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By STEVE LeBLANC

The Champion
The Jr. A Merchants should start

scrounging up any leftover gift wrap-

ping supplies from Christmas.

Because if the team is intent on giving away
first place, they might as well do so with a

pretty package.

At Memorial Arena Friday, Milton’s gen-
erosity began with an absolutely appalling non-
effort and subsequent defeat to Brampton.

The 4-2 final was extremely flattering for the
local club — whose attention to detail and
overall work ethic were nowhere to be found
until well into the final frame, when a couple
of fluky goals put them back within striking
distance.

But for those who assumed things couldn’t
get much worse, a rude awakening was offered

just across the border the following afternoon.

While Milton showed a little more desire on
foreign soil, their execution and team play hit a
season low — which resulted in them being
whitewashed by the next-to-last place Buffalo
Lightning 3-0. /!

The shutout loss was the club’s first since
May 4, 1998 — when they were blanked by
the national champion South Surrey Eagles 3-0
in round two of the Royal Bank Cuip.

The Merchants’ lost weekend now has them
seated third in the division. As of last night

they were four points behind top seated
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Pitiful weekend sees ...

erchants cough up division lead

" but on the ice. Passing was shoddy, corner
- work was non-existent and play in their own
“end was just plain embarrassmg o o
. Andrew Gibson got the hook after anawmg;f-
" three goals on four shots in the middle stanza.
~ Replacement Joel Cameron made a dozen
~ saves over the balance, 0f the contest to keep
. his team in the hunt. - L
~ Cutting Brampton’s lead in half thmugh thae;_g_:é; f;:
 third were unlikely scorers James Coleman and
~ Ryan Eby. The Capitals, perhaps the most fun-
~ damentally sound squad in the conference; got
inspired performances from a number of play- .
ers including leading scorer Trevor Large.
He deposited goals one and two while bmld- "
ing on that with singles were Matt Cordasufil_ﬁf

Georgetown and three shy of Brampton, with a
game in hand on each of them. '

Coach Marty Williamson said his team’s
current placing, the lowest since he took over
nearly four seasons ago, isn’t as surprising as
how poorly they’ve been playing in recent
weeks.

“We're jl.lSt not doing the little things. We're

separated right now and that’s a bad sign this

late in the season,” he remarked, just prior to
practice Sunday. “Brampton had a short bench
and was ripe for the picking. We just didn’t
take advantage of that.”

Friday’s letdown — according to some —

may have had a lot to do with an especially
easy game against Bramalea Wednesday.

Captain Chad Blundy suggested, *I think we
went in too confident and unprepared for a
first-place game.” |

But the disappointment from taking their
first regulation time loss at home took a back
seat when compared to being shut out this late
in the season by a team that won’t even be par-
ticipating in the playoffs.

“It was definitely the most humbling loss
since I've been a Merchant,” said Blundy.
“Falling to third this weekend really opens
your eyes as to what can happen, about possi-
bilities.”

Buffalo’s Charlie Goivino earned the distinc-
tion of becoming the first goalie of the new

millennium to stone Milton. He faced a lot of
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Merchants coach Marty WIIIiamson (leit) and assistant Glen Walsh (above) take thelr
underachieving troops through a much-needed refresher course at practice Sunday

“We’re just not
doing the little
things. We’re
separated right
now and that’sa
bad sign this late
in the season.”
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rubber and delivered a huge glove : save agamst

leading scorer Ian Malcolm.

But for much of the afternoon tilt the local

boys — who’ve dropped six straight on the
road — offered a lot of help in making the
freshman cager look good. |

The Lightning nursed an early lead for
almost two periods before tallying twice down

=3

the stretch to seal the deal. Joe Guenther smred‘

a couple while also burying the biscuit was
Jason Kuczmanski.

Sitting out for the visitors wnh a mild con-

cussion was Phil Barski.

On Friday, Milton gave up threc goals in
under five minutes. However, an isolated
breakdown certainly didn’t cost them the
game.

Up.until the ﬁnal few minutes of play the
hosts looked like they wanted to be anywhere
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and Simon Mangos.

Milton will have to put tlte weekend behmd
them in short order, as tonight they face a stiff
challenge in Streetsville — where they re 0‘27'

this season.

Merchant notes M:ltt:m S 27-10 1 3'- '

record is by far its worst in four seasons .

Fcrmer Merchant David Csumrik had fﬁur |
- points in the OHL St. Michaels Majors’ 6-4
The Merchants

loss to Belleville Saturday ...

are expected to have a couple of prospective -

players at practice tomorrow evening. If all
goes well, they could be in the lineup for this
weekend’s home-and-home series with lowly
Mississauga.

FEATURES

v Aluminum Alloy Wheels
/Chrome Bumpers & Trim
/P265/70R16 Tires

/' Bucket Seats

/Privacy Glass

v/ Air Conditioning

v/ Light & Power Package .
v'Wheel Arch Moulding |




