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Condo Sofa - Floral

Traditional Swivel Chair - Brown
Contemporary Leather Recliner - Yellow
Camelback Leather Sofa = Mushroom
Casual Sofa - Beige

Rattan Accent Entertainment Unit
Oversized Leather Recliner - Plum
Contemporary Reclining Sofa - Pastel

Sp: srt-Motif Tall Man Recliner

Absolutely Everything In The Store Has Been
Marked Down To Move For Boxing Week:

Handicapped eight-year-old girl taken

by CCAS during school, leaving long-
time foster mother with broken heart

By IRENE GENTLE
The Champion

For the first time in almost nine
years, a Milton family will cele-
brate Christmas without their

Purple Butterfly.
Purple Butterfly is the eight-year-old
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child who was placed in foster care with
Sharron Fergus when she was just three
months old.

But in November, a police officer and
three Toronto Catholic Children’s Aid
Society (CCAS) workers took the child out
of her Milton school and permanently out
of Ms Fergus’ care.

They haven’t seen each other since.
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Fergus’ sister-in-law, who lives 1n
Beamsville, has launched a purple ribbon
campaign.

The ribbon is meant to represent the full-

blooded Ojibway child, whose native

name is Young Purple Butterfly Woman.

Blind and mentally challenged, Purple
Butterfly has the mental age of about 4
years, agreed Ms Fergus and the child’s
birth mother, who can’t be identified to
protect the identity of the girl.

Lots of foster children

She’s one of close to 100 foster children
Ms Fergus has welcomed into her home 1n
the past 30 years, many of whom were
considered medically fragile.

CCAS can’t comment on the specific
case, but said there must be solid reasons
for a child to be taken out of long-term
foster care.

“Any move is given careful thought and
consideration, said CCAS director Mary
McConville.

“A conscious decision is made with rea-
sons behind it.”

And moving a child who has been
placed in foster care is never the first
choice of the agency, she added.

“A change of placement is not desirable
in general,” said Ms McConville. “It's our
hope that when we do place a child, that
they can at least remain in that one place
without disruption.”

Conflict has history

Conflict between CCAS and Ms Fergus
began brewing in February.

The CCAS planned to enroll the girl in a
Guelph residential school for the blind,
said Ms Fergus, but she argued that anoth-
er year at home was vital.

In September, Ms Fergus was informed
the child would be moved and she imme-
diately appealled the decision.

But 10 days prior to the November 26
appeal date, the child was taken from her
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Enroll now with our Christmas special.

Join now. Start immediately or
wait until the New Year.

¢ Call for a free consultation

* One on one support & service
» Guaranteed Results

» Focusing on a lifestyle change.

* Based on Full program. Excludes product. Expires Dec. 31/ 9
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A purple butterfly illustrates friend
Darlene Zulak’s efforts to bring a
young child back to her former foster
home in Milton.

Milton school, and the hearing has since
been postponed.

Foster parents, said Ms Fergus’ lawyer
Dino Mazzorato of Hutchinson,
Thompson, Henderson and Mott, have few
options when CCAS decide that a child’s
best interests will be served by taking them
elsewhere.

“Foster parents really don’t have many
rights,” he said.

“(Ms Fergus) has no rights as a party to
the action.”

If the child has been in their care for
more than two years, they do have the abil-
ity to appeal, he added.

Awareness campaign

But Ms Fergus is also making her case
in the court of public opinion, and many
are already onside.

The awareness campaign has seen hun-
dreds of the small, purple ribbons sold in
the Halton, Hamilton and Niagara regions,
as well as Sudbury, where the birth mother
lives.

And those who know the Fergus family
have launched a letter-writing campaign
on their behalf.

» see MUST BE SOLID on page 17
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