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residents to the Milton Leisure Centre
gymnasium to air their beefs with the pro-
posal. It has ignited a torrent of opposition
from those who use the land as a park
despite it’s official designation as an insti-
tutional zone.

Members of the deaf community were
passionate about preserving the land sur-
rounding the Ernest C. Drury School for
the Deaf, saying the issue for them is safe-
ty and heritage.

But after drawing up a technical report,
Town staff recommended approving the
development subject to a string of condi-
tions, which the developers promised to
adhere to.

“We feel it now balances the amount of
land being developed with the amount of
open space,” said the Town’s planning
director Mel Iovio.

But not in the minds of the assembled
residents, many of whom made it clear
they would be satisfied with nothing other
than keeping the land as it is.

Currently the land is owned by the
Province through the Ontario Realty
Corporation. It went up for sale after the
government decided to unload about $200
million in surplus land and buildings.

The Milton site went on the market after
the Provincial school, along with the
Ministry of Education, judged the lands as
extra. And though they were offered to the
Town, council decided in an in-camera
session that the price was too steep to
swallow.

That left the door open for H.D.
Investments to move in. They purchased
the land, conditional on getting the rezon-
ing needed for the proposed bungalow
condos. ;

But Mr. Penman wondered why the
institutional zoning in Milton’s Official
Plan should alter just because the develop-
er asked for it.

But Milton seniors need a place to live,
said Richard Gantor, the evening’s only
vocal defender of the proposal.

“Is 1t too big of a sacrifice to give up
some of our greenspace to give seniors a
convenient place to live?” he asked.

With most of the woodlot preserved,
almost everyone wins in the latest deal,
said Mr. Ganton.,

But the deal wouldn’t win, said former
York MPP Gary Malkowski through one
of two interpreters on hand for the
evening. The former student at the
Provincial school began his presentation
by attacking Cogeco 14 for not providing
closed captioning. He then charged every-
one in attendance — the public and coun-
cillors alike — with the responsibility of
stopping the application.

“This planned proposal 1s stealing the
souls out of deaf children,” said Mr.
Malkowski. “I refuse to let this happen.
Let’s find a better deal.”

But the biggest applause of the evening
was reserved for Richard Murzin, repre-
senting the Friends of E.C. Drury group.

“The proposal, there’s no two ways
about 1t, 1s a forced fit,” he told council.
“If the Province feels that money is more
important than Milton, it’s up to you to tell
them different.” |

He accused the developer of saying any-
thing 1n order to get the deal done.

But changes to the plan have been made
to better reflect the desire of the communi-
ty, said H. D. Investments solicitor Allan
Liebel.

“We’ve saved more trees, we’ve solved
access problems,” he said. ““That’s the rea-
son for all the changes.”

And if residents are holding out for the
status quo, it isn’t going to happen, said
Mr. Malboeuf. Fighting the proposal at the

OMB would be akin to spitting in the
wind.

“It we allow this to go to the OMB, we
could be the big losers. We could lose
much of what our staff has been able to
negotiate with the developer, such as the
tennis court and the five hectares of green-
space,” said Mr. Malboeuf. “To spend
hundreds of thousands of those taxpayers’
dollars fighting an OMB case we can’t win

would be irresponsible.”

He was backed by Mr. Day.

“If I could stand here and find a way for
us to own those 33 acres, I would support
that,” he said. “But I think the writing is on
the wall. The Province is not going to keep
It as a park.”

And maintaining the institutional zoning
could lead to a far bigger headache for res-
idents,” Mr. Day said.
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staff recommendation

“I think we should take this deal while
we can get it because there wouldn’t be
any guarantee we’d get any of the park at
all.”

But the density of the small bungalows
crammed onto the remaining 18 acres of
land i1s enough to kill the proposal, said
Mr. Hunter. “This one fails on density
alone. This i1s an inappropriate level of
intensification on this property.”
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At Sears, we are big enough to have what you want...
but small enough to care who you are.

USE YOUR SEARS CARD AND

DON’T PAY FOR 6 MONTHS' or PAY NO INTEREST 'TIL JANUARY 2001
ON ALL TRACTORS AND SNOWBLOWERS

**Don’t pay’ offer: Don’t pay until August 2000. ***No interest’ offer: Pay in 11 equal monthly payments, interest free, until January 2001. When billed,
any unpaid portion of your Sears account balance will attract credit charges, commencing the following month. Both offers: On approved credit, with your
Sears Card. Minimum $200 purchase. $35 deferral fee and all applicable taxes and charges are payable at time of purchase. Offers apply to merchandise in local

Sears stores. Exclude catalogue purchases. Offers end Saturday, February 12, 2000. Ask for details.

Save
$280.. .

KENMORE®
SUPER
CAPACITY

LAUNDRY TEAM

Washer. #20892.
Sears reg. 879.99.

Dryer. #60852.
Sears reg. 599.99.

KENMORE
RANGE
With lift-up
cooktop and
electronic timer.
#59091.

Sears reg. 719.99.
599.99
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All CRAFTSMAN®
snowblowers, tractors &
lawn mowers ON SALE!

Featuring:

Save *700

CRAFTSMAN 16-HP,
42" KOHLER®
LAWN TRACTOR

#60976.
Sears reg. 2899.99.

BOSCH EFRIGIDAIRE

*50
SEARS §
STEREO TV
With sleep timer. §
#143509.

Sears reg. 549.99.
499.99
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Now *355
SEARS DVD PLAYER
DVD/audio CD/VCD player.

Gold-plated composite.
#30904. Sears reg. 369.99.

Registered trademark of KitchenAid USA. KitchenAid Canada licensee in Canada
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Locally

owned and
operated by
John Sampson
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‘ S | THE BRANDS YOU WANT "
| : AT THE STORE YOU TRUST®

MABY SI1DES O°F

Save
200

KENMORE
18-CU. FT.
FRIDGE

- With 2 ‘spillproof’
slide-out shelves.
#60892.

Sears reg. 949.99.

749.99

Available in White,
Black and Almond

Save [i=

ALL | i«

DEHUMIDIFIERS | |-

All have overflow |
shut-off and
auto-humidistat.
Sears reg.
199.99-449.99. Each

179.99-369.99

JVC® COMPACT STEREO
WITH BONUS HEADPHONES

3-CD deck. #28007. Seais reg. 299.99.

279.99
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Keep those
story ideas
coming.
Call our
newsroom
at 878-
2341, ext.
234.
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Bonus must accompany any returns

STORE HOURS

100 Nipissing Rd.

SALE PRICES START MON.. FEB.7 AND END SUN., FEB. 13, 2000. WHILE QUANTITIES LAST

Brand

Mon, Tues, Wed 9:30am-6pm
Thurs, Fri  9:30am-9:00pm

9:06am-5:30pm
12:00pm-4:00pm

905-878-4103
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