tion. If not identified and
dealt with, any of these 11
items could cost you dearly
in terms of repair. That's
why it’s critical that you
read this report before you
list your home. If you wait
until the building inspector
flags these issues for you,
you will almost certainly
experience costly delays in

the close of your home sale  your home.

This report is courtesy of Chris Newell, Remax. Blue Springs (Halton) Corp. Noi iniended 10 solicit properties
currently listed for sale. Copvright© 1997

“The business that considers itself immune to the
necessity for advertising sooner or later finds itselt
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FREE INFORMATION SESSION

Guidelines for low-risk gambling
Indicators that someone is “pushing their luck”
What to do if gambling is getting out of control

Tuesday, March 28th, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
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The support never came, and now he fears he
gave councillors the wrong idea.

“I left councillors with the impression I was
worried about my job,” he said. “It's a concern.
No one likes to lose their job. But I won’t com-
promise my safety by working for a private
company.”

He cited examples where privatization in
American jails have resulted in chaos.

But security issues, such as conflict and
escape rates, will be constantly monitored along
with the costs at new Ontario superjails, said
Halton MPP Ted Chudleigh.

Those annual records will then be analyzed to
suss out the better system.

And the motivation behind American and
Canadian prison privatization is too different to
be likened, he said.

“Comparing it to experiences in the U.S. don’t
serve the debate,” said Mr. Chudleigh. “They
have a different system out there.”

With at least one privately-run jail in place,
the comparisons can begin, he said.

And in his opinion, that’s just what the correc-
tional officers are afraid of.

“They’d like not to have the competition.

Derby Brown

Purchase
Financing

Lease Monthly payment and dawn_

“Correctional officers don’t
want to die so a private
company can make money.”
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Right now there’s nothing to compare to,” said
Mr. Chudleigh. “We’d like to see a better way to
do it.”

But little safety extras found in public facili-
ties, like ensuring inmates get out of town once
their term is served, will likely be dispensed of
with a private company bent on making a buck,
said Mr. Dakroub.

“We give them a bus ticket, we drive them to
the bus station and make sure they get on the bus
and out of town,” he said. “A private company 1S
not going to do that.”

And Mr. Dakroub characterjzed himself as
stunned when he learned stateside private jails
have a 40 per cent staff turnover rate.

“It blew my mind. You spend the first two
years learning the job,” he said. “No one will
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know 1t at 40 per cent. when you nave (o
babysit (your colleagues), it takes away from the

job.”

And it may jeopardize safety.

“Maybe people don’t care what happens
behind locked doors. We do,” he said.
“Correctional officers don’t want to die so a pni-
vate company can make money.”

Prisoners are more likely be treated better in a
public facility, which only benefits the commu-
nity once they’re released, noted Mr. Dakroub.

“They’re looked after right now, somewhat,
where a private company won’t have it in their
budget,” he said. “If you treat inmates like ani-
mals, they’ll come out behaving like animals.”

While he expects there to be cost-savings,
they’ll come from the superjails themselves, not
from who is running them, said Mr. Chudleigh.

Currently, housing one inmate costs about
$140 a day. But that should go down to $75
once the mega-prisons are in place.

Mr. Dakroub rejected the Province’s argument
that one private prison won’t necessarily lead to
others. “It wouldn’t make sense to privatize two
and keep the third one public. We feel the writ-
ing’s on the wall.”
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