Bad kids? We think not

According to a front page story in this edition of The Champion,
suspensions at regional secondary and elementary schools have gone
through the roof over the last decade.

Throughout the past school year there were 1,639 suspensions 1n
Halton’s 17 high schools. That number has nearly tripled since the

588 in 1986-87.

Is it time to panic? Should parents and trustees throw their hands 1n
the air and begin to question the education system and the very future

of the country? We don’t think so.
But the question remains: What’s the cause of the increase? Are kids

really three times as bad as they

Kids are kids and, although there seems to be a growing lack of
respect for authority figures as well as for one another among teens, it
seems unlikely this alone would account for a 200 per cent Increase.

Instead, we believe the reason

tough attitude by school officials. A minor offence, perhaps ignored a
decade ago, is now dealt with via suspension. And it’s an attitude we

support.

If kids hope to one day enter the working world, it’s a lesson best
learned when they’re young that there’s a subordination line that can’t
be crossed in the real world. If it takes a couple of days off school to

get that message across, then so be it.
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Dear Editor:

I was truly dismayed by the
article in your paper about
Lynda McKenzie, the
Parkinson’s victim. Threaded
throughout the article were
words like “blessings” and
“miracles.”

There is nothing that brings
more joy to my heart than to
hear that someone has experi-
enced a true miracle. Miracles
only come from God and when

His mercy and compassion. He
loves to heal.

But how can you mix mira-
cles and aborted fetuses in the
same sentence’

God created the wonderful
miracle of babies. Their lives
are just as precious to Him as
the life of a Parkinson’s victim.
Have we lost our senses”?

Lynda: God loves you very
much and I pray that He will
heal you, but I know He would

He walked the earth as a man
He healed all the sick who
came to Him and showed many
signs and wonders. I believe in

Thanks, Milton,

Dear Editor:

Many thanks to the citizens
of Milton from the Air Cadets
of 820 Blue Thunder
Squadron.

Your generosity during our

recent tag days will go a long
way to ensure the continued

not use unborn babies created
by Him to do it.

Anne Jones
Campbellville

for the support

success of this worthwhile pro-
gram for the youth of our com-

munity.

The cadets, officers and par- -

ents of 820 thank you for your

support.
Michael Ellis,
chairperson

Milton
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