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‘Heroes must be reliable

* from WRITING on page 12 who want to write them can be
British creators a few decades P . broadly separated into two
back, a new kind of heroine was It may be ™ ssible groups.
born. that he lies, cheats The first is the disenchanted

She can best be described as reader.

average. Pretty, not stunning.
Holding her own, not rich.

In other words,- much like the

and steals. He may
not have the ideal job.

“What generally happens is
they read a story- and throw it
across the room and say, ‘I could

b
reader. But he’s 100 per cent write better than this,”” said Mr.
But where these fictional hero- reliable. Henry. “And it’s true.”
ims rea“y luck out is WIth L A i i s ik The SBCG“d is the true blue
Flesh and blood men read on BRIAN HENRY writer who has just discovered

with peril because it’s not easy to
match up to the strength and
beauty so effortlessly exemplified
by the romance novel male.

“The first most important quali-
ty for a hero is that he must be
sexy,” said Mr. Henry. “The sec-
ond is that he must be sexy. And
the third is that he be sexy, too.
He’s the guy in black leather who

rides up on his Harley.”

Okay, there are some human

types that can accomplish that.
The oldest Baldwin brother, Andy

Garcia and Doug Flutie, for
example. Even Leonardo
DiCaprio, if the female is under
age 12.

But it’s the second part that
makes the going tough. Because
in the land of romance, every bad
guy is aching to prove there’s a
little armour gleaming beneath
that handsome exterior.

“Strength of character is the
number one quality. He’s the guy

~ who can be absolutely relied on

when the chips are down,” said
Mr. Henry. “It may be possible
that he lies, cheats and steals. He

may not have the ideal job. But
he’s 100 per cent reliable. And at
the end they turn into great hus-
bands and fathers.”

Romance, it appears, is not for
the commitment-shy.

“The values of the romance
world are skewed towards family.
They end up married in the end,”
said Mr. Henry. “Not just holed
up at a Holiday Inn for a few
weeks.”

So the guy is hot, he’s sexy and
he has granite-like shoulders hov-
ering conveniently near when a
girl needs something to lean on.

But what’s most important
about the hero is the heroine real-
ly digs him.

“‘He speaks in a voice that

sends whispers down her spine,’””
obligingly explained Mr. Henry.
“What does that tell you about his
voice? Absolutely nothing.”

But it does let on that the hero-
ine thinks he’s the cat’s whiskers,
and that’s the point.

Reading romance may appeal to

a whole host of women but those

their name isn’t as likely as they
thought to be stacked alangs:de
this century’s literary greats.

But writers unfamiliar with the

genre can get tangled in a nasty

nest of clichés, some that haven't
seen a printed page in years.

And while originality counts,
romance novels do tend to follow
a basic pattern.

“You need a hero, you need a
heroine, you need a conflict, and
you need a happy ending,” recited
Mr. Henry. “The best thing 1s to
make sure your manuscript
doesn’t sound like it’s formulaic.”

Unlike a virtually stagnant pool

of Canadian literature, about

1,700 romance books are pub-
lished each year.

Money can be made doing it,

t00.
A relatively successful romance

novel can net its author about
$20,000 in U.S. funds.

- The seminar will begin at 7

p.m. and costs $7. To register in
advance, call Bev Meincke at
336-1279. The event is hosted by
the Quick Brown Fox Wnter
Association.

Audition for
seniors’ acts

Talent is ageless and Miltonians 55
years and older can help prove it.

Older adults from across the province
are invited to audition for the Royal Bank
Seniors’ Jubilee 2000, a five-day extrava-
ganza that features the talents of more than
1,300 performers.

Sponsor the Royal Bank is looking for
singers, dancers, comedians, musicians,
bands and novelty and cabaret acts for the
annual event.

The Jubilee was established in 1989 as
an opportunity for older adults to leave
their limitations at the stage door and stand
in the spotlight. Each year, more than
12,000 people from 155 communities
watch participants perform.

This year’s show will be held at
Toronto’s prestigious Roy Thompson Hall
August 14 to 18. There will be a different
line-up each day.

To audition, contact producers Wayne
Burnett at Richburn Entertainment Inc. at
(416) 962-3819 or send your name,
address and telephone number as well as a
brief description of your act to: Wayne
Burnett, Richburn Entertainment, Toronto,
Ont., M5J 2N3.

People can also fax to (416) 260-5627 or
email their application to
girich@netcom.ca. The deadline for apph-
cations is April 30.

WHAT’S ON IN MILTON!
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TAP & EATERY ,

55 Ontario St. W. 878-6697
Sunburn 2000 Beach Bash  Heat Up Feb. 26 & 28 "ot Bod Contest”

C@\l Cbtc

189 Mill Street 878-6680
/ZJ‘ Watch for St. Patrick’s Day Events

e
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276 Main St. 878-4171
Try our New Zinger Sandwich

45 Chisholm Dr. 876-4731

E Express Lunch: 15 Minutes or FREE

395 Main St. 875-3305

New Personal Size Gourmet Thin Crust Pizza
Live Entertainment Friday & Saturday

Hwy. 401 & Guelph Line MiltorVCampbellville

Monauk I

more than a greal overnife siay

854-2277

Quality Accommodations * Conference Rooms * Fabulous
Sunday Bruch * Book your Buck N Doe Party

W

Super
Submarine - 12’ Assorted Sub with pop $4.35 + tax

pYS 525 Ontario St.
R

466 Steeles Ave. E.

L%M!TE[} Time OFFER

875-3222
All Day Breakfast

Calling all area artists

artists are asked to call Doug Elliott at

854-2122. The show is hosted by the Fine
Arts Society of Milton.

Time is running out for entries to the
Fourth Annual Art on the Escarpment
juried show and sale.

Fine art, fine photography and sculpture
will be exhibited at the event held May 27
and 28 at Springridge Farm on Bell School
Line.

Applications for entry must be in by
April 14,

For visitors, the event will boast a
vibrant variety of quality work judged by
three well known local artists. And
Springridge will offer farm animals, pro-
duce and a gift shop.

For entry forms and further information,
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1 " SCREAM 3 ag--

Daily 6:45 & 9:15.p.m. SaL&SunZﬂo&HSpm
Not recommended for children, coarse language

TIGGER

Daily 7:00 p.m. Sat. & Sun 2:00 & 3:45 p.m.

O THE HOLE 9 YARDS &=

Daily 7:10 & 9:10 p.m. Sat. & Sun. 4:00 p.m.

1€ STUART LITTLE (vl
Sat. & Sun. 2:00 p.m.
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of the family:

<« Cardio Equipment

< [ jfestyle Workshops

| The Milton Leisure Centre
R 1700 Main Street, East
905-878-7946
www.town.milton.on.ca

A variety of opportunities for all members

< Length, Leisure and Family Swimming
& Aquafit, Fitness and Indoor Cycling classes

«# Free Weights and Resistance Machines

£ A community, family facility

Experience these personal benefits:

« Manage stress and improve energy levels

« Body weight management through exercise

< |mprove personal self-esteem and self-image

< |Improve your quality of life by improving your health
< [ead a balanced life through activity

26 Charles St.

875-2500

www videoshuttle.formovies.co ;':

TOP 10
NEW RELEASES

+~Stir-of Echoes
. Blue Streak (1999)

. Chill Factor (1999)

. Runaway Bride

. Tarzan

. The Astronaut’s
Wife

. Lake Placid

. The General's
Daughter

. Hitman’s Run

. Mickey Blue Eyes
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