- retailers sell smokes

to minors in Halton

By IRENE GENTLE
The Champion

‘Make it tough for kids to buy
cigarettes and they’ll find it tough

to start smoking.

That’s the premise behind a Halton
Regional Health Department (HRHD) ini-
tiative to track the willingness of local
retailers to sell smokes to underage teens.

Under the Tobacco Control Act (TCA),
Ontarians must be 19 to legally buy ciga-
rettes, the Region’s health and social ser-
vices committee heard Tuesday.

And according to a recent survey con-
ducted by the HRHD, most retailers are
adhering to the law. But 10 outlets have
been charged under the TCA for selling
smokes to underage customers.

In total, the survey found that 12 per cent
of Halton retailers were willing to sell cig-
arettes to minors.

Retailers approached twice

This is how it worked: 155 gas stations
and variety stores — about half those
found in the region — were visited twice

by 15 to 17 year old teens hired by the
HRHD.

In the first run, 19 outlets sold the teens
cigarettes. At that time the smokes were
returned to the retailers along with a warn-
ing by a health inspector.

About three weeks later, the offending
outlets were approached by a second
underage teen. Of those, 10 once again
went through with the cigarette sale. They
were subsequently charged.

In Milton, 19 outlets were approached
by underage teens. Of those, two gas sta-
tions and two variety stores, or 21 per cent
of the surveyed retailers, were willing to
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11 High Cost
Home Inspection Traps
You Should Know About

Weeks Before Listing
Your Home For Sale

MILTON - According to industry experts, there are over 33
physical problems that will come under scrutiny during a home
inspection when your home is for sale. A new report has been
prepared which identifies the eleven most common of these
problems, and what you should know about them before you list

your home for sale.

Whether you own an old home or a brand new one, there are a
number of things that can fall short of requirements during a home
inspection. If not identified and dealt with, any of these 11 items
could cost you dearly in terms of repair. That’s why it’s critical that
you read this report before you list your home. If you wait until the
building inspector flags these 1ssues for you, you will almost
certainly experience costly delays in the close of your home sale or,
worse, turn prospective buyers away altogether.

In most cases, you can make a reasonable pre-inspection yourself
if you know what you're looking for. And knowing what you’re
looking for can help you prevent little problems from growing into

costly and unimaginable ones.

To help homesellers deal with this issue before their home is
listed, a free report entitled /1 Things You Need to Know to Pass
Your Home Inspection” has been compiled which explains the

1ssues involved.

To hear a brief recorded message about how to order your
FREE copy of this report, call 1-888-475-8645 and enter ID#
1003. You can call anytime, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Call
NOW to learn how to ensure a home inspection doesn’t cost you the

sale of your home.

Fhis report is courtesy of Chris Newell, Remax. Blue Springs (Haliton) Corp. Not inmtended 1o solicit properties current

listed for sale. Copyvright® 1997

“Enforcement as an overall
strategy has been shown to
decrease (teen smoking).
Access to tobacco, even the
price of tobacco, is so
important.”
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sell.

Of 48 Oakville retailers, three gas sta-
tions and two variety stores, or 10 per cent,
sold to the teens.

In Burlington, 60 outlets yielded six gas
stations and one variety store willing to
sell, for a 12 per cent total.

Of 28 outlets hit in Halton Hills, all vari-
ety stores refused the sale but three gas sta-
tions, or 11 per cent of the total, did not.

Throughout Ontario, about 27 per cent
of gas stations and 20 per cent of variety
stores are willing to sell tobacco to minors.

But cutting off the supply may not cut
down on the numbers of teen smokers,
pointed out Burlington Councillor Jack
Dennison.

Instead, they could just lasso others to
get the illicit smokes for them.

“Are we really thinking this is true or are
they just getting others to buy it for them,”

‘he asked.

Enforcement does have an effect on teen
smokers, said the Region’s medical officer
of health Dr. Bob Nosal.

“Enforcement as an overall strategy has

been shown to decrease (teen smoking),”
* see ATTENTION on page 9
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A 5l-year-old Moffat man was
one of 27 people charged with
drinking and driving during the
OPP’s five-week holiday season
RIDE program.

“We checked about 10,000
more vehicles and we had about a
third less incidents of drinking
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SurveV says 12% of .Drunk driving down, says OPP

and driving offenses,” said
Constable Lisa Anderson of the
Port Credit OPP, which patrols
Milton’s portion of Hwy. 401,
east of Hwy. 25.

More than 16,000 vehicles were
checked between November 25
and January 2. Overall there were

26 90-hour suspensions and 73
1 2-hour suspensions issued.

The number of 12-hour license
suspensions was up by 135 per
cent compared to 1998, but the
number of people charged with
drinking and driving was down
19 per cent, according to the OPP.

......0.000..0..00...
,“'\_f’-"

< ‘ : o
L T
[ 5
1 L |
" y - y

really counts.

2000 Altima GXE

Vehicle not exactly

86,000 km with excess km
48 mos./4.*% for 60 mos.). Dealers free to set individual

W - {
|

ﬁ ( 'f’)

“Best Entry Midsize Car In In|t|al Quality
In the U.S. 3 Out of the Last 4 Years.”"

The new Altima also took top honours as a Consumers Digest Best Buy.t1 And it's no surprise to us
when you consider the fact that Altima's 155-horsepower engine is bigger and more powerful than
both Camry and Accord 4-cylinder models.t1t Plus, Altima GXE's delightfully affordable price
Includes: ¢ Air conditioning ¢ 100-watt AM/FM/CD audio system  Remote keyless entry system
with panic alarm  Power windows, mirrors, door locks and trunk release ¢ Dual illuminated vanity
mirrors * 8-way adjustable driver's seat * 4-speed attomatic transmission * Elegant wood-tone trim.

Test-drive the newly restyled 2000 Altima GXE soon. When it comes to critics, you're the one that

r#

610 MARTIN ST. MILTON

Limited ime offer on 2000 Altima GXE (74RGTOAE))) (model shown with optional alloy wheels), 48month lease: ﬁ?mmmwmmmmuum Lease based on maximum of
charged at $0.08/km. Offer is 0.A.C. and excludes destination and delivery of $915, license, insurance and taxes. 2.8% financing

-J.D. Powers and Associates

FINANCING RATES
AS LOW AS

2.8"

$29§R/mo.

Lease for 48 months.
Only $1,500 down.
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DRIVEN.

financing available for terms up to 36 months (3.8% for

selling price. See your Nissan Dealership for details. 1The Nissan Altima was the highest ranked entry midsized car in ).D. Power and Associates
199697 and 1999 U.S. Initial Quality Studies 2™. 1999 study based on a total of 41,004 U.S. consumer responses indicating owner-reported problems during the first 90 days o ownership.

www. /cpower.com.t1The BEST BUY SEAL is a registered trademark of Consumers Digest, Inc. used under licence. 111Based on comparisons with 2000 Import lower-middie sedans. DRIVEN and the Nissan
logo are Nissan import lowersmiddie sedans. DRIVEN and the Nissan logo are Nissan trademarks.

___________
...........

You can have a fireplace in any room!
Enjoy a Majestic DVR33 with a
mantel installed in most any room of
your house.

Ask for details

HURRY! A deal this good will not last!

We're Union Energy, your complete source for all
your home comfort sales and service needs.
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Providing home
comfort with.

e furnaces

e 3lr conditioners
o fireplaces

o water heaters

e aSsurance plans
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