Specialist shortage big problem @&

e from TOWN on page 1

and another resigned.

And the two remaining doctors
can’t possibly keep up with the
demand, said Dr. King.

“We have two guys and that’s
why we don’t have 24-hour cover-
age,” said Dr. King. “You’re ask-
ing someone to be on call 24-
hours-a-day, seven days a week.”

Since the shortage began, two
surgeries have had to be rerouted to
Oakville due to a lack of manpow-
er at the Milton site, said Dr. King.

Ironically, MDH lost one anes-
thetist in the spring because he felt
there wasn’t enough work to go
around at the time.

“He wasn’t busy since we had
lost obstetrics,” said Dr. King.
“There was a real slowdown in the

L] ‘11
operating room

matically since that unit re-opened
October 4. And added services at
the hospital including plastic and
orthopedic surgery have dramati-
cally inflated the need for anes-
thetists.

Looking to other Halton hospi-
tals has not been of help since, said
Dr. King, “They are really busy,
t00.”

To address the severe shortage, a
headhunt has been launched by the
Niagara-based medical recruitment
company MedFall Inc.

MedFall is the company that
helped bring obstetrician Dr. Sandy
Sharma to MDH.

But Medfall may have its work
cut out for it because anesthetists

are in short supply all across the

The Board of Directors
of the Community Care Access

Centre (CCAC) of Halton

is pleased to invite
you to attend an

OPEN BOARD MEETING

Octover 20, 1999
4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Oakville Public Library
Central Branch, Auditorium

120 Navy Street

Oakville, ON L6J 274

province, said Dr. King.

2.200 anaesthetists in Canada,
which is almost 200 too few, it’s
estimated.

Cuts to the GP anesthesia pro-
gram may be a factor.

But Dr. King is at a loss to
explain why specialists are also
scarce.

It is possible that Milton’s ill
anesthetist could be back in the
saddle at least on a part-time basis
in the near future, she said.

But another body is still needed.

“The ideal would be to find a GP
who wants to do anesthesia part-
time and set up a practice to do
obstetrics,” said Dr. King.

“But probably that body doesn’t
exist.”

* see a related story on page 10

HIGHLIGHTS OF
AGENDA

Staff Presentation:

CCAC of Halton
Information and
Referral Team

For further information, call:
Linda Ferras at (905) 639-5228 ext. 8321 or
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*Based on full program. Excludes product.

15 Martin St.,
Carriage Square

693-9594

Mon-Fri 9-7 Sat 10-2
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if long distance dial 1-800-810-0000
Future meeting dates and locations to be announced.
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PAINT AT ONE LOW PRICE

3.78L

Our Regular
Low Price
23.99 to 35.99

NE} WEEK O .,

OOSE FROM:
eSatin Lustre ¢*Semi Gloss
eSatin +Ceiling Flat

-Latex -Super Hide -No Spatter
-6000 colours to choose from

Why Shop at St Clair?

¢ Personal Service

* No waiting
o|ndependently Owned &
Operated

Sale starts October 9 and ends October 17/99
Mon. Tues 9-6. Wed, Thrs, Fri 9-9. Sat 9-0. Sun 12-4

475 Main St. E., Milton

StClair §78-2629

the paint and paper people

ONEIDA

Tableware Storage Chests
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Priced from.

2%,
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e Free Giftwrapping
e Layaway for Christmas

Delacourt’'s

227 Main St. E.Milton 878-0050
(corner of Main & Martin) Toll Free Number 1-888-400-8664




