“School board to oive Harris heck ov

lrustees say $2.2 million
Province spent on ‘My
Ontario’ millennium
book could have been
put to better use.

My Ontario’ has been a millennium
mistake instead of a memento as far as

Halton District School Board trustees
are concerned.

The board voted 6-4 last week to inform
Ontario Premier Mike Harris the souvenir book
was an improper use of public funds.

The book, which cost $2.2 million, features
mini-essays, colourful art and open pages for
journal writing.

But many people were upset when copies were
1ssued to schools last month.

“The money could have been spent more con-
structively on instructional assistants or books
for courses,” said Burlington trustee David
Abbott.

“They should have left it to school boards,
schools and school communities to do millenni-

um projects.”

Mr. Abbott, who proposed sending the letter,
said 1t would serve as a “heads-up” to the
provincial government.

“We're saying ‘look before you leap’ before
spending money on someone’s pet project,” he
said.

“Taking a brief second and passing this by stu-
dent governments might have made a differ-
ence.”

Issued by the Ministry of Citizenship, Culture
and Recreation, the book was especially upset-
ting to secondary school students who thought it
was geared mainly toward younger children.

Mike McVety thanked the board on behalf of

his high school (E.C. Drury) for writing the let-
ter.

“There have been a lot of complaints about the
millennium book from the student council and
students,” said the student trustee. |

“Hundreds of books were left in the office and
thrown out. At least half the school is against it.”

Oakville trustee Peter Petrusich said younger
students don’t like the ‘My Ontario’ book,
either.

“My own three kids are 7, 9 and 10 and they
were saying ‘What is this?’ and using words like
useless and dumb.”

He said the money should have been spent on

Asner movie to air Saturday

It’s show time!

Common Ground, the movie partly filmed
in Milton last year, is set to air Saturday at 8
p.m.

But it will only be available for viewing to
those who have sattelite television.

The movie will air on American channel

- Showtime.

The film features
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“The business that considers
itself immune to the
necessity for advertising

sooner or later finds itself
immune to business.”
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Sunday, Jan. 30
2-4 pm
25 Third Side Road
$369,900
Jack McCrudden in attendance
REMAX Blue Springs Realty
(Halton) Corp. 878-7777
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FOR AGENTS
Sat. Jan. 29 & Sun. Jan. 30
1-4 pm
Churchill Estates
(model home open for viewing)
Guelph Line (5 min. N. of 401)
Gary Thomas in attendance
REMAX Blue Springs Realty
(Halton) Corp. 878-7777

Improvement star Jonathan Taylor Thomas as
well as Ed Asner (Lou Grant), Brittany
Murphy (Drop Dead Gorgeous) and Steven
Weber (Wings).

The movie tells the story of three genera-
tions living in a small, New England commu-
nity.

There’s no word on when the movie will
air on Canadian cable.
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“T'he money could have been
spent more constructively on
instructional assistants or
books for courses. They should
have left it to school boards,
schools and school communities
to do millennium projects.”
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DAVID ABBOTT

roads or education and he didn’t mind criticizing
the provincial government about it.

No trustees supported the book, but some cau-

tioned against condemning the province over it.

David Bird noted the books were not issued by
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the Ministry of Education.

"It doesn’t impact education spending — it
comes from the overall budget,” said the
Burlington trustee.

“Everyone in Ontario should say what they’re
thinking, not the school boards.”

Sheila Flook.said the Province produced the
souvenir book with good intentions.

She added the board spends about $13,000
itself doing good things for its students.

“The government’s intent was to do something
nice for students,” said the Burlington trustee.

“We could be doing the same thing ourselves,
SO how can we criticize the government?”

Provincial spokesperson Rui Brum said a
study showed many people wanted contributions
from children to mark the millennium.

He said the book project attracted more than
100,000 submissions and an additional 15,000
copies were requested.

Advertorial

How to Buy a Home With

MILTON - A new home ownership
program allows qualified buyers to buy a
home with absolutely no downpayment.

You may have owned a home before
and are presently renting, or maybe you are a

| first time homebuyer and need a way to break

into the housing market but are holding back
because you think you require $10,000,
$20,000 or even more for a downpayment.
Well regardless of your present
situation, if you want to get into, or re-enter
the housing market without having to make a
cash downpayment, then this new program

may be just what you’re looking for. Why pay

Absolutely No Money Down

your landlord’s mortgage when you can be
building your own equity.

Industry insiders have prepared a
new special report entitled, “How to Buy a
Home With Zero Down” which reveals how
this new and innovative program can get
you into the housing market immediately
and with absolutely no downpayment.

For pre-recorded information about
how to order your FREE report, call
|-888-475-8645 and enter ID#1025. Call
any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
and discover how you can get into the
housing market NOW and with
ABSOLUTELY NO DOWNPAYMENT.

This report s courtesy of Chns Newell, Remax Blue Spang Realty (Halton) Comp. Not intended 10 solicit properties currently lisied for sale. Copyright © 1997,
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R.R.S.P. DEADLINE

-~ s | The R.R.S.P. Advantages

- | A Retirement Financial Specialist oftice with 25 years
W e eyl of experience and the cotfee’s always been great!

* Security of investments (100% fund guarantees)

e Competitive segregated and mutual funds.
e Competitive G.I.C. interest rates.
Personalized ongoing consultations.
R.R.S.P. loans available at prime, with deferred payments.

Kim Mitchell

* Appointments available Saturdays beginning Feb. 5th.

Professional Liability Insured

www.robertleeinsurance.com

Tel: 878-5786

robertlee@aztec-net.com

Robert Lee Insurance/Miltowne Insurance Agency Ltd.

Fax: 878-3692

CALL FOR NO OBLIGATION CONFIDENTIAL CONSULTATION
245 COMMERCIAL ST.

contact: BOD "Pie'" Lee & Kim Mitchell

kim2@castle.on.ca

Celebrating 25 Years of Friendly Hometown Service




