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Maternity ward re-open af

position of being a patient in his
own specialty.

"1 tried to keep my mouth shut,”
he said. “It is always difficult on
the other side.”

In high school, Dr. Sharma
dreamed of becoming a firefighter

or police officer. He was a member
of his high school rifle club.

But somewhere along the way he
decided that sciences suited him
better.

And he threw away his guns.

“I won’t own a gun. I will never
own a gun,” he said. “I don’t think
there is a need to in Canada.”

He studied pre-med. at the
University of Toronto, then medi-
cine at University of Western
Ontario.

He was a resident in virtually
every Toronto hospital.

And he has the distinction of
having delivered a baby during a
fire on the labour floor of Toronto
General Hospital.

While it wasn’t exactly a case of
flames licking at his lab coat as he
worked, smoke was leaking into
the room and an evacuation order
was in effect.

“I had a woman who had an
epidural and couldn’t walk,” he
recalled.

his back in hopes of transporting
her to the emergency department.

Trouble 1s, that was so far away
from the labour floor that they
didn’t make it.

He ended up delivering the baby
in the hospital post office.

And when he delivers his first
baby in Milton, the newborn will
have the 1ronic distinction of being
the hospital’s 1999 New Year’s
baby.

The maternity ward has been
shut down since last November,
when the previous on-site obstetri-
cian/gynecologist Dr. Sushil
Suppal opted not to renew his con-
tract.

In the past, Milton’s sole on-call
obstetrician has been supported by
several family doctors with an
interest in delivering babies.

But they pulled out of the spe-
cialty when the maternity ward
closed and so far, they haven’t
come back.

“Right up until now most of
them are referring patients to me,”
said Dr. Sharma.

But in the future, that will likely
change.

If 1t does, pre-natal care would
largely be done by a family physi-
cian until about six weeks before

Then the patient would be trans-
ferred to the primary care of Dr.
Sharma.

Prior to arriving in Milton, Dr.
Sharma spent a year working in
Cleveland, Ohio, where he was on
call every day save for two week-
ends per month.

That’s perhaps why his current
schedule doesn’t seem as daunting
as it might to others.

“It 1s very similar in terms of on-
call expectations,” said Dr.
Sharma.

“The difference here 1s I'm the
only person.”

But when the population merits it
— which is projected to be 1n
about four years — a second obste-
trician will be recruited, said Ms
McDonell.

And despite a nation-wide physi-
cian shortage, that search is expect-
ed to be relatively hassle-free.

“My guess is it would be easier
to attract a second obstetrician,”
she said.

In the meantime, Milton’s size
suits Dr. Sharma’s aims.

“I want to be a good general
obstetrician,” he said. “I want to be
able to offer as many services as
possible.”

ON SALE SAT. OCTOBER 16 TO FRI. OCTOBER 22, 1999

e Swiss Herbal Super B12,
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Vitamin & Herbal Supplement Specials

e Swiss Herbal Timed Release Vitamin C,

IR ... ... ... 575ea 500mg,9tabs............. 5.35 ea
e Swiss Herbal Zinc Citrate Lozenges e Herbal Select Echinacea Blend,

with Vitamin C, 60tabs. . ... .. .. 439ea 450mg,60caps............. 1.75 ea
e Swiss Herbal Standard Brain Power, e Herbal Select Glucosamine Sulphate,

T PR LGSR e Sy 1031ea 500mg,60caps............. 6.79 ea

ON WEDNESDAY SENIORS SAVE 10%
ON THEIR TOTAL SHOPPING BILL, EXCLUDING SPECIALS.

While supplies last. On advertised items we reserve the right to limit quantities. No dealers please. 1/3 off refers to Bulk Barn everyday low prices.

Milton Mall ss ontario st. s. (905) 693-9207
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Photo by GRAHAM PAINE

Milton District i-IOSpital’s maternity ward is now officially re-opened thanks
to the arrival of obstetrician/gynecologist Dr. Sandy Sharma. The birthing
room he stands in hasn’t been used since the ward shut down last November.
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Now you know you always can.

Call during regular business hours, you'll reach me. Call after hours, you'll reach my “24 Hour
Good Neighbor Service™” Team. That’s Good Neighbor Service - 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Anita Cutaia
878-8871
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485 Main St. E.
Milton, Ontario L9T 1R1

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”
STATE FARM MUTUAL AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COMPANY « CANADIAN HEAD OFFICE: SCARBOROUGH, ONTARIO

The weather s still good for pond construction folks
and we still have lots of pond building supplies.

[ have noticed alot more activity at my bird feeders

lately. This means the birds are preparing for winter.

At

MacKinnon
Waterfalls & Ponds

724 Main St. E., Milton
(Just West of the GO Station)

1-905-876-2836

we carry a top quality birdseed by Wilderness Feeds
for every type of bird feeder. Also a large selection of
feeders and accessories to compliment your backyard.
Unbelieveable. All this at low, low prices.

Still working hard to stay #1




