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Martha McPhee operates Maranatha Flowers.
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RETIREMENT
DESTINATION?

GET THERE

R.A. (Randy) Clouden wmsa, cFp
Certified Financial Planner &%
1275 North Service Road W.
Oakyville, Ontario L6M 3G4

(905) 847-7776 ext. 371
1-800-567-2276
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shorter days, poorer visibility
due to blowing snow and
increased braking distances
for drivers. If your usual
exercise routine includes an
invigorating evening walk or
jog, make sure you are visible
in the dark. Drivers must be
able to see and recognize you
before it’s too late. Tote a lit |
flashlight along on your route |
or wear reflective tags and
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By LISA CARTWRIGHT
The Champion

eople come from

all over southern

Ontario and the
United States to purchase
the floral creations of
Campbellville’s Martha
McPhee.

Ms McPhee is the owner of
Maranatha Log House, Flowers
and Seasonal Decorating.

Located on Guelph Line, her
workroom and shop are situated

P There are many
routes you can
take to reach
retirement.

I can help guide
you toward your
retirement goals.
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SOLUTIONS BUILT AROUND YOU™

Investors Group Financial Scrvices Inc.

We
House Calls

Make

Bob Reid, CFP

There are a number of considerations in deciding to borrow
for your 1999 RRSP contribution. The most important 1s
how long will it take to pay the loan back. It generally
makes sense to borrow if the loan will be entirely paid off

a year.

THIS IS NOT ABOUT RRSP’S

If you have already made (or plan to make) a contribution

:;:iﬁfbang; k: be?teig cll) aa';gfe’ BUT still have room to contribute more, an effective
E dnde). | strategy is to borrow and have the tax refund pay out the
/| loan completely? It depends on a number of factors, but we
“Forg ot can prepare an accurate estimate in just a few minutes.
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The Canadian Champion

Voice 905-875-3366 fax 905-875-3574 e-mail reidb@icfg.com yy

IT’S ABOUT YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN!

Did you know that my office is equipped to provide you with an
RSP loan, usually with instant approval?

Great advice, great service and now, great convenience 100.

Bob Reid, CFP
§
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inside her 1850 log home, a
historical building belonging to
John Carnegey, one of the first
members of parliament.

Her shop consists of unique
cards, antiques, some of her
floral creations and fresh flow-
ers.

Ms McPhee doesn’t carry
mums or carnations, but only
high-quality flowers that are
different from the everyday.

Even her roses are different
from the ones people get else-
where.

“People come from all over
for my roses,” Ms McPhee
said. ““I see it as it is better to
have one beautiful rose, then a
dozen roses that last
overnight.”

Returning to nature

The smell of dried flowers,
and the friendly bark of Dexter,
a 14-year-old English cocker
spaniel, greets you as you enter
the shop. Ms McPhee’s work-
shop is located off the shop
overlooking the backyard.

The spacious workshop has
large windows that look out
over the 240-acre woodlot.
Deer and coyotes can often be
seen from the home.

Most people are looking to
return to nature, saitd Ms
McPhee, who works with inte-
rior designers to create floral
window treatments and wall
sculptures.

People “want to let the out-
doors in. They want to get back
to nature and feel part of the
earth.”

The mother of four grown
daughters creates spectacular
flower arrangements from tiny
bouquets to large wreaths that
hang on the wall, to wall sculp-
tures using roots and vines to
window treatments that allow
the daylight to come 1n.

European look

Her floral art 1s based on
country English garden and
European looks.

When Ms McPhee does 1nte-
rior design work, she will go to
the client’s house to get a feel
of their style.

“I try to get that person’s per-
sonality into what I am doing. I
am not one of those designers
who try to push my personali-
ty.”

Ms McPhee also does the
flowers for weddings. She will

McPhee gives back
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have several consultations with
the couple in order to discover
what they like. She will also
find out the height and size of
the people in the wedding
party, colours and styles of the
dresses and the couple’s flower
preferences.

Home for all seasons

In addition to people coming
from across the continent to
buy her arrangements, her

home, which has been called a
home for all seasons, and her
work have been featured in
magazines and captured on
film. She also does the styling
for inagazine photo sessions.

Ms McPhee has spent 35
years in the industry and taught
floral design for 15 years. She
had a shop in Burlington,
before moving to
Campbellville.

People who seek out her
work do so because they are
looking for something differ-
ent, she said.

“Each thing I do 1s like a
work of art. It 1s unique onto
itselt.”

And the talented artist
doesn’t know what she is going
to create until she begins.

“I am not sure what I am
going to do until I am doing it.
It is a God-given gift that I can
look at someone’s house and
say they should do that and
this.”

Prayer part of work

Ms McPhee said prayer goes
into her work as well.

“Before I do anything, I pray
for it. I think God is a real
important part of my work, and
a very big part of my life.”

Ms McPhee works with a
variety of natural materials
including artificial, dry and real
flowers, greenery, roots, berries
and fruit.

For Ms McPhee, 1t 1s a love
of the job that keeps her creat-
Ing new pieces of art.

“I love my work. I can
express myself. I have had an
illness, and without my work 1
don’t think I would be able to
cope with 1t.”

Marantha Log House,
Flowers and Seasonal
Decorating 1s located at 125
Main St. S. in Campbellville.

Martha McPhee of Marantha Log House, Flowers and
Seasonal Decorating uses her art for charity work.

At Christmas, she decorates one or two houses for the
Burlington and Hamilton Junior League’s House Tour.

She has also decorated homes for Appleby College and
last year decorated three homes in Milton in support of the

United Way.

She also gives gift certificates to charities and is involved

with the church.




